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THE Author respectfully claims attention for one 
thought before the following Letters are perused. 
They do not portray the striking events of enter- 
prise in the life of an adventurous Missionary to 
the Heathen; or the important changes and deep 
trials which often characterize the work of a Chris- 
tian Minister in his own country. Nor do they 
record the workings of a religious mind which 
has had all the advantages of high cultivation 
and refined Idsure. But they contain^ although 
the sketch is imperfect^ the portraiture of a phun^ 
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practical Christian^ — of one who was surrounded 
with the cares of fenuly and business, — of one who 
was every day in the world, and yet lived as not 
of it, — of one who turned her very necessity to be 
busy therein into an opportunity for snatching 
trophies out of it for her Redeemer. 

It is hoped that the homeliness of the Portrait 
may render it the more readily imitable; and, there- 
fore, the more extensively serviceable to the hearts 
and minds of those who may contemplate it. Every 
one cannot be a Missionary, like Brainerd, or Eliot, 
or Martyn, or Coke; all cannot become Preachers of 
Christ's Gk)spel to thousands, like Wesley, or White- 
field, or Benson^ or Robert Newton ; few can attain 
the intellectual refinement joined with high spirit- 
uality which characterized Hannah More and Lady 
Maxwell: but it is the privilege of all, however 
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encircled with family cares, or inyolved in temporal 
business, to be useful members of the Church 
of God. 

Perhaps, the religious world had never greater 
need than now to be reminded, that it is personal 
usefolness which should be cultivated and practised. 
The many noble institutions and associations for 
spiritual and charitable objects which distinguish 
our times, deserve all the support which they 
receive; but there is danger that the majority of 
professing Christians should rest in mere subsidiary 
usefulness. It should be remembered that indi- 
vidual exertkm is necessary in the cause of Christ ; 
and that it was never intended that any of His 
followers should serve only by proxy. It will 
be seen that the subject of this Memoir, while ever 
ready to support evangelical and benevolent institu- 
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tions to the extent of her ability, was herself a 
persevering and successM labourer in the vineyard 
of her Lord. And to those who desire to have 
before them, every day and under all the varied 
circumstances of life, a practical and active Example 
of the power and excellence of religion, this imper- 
fect sketch is humbly but earnestly recommended. 



The reader will discern that these Letters have 
been written with a free pen; and that with a 
Mother's Portrait, Methodist scenes and services 
have been outlined. This, to some extent, was 
natural and unavoidable. But it will be seen, 
that these outlines are sometimes extended beyond 
the simple necessities of the biography. The 
writer's reasons for such enlargements are twofold, 
and may be soon stated. 
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Though Wesleyan Methodism has been in exist- 
ence for more than a century, it is evidently still 
much misunderstood; for even good men, who write 
and speak of it, strangely misrepresent it; more 
especially when they make reference to its peculiar » 
and social means of grace. An endeavour is made 
in the following pages to exhibit its true features. 
This is done in a somewhat desultory and uncon- 
nected manner; yet so, it is believed, that the 
truth will be satisfactorily gleaned by the reader 
who is not a Methodist : while to Wesleyans them- 
selves these few pen-and-ink sketches of what they 
are familiar with may not be wholly unacceptable. 

But more especially is this volume intended for 
the YOUTH of Methodist parentage and descent. 
And it is humbly hoped, that imperfect as are the 
references made in it to early religious assoda- 
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tions, yet they will be the means of reviving and 
strengthening within youthful readers reverential 
r^ard for the Church of their fiithers. For should 
the perusal of what is harein written raise up but 
one thought of a religious home^ that thought may 
have linked to it a chain of sleeping recollections^ 
which^ when revived^ shall be found to be most 
salutary in their influence. 

F. J. J. 
Lambeth^ July, 1855. 
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" Some we love well : the early presences 
That were first round us, and the silvery tones 
Of those most far away, and dreamy voices 
That sounded all ahout us at the dawn 
Of our young life, — these, as the world of things 
Sets in upon our being like a tide, 
Keep with us, and are ever uppermost. 
And some there are, tall, beautiful, and wise, 
Whose step is heavenward, and whose souls have pass'd 
Out from the nether darkness, and been borne 
Into a new and glorious universe. 
Who speak of things to come : but there is that 
In thy soft eye and long-accustom'd voice. 
Would win me from them all." 

HENBf ALFORD. 

I PURPOSE, my dear Sister, to describe in a 
series of Letters addressed to yourself, the life and 

B 
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example of our dear departed Mother. Yoa have 
heard more than tou saw of her: for she died 
when TOQ were Terv Tonnff. Of her earnest and 
affectionate character Ton cannot &il to have 
some personal remembrances. But these are, of 
necessity^ imperfect. Yon ought to know more 
from others; and especially from a brother who 
had the greater advantage of growing np to man- 
hood under her maternal care. My own love 
and gratitude for her memory are summed up in 
Gray's significant saying : '' A man can have but 
one Mother.^' And though you lost her early, 
you feel that there is something inexpressi- 
bly dear and tender in a Mother's name. I 
wish to deepen this sentiment within you, 
knowing by experience that it is truly salutary 
to cherish it. 

But while addressing this record to you in the 
fiigitive form of Letters, I humbly aim to erect a 
public and more permanent memorial of departed 
excellence. Our dear Mother's character and con- 
duct impressed themselves beneficially on many 
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while she lived ; and I judge that a Memoir of her 
will be lastingly useftd now she is dead. I have 
long felt that the writing of it was a filial duty 
I owed to her memory, and a public duty I owed 
to the Church of Christ. She was a living example 
of practical Christianity ; and, with all the books 
of religious biography that have been published, 
there are not too many records of such examples 
in the world. 

It may be asked why I have chosen to fulfil my 
task in the epistolary form. I answer. Because it 
is more easy, and less stately and pretending, than 
the set style of modem biography, which, by its 
measured formality, restrains the writer from giving 
free expression to his thoughts and recollections. 
It also admits of the introduction of more familiar 
incidents; and one fire-side incident related with 
simplicity, not unfrequently affords more real insight 
into character than a large volume of mere general 
descriptions. And whUe this easier form will allow 
me to use with freedom the language of affection 
and gratitude, — ^which, as a Son, I must employ, 

B 2 



4 A mother's portrait. 

if I write at all^ — it will enable me to point oat^ 
without the stiffness which often deters^ rather than 
invites a reader^ the lessons to be learned from a 
Christian example. 

These Letters are accompanied with Engraved 
Illustrations, for the purpose, not only of producing 
on your mind more distinct and pleasing impres- 
sions of what you read; but also of stimulating 
you, and all who may peruse them, to cultivate 
any taste which the Almighty Creator may have 
implanted within you for the Beautiful. It is a 
gracious design of God that we should be educated 
and refined by such means, as well as by the puri- 
fying lessons of His holy word. "What beauty has 
He not profusely scattered around us, in the forms 
of the universe, His great handywork! Can we 
suppose that we are thus encircled with beauty, 
and grace, and grandeur, without a beneficent pur- 
pose ? Let me earnestly advise you, especially while 
your younger faculties are awake with wonder, to 
store the mind with images of all that is most 
lovely in form and colour, and most marvellous in 
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design. You will reap the benefit afterwards, and 
to the end of life. 

It is not only of such materials that the mind 
compiles its most pleasurable stores; but they are 
most soothing and refreshing amidst the corroding 
and anxious cares of our earthly existence. The 
remembrance of these is always fresh and green, 
however sterile and desolate present and actual cir- 
cumstances may become. It is related of Alexander 
the Great, that in all his wars he carried with 
him a copy of the Iliad, on which, as his richest 
treasure, he laid his active brain to rest at night; 
and it is said, that our own great statesman, 
William Pitt, would retire from the stormiest de- 
bate on war in the House of Commons, and read 
in the stately and transcendent pages of " Paradise 
Lost'^ until morning dawned. It is thus that the 
busiest and most sagacious minds devised a way 
to restore the health and purity of the intellect, 
after it had been dulled and worn with the grosser 
combat of the common affairs of life. 

I shall commence my task with endeavouring to 
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set before you in writing our dear Mother's Portrait. 
I am prompted to do this by the remembrance of 
having often experienced a sense of want on reading 
biographies which have contained no description of 
the person whose life was rekted. In such works 
a feeling of vagueness accompanies one all the way 
through. For want of a substantial form which the 
mind can keep before itself^ the words spoken and 
the acts performed by the person whose life we 
are readings make an unsatisfactory impression. 
How diflFerent from the reality which is embodied 
in Boswell^s " Life of Johnson,^' where we seem to 
live with the grand mental labourer, to see how he 
looked, and to hear the sonorous tones in which he 
uttered his weighty sayings ! How diflFerent from 
the life-like picture, almost unconsciously drawn 
of himself by Wesley in his " Journals/' which, 
after all that others have done so well, are his 
best biography ! 

I shall endeavour, then, to place before you a 
Mother's Portrait; but shall not attempt high 
colouring and finish. You may term it rather a 
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crayon sketch with a free pencil; but it shall be^ 
as far as I can render it so^ true to the life. 

OUR beloved Mother was of middle stature, of 
good proportionate form, and, in the latter part 
of her life, somewhat broad and ftdl in person; 
yet she was remarkably quick and lively in her 
step, and uniformly active in her movements. Her 
countenance was fresh, healthy, and open. It was 
delicately fair in complexion, and slightly tinged 
on the cheeks with colour that deepened with the 
increasing strength of inward emotion. There was 
a peach-like bloom of health and peace almost con- 
stantly upon it. The face was more round than 
oval, in its general outline; somewhat high at the 
cheek-bones; and, as with all good faces, the fea- 
tures were well-defined and harmonious. Her eyes 
were grey, and, as if specially designed for extended 
observation, they were widely set in their distance 
from each other, and full towards the outer comers. 
The nose was significant of decision and strength, and 
projected in full proportion fix)m the face. Her lips 
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were thin, but the mouth was very expressive of 
natural cheerfuhiess. The chin was a little pointed, 
and inclined to the double form when it rested 
against the neck. Her hair was dark brown, which 
she wore plainly parted from the middle of the 
forehead, and hanging low and plentiftdly down at 
the sides of the face. The countenance throughout 
was tenderly expressive both of thought and feeling. 
At seasons of deliberation it was seriously placid 
and calm; but immediately on entering into con- 
versation with her friends, it kindled up into cheer- 
fulness, and not unfrequently appeared radiant vrith 
joy. Religious reverence was its great character- 
istic; and on the whole, I should say that a face 
more sweet, more spiritual, more withdrawn at 
times from earthly objects, and more fiilly bathed in 
genuine devotion, I do not remember to have seen. 

Filial attachment may influence my judgment; 
but to me, hers was a countenance not surpassed 
for womanly purity either by picture or reality. 
There were seasons of motherly association with 
her family, when her entire nature seemed to be 
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suffused with holy feeling, and to tremble in a 
delirium of love. How sweetly serene and rapt 
with devotion was that countenance when lifted up 
to heaven as she knelt in prayer with her children ! 
And how much of celestial radiance seemed to linger 
upon it after she left her closet, where, under the 
bright cloud that had overshadowed her, she had 
knelt and held communion with God! Religion 
literally made her face to shine. All its lines, by 
the influence of her frequent and prolonged visits 
to the secret place of the Divine pavilion, seemed 
touched into child-like simplicity and purity; and 
her whole character was redolent of the richly- 
perfiimed incense of spiritual devotion. How that 
image of piety and worship abides with me through 
succeeding years ! Her miniature portrait, painted 
some years ago, now lies open in its locket before 
me; and at my father's hangs against the wall an 
excellent three-quarters portrait of her by my 
friend, Mr. Green, and for which she sat to him 
in London a short time before she died. But her 
true .and fiill image is in my heart. There it has 
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beat fiR and wxaia finxL eazrr ctnMWwrf: nor vill 
adl iLe pasKOff joy^ aod hai\/^^ of tmirr** life diaae 
avar is deep and i?adffiriie izpreaacai dicre. 

Her dies va$ neaz: box h va$ as fiv lemored 
from Gnifixm pbnmfffff and ^acciscncs B en the ooe 
hand, as it wae from woridhr fehirm and adonunent 
on the other. Indeed, vidi her, as wiA most per- 
xoDft, die uuiaaid dreas was characteristic of the 
mind within. Her arawed princ^Je was to wear 
good dothing; bdiering, as she said, diat it was 
mort economical hr its dorafailitT: bat die was 
earefol to obe;^ the a^osttdic injuncticm, and to 
^^ adorn herself in modest apparel,'' as '^becometh 
a woman professing godliness/' 

Her voice and manners were gentle, but decided. 
^Diere was nothing of hnrry in her words and 
actions; nothing of outward bustle and excitement, 
nuch an you often find in persons who profess to haye 
fitirrterous engagements, and much to do, but who 
in reality accomplish very little. A serene atmo- 
sphere Mcemed ever to be aromid her; but with this 
i\w.m wan a [Kiwcrful and impressive influence attend- 
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ing all she said and did. Mother was^ in the true 
sense of the word, a^ew^fe-woman; but calm energy 
was her great characteristic, — so much so, that 
introduce her where you would, and associate her as 
you pleased, she would soon make herself felt as a 
woman of influence and force of character. Her 
fanuly and friends instinctively looked up to her for 
direction and counsel. Strangers soon felt them- 
selves under the spell of her character; and seat her 
where you might, she speedily made that the chief 
seat in the room, or the head place at the table. 
Sound common sense — that every-day quality for 
life, and which, where not possessed, is not to be 
obtained by any eflFort, or at any price — she had in an 
eminent degree; and this, combined with unaflected 
generosity and affabiUty, rendered her the chosen 
friend and counsellor of many. With such a com- 
bination of qualities, you wiU be prepared to under- 
stand, my dear Sister, how it was that your Mother 
has obtained so lasting a reputation in the city of 
her residence; and that though several years have 
passed away since her sun sank below the horizon 



T * 



rgric of iicr da- 




ui^ vat ■■i^^iniTT^ X ±rnxL cbst InStz wmi mia^ 

I^nr I dUDodenwr to 
sidl^ TOt vill ncnr 
faxie befisr ixm fron dip kmd of filnl afiecdoD, 
tiie oadme fi^mr, and c iwnirim ige of a Mother 
whom Toa but dnnhr remember, I dnll proceed to 
detail to toq the pardcnlais of her fife and oondnct. 
Some of these mar be deemed tririal br others, 
bat they will not be uninteresting to yon. 
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" FoHolvE the strain, 

EnDinaar'il : for to mau in everj clime, 
The sweetest, dearest, noblert ipot belon, 
Is that whinh giv«a him birth ; sDd loug it h 
A charm unbroken, aud its hunonr'd name, 
Hallow'd by racmorj, is fondly breallied 
With hig lost lingering sigh." 



YOUR Mother was bom at Beverley, iit York- 
shire, November the 20th, 1786. This place of her 
birth is one of the most pleasing towns in the 
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kingdom. It is impossible to pass through its 
clean streets^ to see its quiet mansions and gar- 
dens^ open spaces and market-place^ without dis- 
cerning the sources of the health and prosperity 
of its inhabitants. It is a town of true English 
comfort; and the rich and well-cultivated land 
around it, with the salubrious air, renders it pro- 
motive of longevity. To see Beverley in ftdl 
advantage, however, it should be viewed from the 
elevated ground on the west, at some half-mile 
distant ; whence its long line of buildings, with the 
Minster towers and parish church, embosomed in 
rich sylvan scenery, cannot fail to produce in the 
mind high gratification and delight. It might be 
added, that Beverley is not only pleasant and pic- 
turesque in situation, but interesting on account of 
its great antiquity. It is one of those towns which 
originated with the ancient Britons, by whom it was 
named Beaverlac, from a lake on its western side 
where the beaver was hunted; and still bears in 
its records and relics proofs of having passed 
through all the changes of Roman, Saxon, Danish, 
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and Norman possession and existence. Above all^ 
its Minster^ so beautifiilly chaste and feminine in 
its proportions and ornaments, its broad massive 
parish church, and its numerous remains of monas- 
teries and religious houses, attest that it has been 
a town of ecclesiastical distinction. 

The street of this pleasant and venerable town 
in which your Mother was bom is called Lairgate. 
It is the most westerly of all the streets, and ex- 
tends from Keldgate on the south, to North-bar 
Street,— from which the accompanying view of 
Beverley is taken. The house stood on the left- 
hand side. 

The name of our dear Mother^s father was 
Caborn, from, as it would seem, the village of that 
name near to Caistor, in Lincolnshire, the original 
place of his ancestors. Her mother^s name was 
Harrison, and she came fi^m Louth, in the same 
county; as may be seen from a tablet, erected 
to the memory of her brother in the south tran- 
sept of Beverley Minster. As soon after her birth 
as convenient, your Mother was baptized out of 
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the old octagonal and cniioiLBlT caired font, now 
standing at the west end of .the parish chnich of 
St. ^Mary'Sy and was thefe named Elizabeth. 

If I did not remember that I am not writing for 
Tou only, my dear Sister, I should linger over old 
Beverley. For of how great importance to human 
character is the phu^e of birth and of eariy associa- 
tions, — ^the place in which the mind first collects its 
materials for thought and reflection! These give 
form and colouring to scenes firamed by the imagi- 
nation, and therefore affect us throughout life ; nay, 
may, for aught we know, extend their influence into 
eternity. The place of childhood is never forgotten, 
remove where we will or be situated as we may. A 
cheerful sunlight rests upon it, and renders it radiant 
in the remembrance. It is the pivot centre of the 
mind, the warm and unforgotten nest of the heart ; 
yea, the very Eden of our life, where, before we 
were driven forth into the world, we plucked with- 
out restraint the flowers and fruits of innocence 
and joy. Even the emigrant, who adopts another 
country as Ids home, never forgets the place of his 
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birth. He may be surrounded by more classic forms 
and finer scenery; more cloudless skies may bend 
over him ; but to him childhood^s home surpasses all 
he elsewhere beholds, as he shows by speaking of 
it so frequently to his friends or his family, and by 
relating events and incidents of his early days again 
and again. And as ^^the captive hasteneth to be 
loosened,^^ so he seeks to return to his native place. 
It was evident that our dear Mother felt all this. 
She was fondly attached to Beverley, often spoke of 
it to her children, and related to them what she 
saw and heard there when a child, imtil we all felt 
that town to be the place of a second home. 

Our Mother's childhood was spent in Beverley, 
and was especially marked by what is usually de- 
scribed in children as ^^ innocent simplicity .'' But 
even in her earliest years there were indications of 
the intelligence, guilelessness, and strong affection, 
which were so distinguishable in her character in 
afber-life. Indeed, the characteristics of our first 
dispositions and feelings usually remain with us 
through life, as well as our resemblances in feature 

c 



due ^i^mtiKaausL. V^ 

^f^ JUUIC >nCL tIELT' JBUR: lolir 

r^ <Ui9Miii<»ift of miifi^ 

W #ir^3t!(A«^s«# #/ dkyoHtMi Bade ker a Aiwiiir 
^#^ iSm family moA ndigbboiiilKxid. But mac tspt- 
4^Mif mm tAm a faroorite vith liar folicr; for in 
ftMHUm Uf l0^ winning qnalitiesy die mcKt lesem* 
tfk4 Uim in drnptrntUm. 

H4Mm ufU^ %\m eocild rmi^ dbe kamed the letter 
(it iim ulplmifet, and began to learn to read. Ho* 
/^miif( rriirtd wan quick and eager; and she would 
(i\imh t\ut knee» of ber fstther and otiiers almost 
m mHfU fl» ulic could upeak^ and entreat them to 
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teach her to read. And often have I heard her 
relate to her own young family the struggle she had, 
when a child, in her " pursuit of knowledge under 
diflSculties ; ^' and instance, in her own cheerftil 
manner, the humorous misdirection given to her on 
one occasion by her father, who was wearied by 
her frequent questions concerning the true pronun- 
ciation of words. She had climbed his knee after 
dinner, and was trying to spell out the words on a 
newspaper-sheet, many of which were too diflScult 
for her. She spelt out one, and another, and ano- 
ther, by the help of her fatheiy who was engaged 
in some other reading, when at length she came 
to the word vouch, and having spelt it, she inter- 
rupted him by asking for the sound of the word. 
He told her ; and directed her in all her future 
difficulties with words to read vouch in each case : 
a direction not the most judicious to give an art- 
less child, but pardonable under the circumstances. 
Her vouches, however, in newspaper reading became 
too numerous, and extorted too many smiles to be 
continued long; and discovering the fraud, she 

c2 
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leiiised to pnx^eed furtter in that manner^ requiring 
henceforth a separate pronunciation for each new 
and difficult word. 

By persererance these and other difficulties were 
OTcrcome; and she imbibed betimes that love and 
habit of reading, as weD as of acquiring information, 
which remained with her through life. From the 
apparently trivial incident just related, I may also 
remark, that she learned a lesson for life : — not to 
read either books or human character and expe- 
rience without endeavouring to understand what 
was read. And mus it is that firom what appear 
to be at the time unimportant circumstances in 
human life, a future settled course is pursued ; like 
many of England's well-trodden roads, first formed 
by the wandering of cattle, or like many of her 
streams, turned in their first course by, perhaps, 
the root of au oak, or the small fragment of a rock. 

Even at this early period the Holy Spirit gra- 
ciously shed an enlightening and subduing influence 
upon her mind, so that she was led by a power 
which she imderstood not, and when but five or 
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six years old, to go into secret and pray that God 
would make her good and happy. It was no small 
mercy to be thus soon the subject of Divine guid- 
ance and blessing. This mercy, it is to be feared, 
is not sufficiently estimated and sought for "little 
children,^' though our Lord has expressly declared 
that they are to come unto Him. There is restrain- 
ing and preventing grace for them before conversion ; 
for, if there be any religious difference in the young, 
it is surely to be attributed to God. Our Mother 
was not destitute of moral and religious teaching 
by her friends; but in addition to these, she was 
favoured by the drawings of the good Spirit. 

When her childhood was passed, she became ex- 
posed to great danger by being thrown into scenes 
of gaiety and dissipation in high and fashionable 
life. The lady of a nobleman who was Colonel of 
the County Militia, having observed her engaging 
manners, would frequently invite her to their house 
while they were in Beverley. When the regiment 
removed from the town, the lady begged that Bessy 
— our Mother, then a very young girl — might accom- 
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pany her in her travels through the kingdom during 

the continuance of the war, promising to treat her 
youthful charge always as a friend, and to studiously 
promote her comfort and advancement in life. With 
trembling anxiety on the part of her parents, the 
daughter was surrendered to the lady, and remained 
under this new care for several years. 

In this novel situation our Mother saw much of 
Life, as the varieties of human manners and cha- 
racter are termed. She travelled over most parts 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, in the most stir- 
ring times ; and being an attentive observer, had in 
her mind the remembrance of many impressive and 
amusing facts and incidents, which she used to relate 
in after-life to her family and friends. Among 
these were tales of the war-time, including sudden, 
unexpected, and immediate calls upon the regiment 
to march to new stations; strange, eccentric cha- 
racters among the soldiers; odd adventures on the 
road; seizures of baggage-waggons from enraged 
farmers ; overthrow of carriages ; a stormy crossing 
of the Irish Channel, when the passengers were fas- 
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tened down under the hatchway, while the ship 
plunged and creaked, and they expected every mo- 
ment to be drowned; traits of Irish and Scotch 
character, — of Paddy's brogue and wit, poverty and 
blunders, and of Sawney's cool, self-protective words 
and conduct; scenes of mountain and valley, of 
river, lake, and cataract ; and reminiscences of 
gaiety, disappointment, and chagrin, in the whirl- 
ing circles of high life. These stories, related with 
zest, beguiled many a long winter's evening in her 
family; and wrung from her own cheerfiil heart, 
as well as from her listening children, unrestrained 
laughter, as healthful as it was joyous. But in all 
these recitals she was careful to set forth the moral 
lesson to be learned; to condemn the evil and to 
praise the good. 

I may sum up the brief sketch of this period of 
her life, by recording her own grateful testimony, 
that amidst these changeful experiences she was mer- 
cifully preserved. She never loved the world, in the 
sense of that word as applied to human attachment. 
She saw early through the world's false appear- 
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auces; and desired not its pleasures^ honours^ or 
wealth. Admitted by her patroness to an intimacy 
that was highly flattering^ she might have been 
caught by worldly fisiscination. But she was ena- 
1)led to employ reflection as she looked behind the 
scenes of the glittering drama. She discerned how 
restless, how wearied and discontented, were even 
the higher performers ; she conceived a strong and 
abiding distaste for it; and so turned from it to 
seek satisfaction for her yearning heart in affec- 
tion for her father, and in friendship with a few 
select young persons more suited to her than the 
liigh-bom of her sex. At the age of twenty, or 
nearly, she returned to her father^s home. 
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" O HAPPY thej I the LaiJiiiesl of tbcir kind ! 
Whom gentler stare unite, and in nnc fnli; 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their bciti|;s bliiiil. 
'Tis not the coarser tie of huiuaii lu»s, 
I'uiiBtural oft, aud foreigu to the iiiiiul, 
That bii>ds their peace, but iiariiiiniy itself, 
Attonijig all their paseions iiitn luvc : 
Where Friendship full cicrts htv suflcsl iiouir, 
Perfeet esteem, culinincd by dcsiri: 
luefikhle, and sj-inpathj of sonl ; 
Thought meeUng thought, and nil] [,r('vciiiih^> uilt. 
With boundless coiiHdence; for nought but luie 
Can answer love, and render bliss sccuiv." 
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THOUGH now with her own family and friends, 
our Mother was not free from danger; for she 
was at that critical period of life when prudence 
is perhaps most needed, though often least exer- 
cised. The painful and abiding consequences 
of a false step when the girl is entering into 
womanhood, thousands can testify by sorrowfiil 
experience. 

Our dear Mother had several professed admirers 
and suitors. Father, who was then a young man 
of nearly the same age as herself, was among them. 
He was descended on the paternal side from the 
JoBsoNs, who were cattle-graziers near Horn- 
castle, in Lincolnshire^ and on the maternal from 
a ship-owner named Foster, formerly of Hull, and 
afterwards of Barrow, on the south side of the Hum- 
ber. This last-named ancestor of ours was drowned 
at "Spurn Point,^^ while there for some business 
concerning a home-bound vessel, and while seeking 
to save the crew of another owner's ship, which in a 
storm had been driven upon that rocky and dan- 
gerous angle of the south-east coast of Holderness, 



MARRIAGE. 27 

in the East Riding of Yorkshire : a vignette of which 
is given at the head of this Letter. 

It does not appear that either onr grandfather or 
grandmother Jobson was decidedly pious. Yet they 
must have had some convictions in favour of reli- 
gion; for I have heard my Father say, that one of 
the first incidents of his own life which he could 
remember, was associated with a scene of persecu- 
tion against the Methodists assembled for worship in 
his father's kitchen, near the market-place at Horn- 
castle. Grandfather Jobson united himself for the 
war time to the North Lincoln Militia; lost his 
wife ; married again ; and died at Preston, in Lan- 
cashire, leaving some descendants through a son 
William since deceased. 

Father also united himself to this County Militia. 
He uniformly kept apart from the dissipated and 
immoral; so that for his serious and prudent de- 
meanour he was in his youth called a " Methodist.'' 
This was felt by him at that time to be a stigma; 
for he had then no personal association with the 
followers of Wesley, or indeed with evangelical 
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Christians^ to whom the opprobrious tenn was in 
those days more generally applied. Since then, he 
has happily learned to take the name which was 
flung at him as a reproach for a mark of real 
honour. 

It was not unreasonable to expect that two so con- 
genial in disposition and mind as our Mother and 
Father, when they became acquainted, should desire 
the closest union. Their love was pure and strong. 
In both it was what is usually termed " first love ;*' so 
the heart of neither had been scathed or exhausted in 
affection ; and their attachment was deep and abiding. 
At the outset of their more private intercourse, there 
was one imprudent circumstance which produce<l 
its painful consequence. Their intimacy commenced 
>rithout our Mother having first sought counsel of 
her parents. It may be deemed by some, that it 
would have been premature at the time to seek 
such counsel, inasmuch as no formal declaration 
of affection had then been made. But there is an 
instinctive knowledge in true love ; and none of us, 
my dear Sister, ought to allow our afiections to 
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become entangled and engaged, without referring 
to the counsel of those whose natural duty it is 
to direct us. A first step to that which must 
issue in most important consequences, assuredly 
ought not to be taken without parental advice and 
sanction. 

In this instance, as it must ever be in all trans- 
gressions t)f duty, the fruit was bitterness. One 
summer's evening, our Mother was walking across 
the fields with her sxdtor, when they imexpectedly 
met her father, who, although not unobservant 
of their attentions to each other in company, 
did not expect to see them thus associated in a 
retired walk. In his surprise, grandfather Caborn 
asked suddenly, "Bessy, where are you going?'' 
Confiised by the discovery made, Mother replied 
hastily, and in words that might be literally true, 
but which always afterwards were remembered by 
her as words of foolish and dishonourable conceal- 
ment, " Why, Mr. Jobson was so kind as to see me 
home, and I am walking with him part of the way 
back again.^' Such an answer was not likely to 
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reliere the case; and her father said somewhat 
sharplT, "Come home with me!" She replied, in 
disobedient words which she nerer forgot, "I shall 
not !" This scene was followed bv tears of sorrow, 
and by forgiveness; and led to explanations which 
had a pleasing and satis&ctorr result to all the par- 
ties concerned. 

On the 7th of September, 1809, our dear Mother 
and Father were united in marriage at Doveroourt, 
in the county of Essex, where the North Lincoln 
Militia was then stationed. Our Mother thus en- 
tered on a restless and trying life. She had at that 
time no fixed home, but was moving firom place to 
place ; and though firom Father's office, — ^which was to 
provide for the raiment, — ^he was able to secure for 
his wife the most available comforts, yet the inconve- 
niences and hardships of a soldier's life were such 
as it was far more easy to relate afterwards, than to 
bear at the time. But our dear Mother's cheerfiil 
and buoyant spirit upheld her. I have often heard 
her tell of those days of danger and difficulty; — 
of fears through Luddite malcontents in Lan- 
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cashire. and Irish insurrectionists across the Chan- 
nel. Afterwards, she remembered that period of 
trial with cheerful gratitude; so that when in the 
lapse of years Father had, imder her advice, resigned 
his place in the army, and returned from the deli- 
very at the post-office of his letter of resignation, 
saying, "Now my soldier's life is ended !'^ she 
burst into tears ; and on being reminded that it was 
with her ftill consent the resignation had been sent 
in, she replied, " Yes ; but I cannot help the tears 
that flow from the memory of the past : for though 
trying in some of its portions, yet it is to me full of 
grateful interest/^ 

In these circumstances of a soldier's wandering 
life her first two children, John and myself, were 
bom. When the Peace of 1815 was proclaimed, 
the Militia returned to its own county of Lincoln, 
and for the most part was broken up. At first, 
Father and Mother went to reside at Boston ; and 
there sister Anne and brother David were bom. 
This town is now sunk down to one of less than 
second-rate importance; but it was six hundred 
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years ago one of the most busy and prosperous 
of the ports of England. It is also honourably 
associated with the names of several of the 
" Pilgrim Fathers," who were driven by persecu- 
tion to America in the seventeenth century; and 
with the name of Fox the Martyrologist, who 
was bom there, and whose huge folio volume 
on the murderous deeds of Popery, with its salu- 
tary engravings, you will not fail to remember. 
This town, however, will be principally known 
to you by its stately church-tower, of three hun- 
dred feet high, standing near to the line of the 
Great Northern Railway, and finished at the top 
with its beautiful octagonal lantern, which in for- 
mer times was lighted at night for the benefit of 
voy^ers and travellers in the Lincolnshire Fens, 
before those parts were drained and enclosed. After 
the conclusion of the war, our dear Parents re- 
sided at Boston for a few years. Probably they 
were 'drawn to it by family associations, — Father's 
uncles having resided there and in the neigh- 
bourhood. But it did not long prove satisfac- 
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tory to them as a place of residence^ though 
several impressive providential circumstances^ both 
to themselves 'and their children, became indelibly 
associated with it. And at length Father finding it 
inconvenient frequently to travel to Lincoln, where 
the remaining Staff of the Militia was to which he 
still belonged, they removed to that city, and made 
it the place of their permanent abode. 

Over the description of ancient Lincoln I could 
fain linger fondly, as well as over Beverley, endeared 
as it is to us by such deep and varied associations. 
But to yourself this is scarcely needful. Its time- 
honoured and grand remains, — ^the magnificent Ca- 
thedral, enthroned so proudly " on its sovereign 
hill,'' the superb ruins of the Episcopal Palace, the 
stem old Castle Keep, the imposing Roman North 
Gate, and its numerous other mementoes of mili- 
tary, feudal, and ecclesiastical influence, — must often 
seem to present themselves almost to your sight; 
nor are you imfamiliar with the names of historic 
fame connected with old Lincoln. I need only ob- 
serve, in concluding this Letter, that to us, as Chris- 
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tians, the grand old city has still nobler attractions^ 
inasmuch as it was there the work of conyersion 
began in our fEunily : it was the spiritual birth- 
place of some who were near and dear to us and 
have ^'passed into the skies/' as well as of some 
that remain upon earth. 
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" Opek your gitm, ye everl«ating pilei I 
l^pea of the Bpiritual church whicli Qod hsth resr'i]. 
Not lotli wB qnit the newly-hallow'd sward 
And hmnlilG ^tar, ^mid jour BomptnonH BisleB 
To kneel, — or thrid jonr intricata defilei ; — 
Or dowD the nare to pace in motion ilov. 
Watching, with apward eye, the tall tower grow 
And mount, at every rtep, with living wiles 
lustiDCt, — to ronae the heart and lead the will 
By s br^ht ladder to the world above. 
Open your galcc, ye mononieDts of Love 
Divine ! then Lincoh, on thy sovereign hilll 
Thou statdy York I and ye, whose ipleadoura cheer 
Ilia and Cam, to patient science dear 1 " 



D 2 



36 AN AGED FATHER. 

IN the city of Lincoln^ when our dear Mother 
went to reside there^ her own father had already 
settled^ with his unmarried daughter^ Aunt Sarah. 
He lived in a stone house on the right-hand side 
of the road leading from the Castle-Hill to the 
'Chequer Gate of the Cathedral; and had by this 
time become the subject of the renewing and saving 
grace of God. 

Grandfather Cabom's conversion was somewhat 
remarkable in its circumstances; and considering 
his relation to her^ as well as the fact that he was 
tiie chosen instrument of Mother^s conversion, I 
deem it well to describe his spiritual case, and what 
led to his serious impressions. He had retired from 
active life, and spent much of his time in fishing 
and shooting. Of fishing he was passionately fond, 
as the family on that side seem to have been. I 
have heard Mother relate how, in her young days, 
she used to accompany him to angle in summer, 
and used to sit with him in a boat, through succes- 
sive hours, until late in the evening, reading to him, 
or preparing his baits. He was also fond of his gun. 
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One day^ he was shooting on the ground south 
of the Bishop's Palace ruins^ when, in running to 
take up a fallen bird^ he stumbled over the stump 
of a broken tree, and hurt his leg. Being at an 
advanced age, the hurt threatened to be serious in 
its consequences, and confined him for a consider- 
able time to his chamber. Here he began to reflect 
on his past life, and to think of an approaching eter- 
nity, for which he knew himself to be unprepared. 

He had in the room a book of devotions by 
the Rev. Robert Russell, — a book well known a 
generation or two ago : he opened it on a form of 
prayer just suited to his feelings, and began to 
repeat the prayer with all his heart. He was 
graciously heard in heaven ; and the act led to true 
repentance. Afraid to be half-hearted, he earnestly 
resolved to write down all his past sins, so far as 
he could remember them, and to seek forgiveness for 
them, one by one. The long, dark catalogue, when 
he had drawn it out, as well it might, almost drove 
him to despair. He spent weeks of contrite bitter- 
ness, could scarcely eat, drink, or sleep; and his 
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friends were afiraid he would lose his reason. They 
remonstrated; but he persevered until he obtained 
deliverance. 

One day^ while agonizing for mercy in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christy with the long list of his 
offences spread out before him^ he was enabled by 
the faith of the heart to appropriate the merits of his 
Divine Saviour to his own case as a sinner^ when he 
immediately felt flow into his soul '^the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding/' and became 
divinely assured that his sins which were many were 
aU foi^ven. 

He walked now, for some- time, in the light of 
God's countenance. But an hour came when 
under special provocation he gave way to anger, 
and was brought into the darkness of condemna- 
tion. He lost the Comforter; but mourned His 
absence night and day until He returned. Having 
no worldly cares, he devoted himself to a wholly 
religious life; and attended for Divine worship at 
the Cathedral twice a day, not only on the Sabbath, 
but on each day of the week. In winter time it 
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must have been a cold^ shivering service for him^ 
an aged man^ in that immense hollow pile^ where 
his only companions would be — exclusive of a few 
chirping robins — ^the dignitary in residence, the 
Priest- Vicar for the day, the organist, and the 
choristers, with now and then an attendant from 
curiosity. But as regularly as the Cathedral bell 
began to sound its summons for worshippers, he 
sought his hat and stick, and pacing his way 
through "the long-drawn aisle" of the nave of 
that venerable building, and entering the choir by 
the door of the organ-screen, he took his place 
in the pews. 

He was considerably more than sixty years of 
age when he experienced this inward and spiritual 
change, and he lived to be eighty. He continued 
his attendance at the Cathedral to that advanced 
age, as also the rigid practice of fasting from food 
of any kind, until six o'clock in the evening, on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. This latter practice, to 
such extent, he used to say, he would not recom- 
mend to others; (for, no doubt, he felt its severity 
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mt kb jTtst a^, and with his rapid waste of life;) 
hut, haTing Towed unto the Lord concerning it 
when he had yielded to anger^ he was faithful to 
pet^Mnn that which he had vowed. His attendance 
at the Cathedral serrices^ and at the administration 
of the Lord's Supper, attracted the attention of the 
Minster Clergy. His devout manner impressed 
them; they visited him, and conversed with him. 
But they were perplexed by what he related to 
them of his conversion, and of his religious ex- 
perience. They said he must be in error: such 
things as he spoke of only belonged to the day 
of Pentecost, and the times of the Apostles : there 
was no such thing as the assurance of salvation 
now ! Yet he remained unshaken, testified of what 
he knew, and supported what he said by passages 
from the Scri])turcs and the Book of Common 
Prayer. Ho ustnl to express great r^ret that he 
turned to God so late in life: vet he was a truly 
happy saint. I well remember the upright slender 
old man speaking with thankiulness of the good- 
ness and merev of God to him ; and how the swift 
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tears of joy floired down his aged cheeks^ as he 
exclaimed in filial love^ ''Abba^ Father! Abba, 
Father ! " 

There were, indeed, times when he was so " fiUed 
with the Spirit^' that his frame shook with the 
Divine Presence. He spent all his spare time and 
money among the sick and the poor. He had for 
many years greatly enjoyed life, with all its warm 
associations, and was naturally afraid of death; so 
that when first attacked by the sickness which 
brought him to his end, he shivered and shrank 
away from the cold river, being much harassed by 
the Evil One. But by prayer and faith he obtained 
strength to go over Jordan; said he knew that the 
Lord would not only save him, but also his chil- 
dren's children ; and died on the 3rd of July, 1819, 
triumphantly exdaitning, " The room is full of 
Ught : angels are come for me ! — ^ O grave, where 
is thy victory ? O death, where is thy sting ? ' " 

As soon as Grandfather became himself a par- 
taker of the saving grace of God, he began to 
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tlesiie and seek the salntioii of others, especially 
of his ovn fionihr. His strong affection for Mother 
led him to visit her daihr, — though liTing more than 
a mile firom oar dwellings vhidi was below the 
'' Sleep Hill/* — and constrained him to speak fire- 
qnmthr to her on the necessitr of seeking the salva- 
tion of her sooL She readilT listened to him, and 
rejoiced in his peaceful and hi^j ccmdition. But 
what he said concerning regoieration as an essential 
preparation for heaven^ was as mTsterioas to her as 
that whidi was spoken hr the Sarioor to Nicodemus 
of cdd. One day, howerer, when her &ther had 
been speaking eamestlr to her on this great 
w<xk of the H(^ Spirit, she erinced considerable 
emotion; and he invited her to accompany him on 
Good-FridaT — ^which was near — to receive the 
Lrad's Siqiper at the CathedraL She promised 
him that she would do so; but parhaps as much 
under the influence of filial obedience as of any 
other feeling. Then her &ther observed, that the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper was a very solemn 
ordinance; and, after explaining to her its nature 
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and object, he spoke to her of the preparatory 
duties to be performed before going to partake of 
it, and especially of repentance and earnest prayer. 
She said, ^'I will pray to God; but what I have 
to repent of I do not know, except it be the want 
of sufficient love and obedience to you/' "There 
is no necessity on that account,'' said the father; 
" but there is for your want of love and obedience 
to God, your heavenly Father; and that you may 
see this, let us now take the Ten Commandments, 
and read them one by one. I wiU read, and you 
shall examine yourself and answer as I proceed/' 

The Bible or the Prayer-book was brought, and 
the reading began. To the first Commandment, 
not knowing its spiritual meaning, and viewing it 
only in a literal interpretation. Mother answered, 
"I have not to repent in relation to that Com- 
mandment; for I always acknowledged the true 
Grod." Neither could she perceive that she was 
guilty of transgression in relation to the second and 
third Commandments. But when the fourth was 
read, she said, "I must acknowledge that I have 
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not alwuTS oboTtd that, and kept the Sabbath holy 
to the Lorcl.^^ The Commandment now came home 
to her heart with all the power of the law which 
oottTiiKWi of sin; the Spirit's sword pierced her; 
she was aoon bitikexi down into deep and godly 
scinrow; and not onhr be£xe her fiither, but alone 
in her ehamher* she eonfessei her sins and prayed 
far Dirine fix^Tencss. light now began to shine 
on other CVimmandmtnitsi concerning which she had 
preTkittsiT deebwd hersctf to be ** Not fpodlty^^ She 
disemied how she had eouumtted the sin of idolatry 
with regaid to hersdt her fiumilT, and the world; 
how she had uxd the name of the Lord without 
rercitmce, and had dieftloK' taken it in Tain. 
Doiii^ the dars that elsqpsed lieliwe Good-Friday 
she sought fixgiTeACiss widi snong cxies and 
manr tears. She mooraed orer her sinfidness 
in the darkness of the night> and in secret; 
and wharercr ^le was^ ponred oat her complaint to 
God. 

Good-FiidaT morning cmme : slie joiMd her aged 
&thcr, and with much iear and tremhliiia^ entered 
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the Cathedral. She penitently engaged in the public 
prayers ; and when she heard the Minister's sermon 
on the pitying love of Christ which led Him to 
give Himself a ransom for sinners, she felt her 
whole nature suffused with godly sorrow, so that 
it seemed as if it would dissolve her very life within. 
The first service being concluded, Mother remained, 
with her father and the few communicants ; and 
when at the Table of the Lord, and while partaking 
of the emblems and memorials of the body and 
blood of Christ, she had such a vivid view of His 
atoning sacrifice as at once inspired her whole 
soul with love to Him, so that, as I have heard 
her say, she could then have shouted aloud her 
adoration of Him. She went home still more fiilly 
bowed down with inward sacred grief, and entered 
her chamber. There she prayed, meditated, recited 
passages of Holy Scripture, and verses of hymns, 
alternately. And while pacing the room, and 
speaking to herself in the words of that solemn 
hymn on the Crucifixion, by Samuel Wesley the 
elder, — 
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" Behold the Saviour of mankind, 
Nail'd to the shameful tree ! 
How vast the love that Him inclined 
To hleed and die for me I 

" Hark how He groans, — while nature shakes, 
And earth's strong pillars bend ; 
The temple's veil in sunder breaks. 
The solid marbles rend I 
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T is done 1 the precious ransom 's paid ; — 
* Receive my soul I * He cries : 
See where He bows His sacred head 1 
He bows His head and dies !" — 

she was enabled to apply by faith the efficacious 
merit of Christ^s sacrifice to her own case as a sin- 
ner. And when she reached the remaining verse, — 



ft 



But soon He '11 break death's envious chain, 

And in fall glory shine ! 
O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 

"Was ever love like Thine ?" — 



and repeated it, her soul was liberated from its sepul- 
chre and grave-clothes of sin; and she rose exult- 
antly into the full light and liberty of a spiritual 
child of God. The Divine testimony of her adop- 
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tion was thus clear and decided. There was nothing 
vague or uncertain in this part of her experience. 
And of how great importance this clear sense of 
her adoption was, the truly spiritual believer only 
can comprehend. It was the strong source of that 
powerful fsith which she so frequently afterwards 
exercised in prayer, as also of her clear trust in 
Divine Providence ; while it mingled with and 
illumined all her thoughts and prospects of death 
and eternity. Good-Friday was always after her 
conversion observed by her as a day of comme- 
morating her " death unto sin, and new birth unto 
righteousness;'^ and as a solemn feast-day to her 
soul. And nearly all the regenerate children of God 
must feel that such days should be thus grateftilly 
and devoutly marked in the calendar of their lives. 

For some time our dear Mother walked in the 
unclouded brightness of the Divine favour. She 
was in the land of Beulah. It seemed a new world 
in which she now lived: creation appeared more 
lovely ; her affections to her family were felt to be 
more pure and strong ; she had no fear or sorrow ; 
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wondered wliat temptation was^ and was ready to 
say, " My mountain standeth strong : I shall never 
be moved/' But, at length, the Adversary was 
permitted to approach. He came down in great 
power and wrath; set all her past sins in fearAil 
array before her, and with aggravating circum- 
stances; tempted her to doubt her forgiveness, and 
to believe that all her joyous experience of the love 
of Gk>d was a delusion. Satan also injected unbe- 
lieving and blasphemous thoughts, until he had filled 
her soul with darkness. This severe conflict con- 
tinued for several weeks. She loathed food, had 
but little sleep, and the trial almost exhausted her 
Ufe. But amidst it all she struggled to keep hold 
of Christ, — ^though, as Fletcher says, it was " naked 
faith holding by a naked promise," — and finally 
gained the victory. 

This was, perhaps, the greatest spiritual trial she 
ever endured. It was her fight with Apollyon, and 
was strong in her remembrance to the end of her 
days. It was no doubt over-ruled for her religious 
benefit, and taught her to distinguish between sin 
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and the powerful temptations of the Evil One; a 
point of experience on which young Cliristians espe- 
cially are liable to detrimental and discouraging 
error. She came out of the struggle with increased 
graces; the victory was encouraging to herself; 
and she often spoke of it for the benefit of others. 

Soon after her conversion^ our dear Mother began 
to attend occasionally the Sabbath and week-evening 
services at the Methodist Chapel in St. Swithin's 
Lane ; there being at that time no evening Church 
service in the city of Lincohi, except at St. Martinis, 
which was a mile distant from her home^ but whither 
she sometimes went. Her aged father also began to 
attend the Wesleyan Place of Worship on Sabbath 
evenings with her. They both found here, under the 
Good Shepherd, green pastures and still waters for the 
soul; and thus, though reckoning themselves members 
of the Established Church, and attending its services 
when practicable, yet, hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness, they persevered in going to the Wes- 
leyan Chapel on the Sabbath and week-day evenings. 

E 
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begun to attend tlie Chapel with her. He offered 
to obtain for them a suitable pew^ and incited 
them to become weekly associates in his house with 
them that feared the Lord^ and spake to each other 
of God^s work within them. Father and Mother 
hesitated for some time; not being willing to sepa- 
rate ihemselYes so folly from the Established Church 
as this would seem to imply ; not comprehending the 
real character of a Methodist class-meeting ; and not 
deeming themselves worthy of being so intimately 
joined in fellowship with the saints of the Lord. 

At lengthy after the real character and object of 
meeting in class had been explained to them^ they 
went^ and found what was truly helpful as well as con- 
genial to them. Father had by this time become 
seriously impressed with the importance of personal 
religion ; indeed^ it was impossible for one so devoted 
to his wife as he was^ to see such earnestness in her 
and remain unconcerned. Family prayer had been 
established^ though they were not able to conduct 
it without the help of the Book of Common Prayer. 
This was their daily practice for some years; and 
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they used also to read the Collect^ Gospel^ and 
Epistle for the day. And though the Methodist 
Chapel became afterwards their stated place of 
worship^ yet they never wholly forsook the services 
of the Cathedral and the parish Church. The Prayer- 
Book also was occasionally used after they ceased to 
trust to it entirely^ and after they had learned to pour 
out their hearts before Gk>d in free spontaneous peti- 
tions. The grateful recollection that the Church of 
England had been the spiritual birth-place of Mother^ 
her father^ and her husband^ forbad that they should 
hold it in slight estimation^ or wholly forsake it. 

But Methodism was our dear Mother's true home. 
There was something in its social^ joyous character^ 
peculiarly suited to her temperament. Its hymns 
of fervour and true devotion, its unrestricted doc- 
trines of grace and salvation, and its varied means 
of usefulness, well suited her ardent, generous, and 
active soul. The dass-meeting was especially de- 
lightful to her, whose whole spirit seemed constantly 
to be crying out with the Spouse in the Canticles, 
" Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou 
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feedest^ and where thou makest thy flock to rest at 
noon/^ She had much to relate of the loving-kindness 
of the Lord^ and therefore was glad to join in this 
more intimate communion of Gk)d^8 children. 

I remember well those seasons of Christian fellow- 
ship in the good old man^s house^ when but a little 
child I went with Father and Mother^ and sat on a 
low wooden stool by the fireside. Against the plain 
deal table^ with the Bible and Hymn-book open 
before him^ and in a high*backed chair^ sat the tall 
old man^ Noble Sproule the Class-Leader^ clothed 
in blacky and with a dark brown wig over his 
strongly-marked^ weather-beaten^ soldier-like visage. 
Around the table^ on forms and chairs^ were as many 
as the room would hold^ rich and poor together. 
A hymn was sung^ prayer was oflered up^ the Leader 
related his weeVs spiritual experience^ and then in 
his primitive style proposed a suitable question to 
each member, such as, '^Mary, what is the state 
of your soul?" ''John, has this been a good week 
to you religiously ?'' "William, has the Lord been 
blessing you since you were last with us?" 



Ai At doK of eack bnef TCfiy, gahaHi* oounsel 
wai given Imt die Leador: and -whok the entire dass 
had heen wfoksst to, die Bfide^as lead or le&ned 
to; aiioiha Tcne or tvo of a hjnm was sung: 



Let cKk ks iciBB^ »l 



Or, it might he, — 



AfCKCtO 



And sometiiiies the raptiiroos enjoyment in the 
meeting was such as leqniied for its eiqpiession, — 



' And if oar fidkvsk^ bdov 

Ih Jesas be so sweet* 
Wkat heights of npCve daD ve 

'Wbcn ramd ffii thiQBC ve Beet ! 



Then prajrer was again offisred, hearty responses 
weie heard; and the memhers, after eontribixting 
to the Chnrdi of God as they were able, and after 
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expressing kindly inquiries r^arding each other's 
wel&re^ shook hands and parted. 

Scenes of more primitive Christian simplicity 
than these at Noble Sproule's were never witnessed. 
How that band of Christ^s disciples wept, rejoiced, 
and prayed tc^ether ! In that homely room, where 
they ^' spake often one to i^other,'^ they looked 
into each other's hearts and lives, and found how 
similar were their temptations and their sorrows. 
How artlessly they told each other what God had 
done for their souls, until they rejoiced exceed- 
ingly: the very bruised reed breathed praise, and 
the smoking flax burst forth into a flame! And 
then how with united emphasis they lifted the 
prayer aloud! The heavens rent at their cry, and 
Grod came down with saving power ! ^^ Joy imspeak- 
able and full of glory" swelled each breast, and 
filled each eye. The lambent flame seemed to leap 
from heart to heart, until the spiritual rapture was 
only inferior to that of the triumphant choir above. 
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well recollect that when a child at school I was 
taunted with the name on their account; and that 
when our Parents were going to the class-meeting, 
or to the Chapel, ribald Sabbath-breakers would scoff 
at them in the street. This, however, never made 
them shrink from the performance of duty : it was 
rather regarded as a token that Satan was enraged 
because they had escaped from his evil slavery ; and 
so they persevered and rejoiced. Persecution some- 
times took more offensive forms than this, even at 
that period. Profane ychiths would let sparrows loose 
in the meetings ; and thus the lights were sometimes 
put out while the worshippers were on their knees. It 
must be confessed, that the more influential classes of 
society too often heard of these doings with compla- 
cency ; for it was deemed any thing but respectable 
to be a Methodist, and the persecution of Methodists 
by such means was, by some, only reckoned ^^ good 
pastime.^^ Our dear Parents clung to their new pro- 
fession in spite of the world's judgment that it was 
disreputable; and were not backward in showing 
that, whatever the world might say or do, they were 
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detennined to be an the Lord's side. I remember 
when the square in front of om* house at St. Mark's 
Haoe was oociqiied by Methodist Ministers who 
came to preadi there in the open air^ how Father 
and Modier welcomed them^ took out chairs for 
them, and risked both chairs and windows; for 
stones wonld sometimes be thrown on these occa- 
sions, and something like a riot be attempted. 

These, however, were but mild forms of persecu- 
tion, as compared with what was experienced by 
those who had courage enough to take upon them 
the opprobrious name of '^ Methodist '' in the begin- 
ning. A rapid glance at the manner in which Meth- 
odism was introduced into Lincolnshire, and at its 
local history up to the time that our dear Mother 
became connected with it, may enable you to under- 
stand the position and influence of the Church she 
had now joined, and with which she was actively and 
usefully associated to the end of her life on earth ; 
as well as to become acquainted with the character 
and labours of the first instruments employed by 
God for its establishment in the land. 
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Of that lamentable state of depravity and spiritual 
degradation into which England had too generally 
sunk before Wesley and Whitefield began their evan- 
gelical labours^ Lincolnshire largely partook. It 
seems^ indeed^ to have had in this respect a bad pre- 
eminence^ and to have been morally worse than most 
other counties. Fearful ignorance^ love of cruel and 
brutal sports^ vulgar drunkenness^ and other gross 
forms of wickedness^ mingled with pitiable supersti- 
tion^ marked its population. For a considerable time 
after the Wesleys had commenced their itinerant work, 
though this was their native county, the benighted 
people of Lincolnshire had shared little of their 
labours, compared with the poor superstitious Papists 
of teland, the miners of Wales^ the keelmen of the 
Tyne, the colliers of Yorkshire, Staffordshire, and 
Eingswood, and the smugglers and miners of Corn- 
wall. This might be from the comparative isolation of 
the shire ; for it was not, at that time, in the great 
thoroughfare of the kingdom, and was regarded prin- 
cipally as the land of fens, and the region of ague. Mr. 
Wesley^s personal visits to it were few; and his itine- 
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rant fellow-labooirers were very thinly scattered over 
the county. And when the kingdom had been divided 
into twenty Circuits, Lincolnshire and part of Not- 
tinghamshire formed but one Circuit, with only two 
Preachers, who were two months in going their 
round, so that they could visit the chief places but 
seldom, and had scarcely any time at home. 

" To be a Methodist Preacher,'^ said Mr. Wesley 
to one of them who was going forth on his itinerant 
labours, '^is not the way to ease, honour, pleasure, 
or profit. It is a life of much labour and reproach. 
Theyofkenfaxeliard; often are in want. They are 
liable to be beaten, stoned, and abused in various 
maimers. Consider this, before you engage in so un- 
comfortable a way of life.'' And thus the Preach- 
ers first appointed to Lincolnshire found it ; for they 
went to privation, suffering, and hardship, amidst 
a rude, ignorant, and immoral people; and into a 
country only partially drained and abounding with 
fens, — ^where the waters often were out, and the bad 
roads often hidden in unenclosed parts with snow. 
Imagine one of the early Preachers sent forth into 
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such a Circuit. He perhaps received his appoint- 
ment unexpectedly ; for though Mr. Wesley never sent 
out unknown and untried men^ yet there was not the 
formal process of the Quarterly and District Meet- 
ings in those infant days. One of the Preachers 
would, perhaps, recommend the new man as having 
evinced grace, gifts, and fruit, in preaching the 
Gospel locally; and Mr. Wesley would take note 
of him for himself, place his name on a special 
list, and send him forth into the wider field 
when necessity required. The Preacher thus ap- 
pointed had to provide himself with a horse ; with 
saddle-bags to hold his wardrobe, books, and not 
unfrequently his meals ; and to go forth a complete 
" stranger in a strange land.'^ The home provided 
for him was perhaps a small room in the house 
of some poor person, where he had his " bed, table, 
stool, and candlestick,^' like the Prophet Elisha in 
the house of the Shunammite. In this room he 
would not spend more than one or two nights 
within a month. His fare was always homely, 
and not always certain. 
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What kind of reception these first Missionaries 
of Methodism met with in Lincobishire, you may 
find jfrom some of their auto-biographies, written 
at Mr. Wesley^s request, and inserted by him in 
the early volumes of the ^'Arminian Magazine.^^ 
Thus Thomas Mitchell relates: ^^In the year 
1751, I was stationed in Lincohishire. I found a 
serious people and an open door; but there were 
many adyersaries. This was by far the most try- 
ing year which I had ever known.^^ And then 
follows a description of the barbarous treatment he 
received at Wrangle, where, after preaching at five 
o^clock in the morning, two constables seized him, 
kept him tiU four in the afternoon, and then deU- 
vered him to the mob, who threw him into a pool of 
standing water, made him pass seven times through 
it, — though it reached up to his neck, — and then 
painted his wet clothes all over with white paint. 
They now took him to a public-house, and kept him 
there till they had put five of his Mends into the 
water. Then they carried him out, and threw 
him into a great pond, which was ten or twelve 
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feet deep^ where he became senseless; but they 
dragged him out and put him to bed. Very soon they 
pulled him violently out of bed^ carried him into the 
street^ and threatened to take away one of his limbs^ 
unless he would promise to come there no more. 
He would give no such promise ; and now they con- 
sulted one by whose counsel they seem to have been 
all along guided^ — "the Minister V We have thus 
a proof of the fact, then too well apparent, that at that 
period some of the Clergy were as awfully degraded as 
the people. "The Minister ^^ told them they must 
take the Preachers out of the parish. Mr. Mitchell^s 
own clothes were unfit to put on -, so they put an old 
coat about him, took him a mile, and set him upon a 
hiU, and there lefl him, "penniless and friendless,'' 
after shouting three times, " Gt>d save the King, and 
the devil take the Preacher !'' Weak and ill as he 
was, he succeeded with extreme difficulty in reaching 
the house of a Mend who resided three or four miles 
off; and here he was kindly cared for, but had to rest 
four days before he recovered so far as to be able to 
resume his itinerant labours. 
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Then/' says he, '^ I went into the Circuit, where 
I met with more persecution. As I was preaching 
in a certain village in the Fen, the mob came into 
the house, and broke through the congregation, in 
order to pull me down; but the good woman of the 
house took me into the parlour, and stood in the 
door with a great kitchen-poker in her hand, and 
told the mob, the first man that came near the door 
she would knock him down.'' The woman's threat 
was eflfectual; and the mob "left the house without 
doing much harm." How vain were these wild 
endeavours of the servants of Satan either in injur- 
ing the soul of this persecuted man of God, or in 
checking God's work, may be seen by a few striking 
sentences in this account of Thomas Mitchell. 
"From the beginning to the end," says he, "my 
mind was in perfect peace. I found no anger or 
resentment, but could heartily pray for my perse- 
cutors." "In the midst of this persecution many 
were brought to the saving knowledge of God ; and 
as the sufferings of Christ abounded, so our consola- 
tions by Christ abounded also." 
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The work of these Christian pioneers was^ how- 
ever, hazardous aiid trying for many succeeding 
years. In another volume of the "Arminian 
Magazine '^ we have an account of the treat- 
ment met with in Lincohishire in the year 
1757, by Alexander Mather, a inan of early 
education and of well-disciplined mind, as well 
as of earnest and persevering labour. He relates 
how, while standing up to preach in the market- 
place of Boston, a large mob appeared, with a 
drum beating before them, and threw squibs among 
the people. Finding it impossible to be heard, 
the Preacher proposed removing with his friends 
to another place, when they were assailed with 
dirt and stones that "flew like hail on every 
side.^^ One of the mob struck up Mr. Mather^s 
heels, and others gave him blows. Another collared 
him, with the intent to throw him into a horse- 
pond ; but this was prevented by a gentleman. Re- 
turning into the town to get his horse, dirt was 
hurled upon him from the street-gutters. Before he 
reached his inn, again they attempted to strike up 
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his heels^ but taalei. '^ At the same time" he con- 
tinues^ ''one threw a stone, which struck me on the 
temple. I then concluded I must die in their 
hands; but, by the mercy of God, I was strangely 
brought through all the multitude to the inn where 
I had alighted. Being sat down, my first thought 
was, ' Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do.' Indeed, my mind (glory be to God !) was 
kept through the whole in perfect peace. By this 
time some of my Mends, who had followed at a dis- 
tance, were come in, and were washing my wound, 
when the mob came to the door, threatening what 
they would do to the house, if the landlord did not 

turn me out After a while I mounted my horse 

in the yard, and then, the gates being opened, rode 
through a shower of stones, and came safe to our 
firiend's house. But I was so bruised, almost from 
head to foot, that when I was cold, I could hardly 
stir. And it was a ftdl year before I quite recovered 
the hurts which I then received.^' 

A year later, another of these Methodist mission- 
aries, Thomas Lee, gives us a brief memorandum. 
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which shows ns that though the sowing of the spi- 
ritual seed had been hard work for the sowers^ it had 
fallen into good ground. ''In the year 1758," says 
he, ''I was stationed in Lincolnshire. The whole 
county, now divided into three/' (he writes in 1779,) 
''was then only in one Circuit. So I spent two 
months in the eastern part, and then two months in 
Ihe western. I was in this Circuit about sixteen 
months in all. And I did not labour in vain. There 
was a very considerable increase in the Societies, and 
many souls were brought to the saving knowledge 
of God. And though the rides were long, and the 
work was hard, yet all was made easy and comfort- 
able. The Lord was greatly with us, and the people 
in general were loving and teachable; and I know 
not if I shall ever love a people better on this side 
eternity.^' 

Methodism obtained a footing in several places 
within the county, before it was received in the dty 
of Lincoln itself. The village of Newton seems to 
have been the first of the places now in the Lincoln 
Circuit, at which a Society was formed. But here, 
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again^ its infancy was one of persecution. Thus, the 
Eev. Abraham Watmough, in his '' History of Meth- 
odism in the Neighbourhood and City of Lincoln/' 
relates that ^^ the Society at Newton was in existence 
before the year 1750, about which period they held 
their meetings in the house of a person of the name 
of Skelton, a respectable resident of the place, whom 
the mob treated severely for harbouring the Method- 
ists under his roof. They broke all the windows in 
his house to shivers. Next, they went to the stable, 
and, cutting the mane and tail off the Preacher's 
horse, proceeded to tar and cover it with feathers.^^ 
At North Scarle, also within the present Lincoln 
Circuit, and on the same side of it as Newton, Mr. 
Wesley (as we find from his ^' Journal^') preached in 
1759; and thither multitudes flocked to hear him 
from the neighbouring places. Yet his account of 
this visit reveals the moumfrd fact, that the people 
were then in a sad state of spiritual darkness. He 
tells us that though he spoke on the first principles 
of religion, and as plainly as he could, they under- 
stood him as little as though he had spoken Greek. 
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Mr. Wesley visited Newton in 1770, and thus 
highly commends the Society, which had now twenty 
years of religions growth upon it : ^' A people more 
loving, more artless, or more athirst for God, I have 
seldom seen." At least as early as this, the Societies 
at Besthorpe and Girton, contiguous to Newton and 
Scarle, are believed to have been formed. 

At Scothom, on the other side of Lincoln, 
Methodism was introduced in 1779, by Mary 
Daubney, a poor widow who had several chil- 
dren. She had been led to hear the word at 
Lincoln, where Methodism is said to have made 
unavailing efforts about that time. She invited 
the Preachers to Scothom, and a Society was 
formed in her house. Here, also, arose the first 
Local Preacher whom God raised up within the 
limits of what now forms the Lincoln Circuit, 
— ^Mr. Thomas Watson. Mary Daubney removed 
to Nettleham, three miles &om Lincoln, and also 
introduced Methodism there. She was for more 
than half a century a member of the Society, and 
died in peace in the ninety-fifth year of her age. 
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Prior to the year 1780, the villages of Newton, 
Scarle, Besthorpe, Girton, and Scothom, were the 
only places within the present Lincoln Circuit 
where Methodism had obtained a permanent foot- 
ing; but there were Societies at Broxholme and 
Sturton, two villages within nine miles of Lincoln, 
and now in the Gainsborough Circuit. Here 
already three Local Preachers had been raised 
up, — Messrs. WiUiam Mawer, Joseph Frith, and 
Mr. William Flintham. 

Mr. Wesley records that in June, 1780, he 
preached on the Castle-Hill at Lincoln, to a lai^e 
and attentive congregation, called together by the 
City Crier; having come over to do so, after 
fifty years' absence fix)m the place, at the request 
of a gentleman. He also preached again on the 
Castle-Hill next morning, until a heavy shower 
prevented his proceeding; when the County Court- 
House was opened to him, and he preached &om 
the Magistrates' Bench, to as many persons as could 
crowd into the building. He also preached in Lin- 
coln in the year following; but though the people 
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seem to have treated Mr. Wesley himself respect- 
fully^ Methodism had as yet no deep hold upon the 
city. loncoln^ with all its numerous churches^ was 
at that period exceedingly dark and^ we might say^ 
barbarous. Even up to a time within my own me- 
mory^ crowds used eagerly to bait a bull^ — after 
driying the poor animal with frantic shouts through 
the streets until it became infuriated^ — at an open 
space which has given a name to the locality^ of 
" BuU-ring Terrace.'' The Clergy were then almost 
entirely without evangelical light. Some were 
public gamesters and sportsmen^ and some were 
flagrantly intemperate. The cathedral dignitaries 
appeared at balls, on the race-course, in the theatre, 
and in taverns, and even in the news-room on the 
Sabbath. Happily, a most beneficial change has 
since occurred, and devoted Clergymen may now be 
found within the city; but such was the state of 
Lincoln not only in Mr. Wesley's time, but also 
many years following; and it may account for the 
&ct, that seven years after he preached on the Castle- 
Hill, though Methodism was already established in 
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some villages near, there was not a single Methodist 
in Lincoln itself. 

The humble rank and character of the instrument 
selected by Divine Providence for securing the estab- 
lishment of Methodism in Lincoln, reminds us of 
apostolic times, when the poor and despised of man- 
kind were chosen to prepare the way for the perma- 
nent triumphs of Christianity ; and when, as in the 
case of Lydia the first Christian convert in Europe, 
a female, saved through the truth herself, cherished 
and maintained it to the benefit of others. Sarah 
Pareott, a poor woman living at Bracebridge, two 
miles from Lincoln, was a Methodist, and went 
weekly to Sturton, six or seven miles distant from 
her home, to meet in class. There, while expressing 
her pious wishes for the conversion of the people of 
Lincoln, she heard of Mrs. Fisher of Guimerby, a 
person of property, and distinguished for her attach- 
ment to Methodism. Sarah Parrott forthwith set 
out on foot for a journey of twenty-seven miles to 
Mrs. Fisher, and earnestly besought her to come and 
live in Lincoln, take the Methodist Preachers into 
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her house^ and thus lay a foundation for a Society in 
the city. The sincere, simple character of Sarah Par- 
rott seems to have made a great impression on the 
mind of Mrs. Fisher; and though she did not 
instantly comply with the entreaty, it was not long 
before she concluded that this was really a call from 
Grod to usefulness ; for she soon afterwards removed 
to Lincoln, and invited the Preachers to visit the 
city regularly in their rounds. 

This was at the close of 1787, " as appears,^^ says 
Mr. Watmough, "from a letter in Mr. Wesley^s 
own handwriting, now lying before me. This let- 
ter, which is dated the 18th of January, 1788, was 
written to Mr. Lancelot Harrison^ a Preacher of Mr. 
Wesley^s, then on the Circuit.^^ An old lumber- 
room, near the Gowts* Bridge, was the only place 
that could at first be procured ; and this they fitted 
up for religious worship. Here the first Methodist 
Class-Meeting was held in Lincoln, and consisted of 
four females, — ^Mrs. Fisher, Sarah Parrott, Hannah 
Calder, (moflier of the Rev. Frederick Calder, lately 
an Itinerant Minister in our Connexion,) and Eliza- 
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beth Keyley. On the 4th of August, 1788, Mr. Wesley 
visited Lincohi again ; and tells us in his ^^ Journal/^ 
that he preached at noon in Mrs. Fisher's yard to 
a large assembly of rich and poor. The new Society 
prospered, and the labours of the Preachers were 
owned of Qodj for about two years after Mrs. 
Fisher came to reside in Lincohi, anew Chapel was 
built. It would hold five or six hundred per- 
sons, and was situate on the south side of the river 
Witham, between the High Bridge and the Swing 
Bridge. Mr. Wesley visited Lincoln for the last 
time, on the 1st of July, 1790. ''He preached 
in the new Chapel,'' it is recorded, ''in the even- 
ing to a crowded audience, firom, 'One thing is 
needful.' When the congr^ation were retiring 
firom the Chapel, a lady exclaimed, in a tone of 
great surprise, 'Is this the great Mr. Wesley, of 
whom we hear so much in the present day? Why, 
the poorest person in the Chapel might understand 
him I' The gentleman to whom the remark was 
made^ replied, 'In this. Madam, he displays his 
greatneaa, that while the poorest can und^nstand 
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him^ the most learned are edified^ and cannot be 
offended/ '' 

Mrs. Fisher not only possessed a share of worldly 
wealthy but was a person of superior education and 
manners. She was to the infant cause of Method- 
ism in Lincoln^ and to its Ministers^ '^the elect 
lady ; '' who was not only '' given to hospitality," but 
devoted her life and property to the spread of the 
Gospel. She lived by the water-side, near the Cha- 
pel, and entertained the Ministers in her house. After 
her deaths one of them had his residence there. In 
this house the Class and Quarterly Meetings were 
held ; and thither awakened and penitent sinners used 
to repair^ at the close of religious service in the Chapel, 
to seek the counsel and prayers of the Minister. 

At that time^ Methodism had no public services 
m Church hours; and its members attended the 
services of the Established Church, until driven 
fix)m it by their knowledge of the immorality 
of the Clei^, and by persecution. They then 
went to the Old Presbyterian Chapel, imtil Arian 
doctrines — afterwards changed for Unitarianism — 
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began to be preached there; and then they had 
to resort to Sabbath forenoon services of their 
own. Help was soon afforded by the coming to 
LincoLi of two devoted men, who as Local Preach- 
ers did much towards the strengthening and exten- 
sion of the Society. These were Mr. John Hannah, 
a solicitor's clerk; and Mr. Joseph Mawer, from 
Broxholme. The former laboured for seven years as 
a Local Preacher in Lincoln and the neighbourhood, 
won many souls to God, &nd then passed to his 
eternal reward: the latter was spared for many 
years of useful labour. Methodism soon won its 
way in the neighbourhood; Societies were formed 
at Navenby, Boothby, Ligham, Thorpe, Harby, and 
other villages ; and new labourers were raised up. 

In 1801, Lincoln, which had been a part of the 
Gainsborough Circuit, was separated, and made the 
head of a Circuit, having fifteen preaching-places and 
three hundred and seventy-six members. The Circuit 
thus separated included what now also forms the Slea- 
ford Circuit. About this time the number of Local 
Preachers in Lincoln was considerably increased. 
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Among them the names of Daniel Isaac^ Richard Wat- 
son, W. Gk)y, J. Bedford, Thomas Padman, John Han- 
nah, W. Bacon, and Frederick Calder, now or soon 
after appear. All these names were afterwards found 
in our Itinerant Ministry ; and some of them in its 
foremost ranks. Among the Local Preachers raised 
up in the villages, perhaps none was more useful 
than Mr. Dixon of Bassingham. He was a man 
of superior intelligence and of some wealth. He 
built a Chapel in Bassingham at his own expense ; 
was of inestimable service to those who sought 
Qod in his own village; and zealously carried the 
Gk)spel into new villages, such as Auboum, where 
Mr. Lambe became the Leader of a Class, and soon 
after also built a Chapel. 

In 1806, a Methodist Simday School was raised on 
ground belonging to the Rev. Dr. Hannah's father; a 
branch of the "Benevolent Society '' had already 
been formed ; a third Itinerant Minister had been 
sent to the Circuit the year before ; and the cause 
prospered, while all who loved it were earnest in 
every good auxiliary work. 
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The year 1815 was trebly remarkable for the Lin- 
coln Wesleyans. Sleaford^ with a list of populous 
villages^ was separated from it^ and formed into a 
distinct Circuit. In Lincoln a new Chapel was built. 
It stood in the central parish of St.Peter-at- Arches^ 
and would hold it is said nearly a thousand persons. 
The Revs. Richard Watson and Robert Newton 
opened it ; and the joy of the former may be easily 
conceived^ when he witnessed the prosperity of Meth- 
odism in the ancient city^ where he well remem- 
bered how lowly was its condition when he first be- 
came one of its members. In this year^ also, a branch 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society was formed at Lin- 
coln ; and thenceforward the city held a position in 
Methodism which it had never held before. The visits 
of eminent Ministers, such as the Revs. Dr. Coke, Dr. 
Adam Clarke, Dr. Townley, and Theophilus Lessey, as 
well as Richard Watson and Robert Newton, — some 
to speak at the Missionary Meetings, and others to 
preach at Sunday-School or Chapel Anniversaries, — 
now compelled attention to Methodism from many 
citizens who had formerly regarded it disrespect- 
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folly. There was alfio the BuooeasiTe appointment 
to the Circuit of several powerful and attractive Mi- 
nisters^ sndi aa the Bevs. Daniel laaac, John Hannah^ 
and Thomas Galhmd, whom dtiaens of all classes 
thronged to hear. These were assisted hj jndicious 
and devoted IsymEa, sach as Mr. William Mawer^ 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Garrington, and Mr. Bainbridge ; to- 
gether with plain and earnest wodEers, such as Noble 
Sproule ; and a number of pioas and active females^ 
such as Mary Poole, Mrs. Bavin, Mary Proudlove, 
and Mrs. Baven, all of whom have left names still 
remembered with love and gratitude. 

Such was the improved condition of Methodism 
in Lincoln, and the progress it had made in influ- 
ence, when Father and Mother became united to it. 
Persecution, as I have before observed, had not 
ceased ; but our Parents Uved to see it pass away, 
often looked back upon the times when it prevailed, 
and gratefully rejoiced that they cast in their lot 
with the people of God, when to be a Methodist was 
to be a mark for the world^s opprobrium. 




f ttttt Iri. 



" Has IB God's image ; but n poor man is 
Chriet'B ilamp to boot : both images regard. 
God reckons for hi'm, counts the faroor His: 
Write, so moch given Ui God ; thoo shalt be heard. 
Let th; alms go beGire, and keep heaiea's gate 
Open for thee ; or both ma; come too lal«." 



HAVING received the spirit of Christ, oiir dear 
Mother hegan to manifeBt its fruits in active bene- 
volence and good- will to her fellow-creatureB. Her 
family increased quickly ; and the business in vhicb 



VISITS TO THE POOR AND THE SICK. 81 

our Parents had settled required from her much 
attention and care ; but with a large family of young 
children^ and with many persons under her direction^ 
she found almost daily time for personal visitation of 
the sick and the poor. She was blessed with the 
inestimable quality of compassion for the needy ; for 
itis s, blessing to those who possess it, notwithstand- 
ing the degree of suffering there is in sympathy for 
the distressed. To feel " the luxury of doing good *' 
is something more than a well-turned expression ; 
and so our dear Mother felt it to be^ although 
incurring the necessary penalty of bearing new 
burthens of anxiety^ and sometimes of sorrow^ on 
account of others. 

In addition to the use of her own means — of 
which she was ever ready to distribute — she became a 
visitor for the Benevolent or Stranger's Friend 
Society ; and many were the poimds she gave away 
out of its funds within a year, though each gift of 
relief required a personal visits and was not allowed 
to exceed eighteen-pence at a time. Alms-giving to 
the poor she regarded as a Christian duty not super- 

o 
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seded by parish or national provisions. The poor of 
her own neighbourhood were cared for. The cases 
of widows and orphans, and of sick and distressed 
persons, were named to her acquaintances, as well as 
made the subjects of family attention, and the suf- 
ferers were visited and relieved. Hers was not the 
charity which is solely devoted to public acts, and in 
which there is often too much of ostentation. 

I need not say that her charity was sometimes 
abused. Who that exercises philanthropy, has not 
some experience of that unwelcome nature? Beg- 
gars came to her door in numbers, which showed 
that they knew where they would be likely to obtain 
relief; but she had at all times an ear open for their 
tales of sorrow and distress, a word of sympathy for 
them ; and I cannot remember seeing any sent away 
without help. At many an aflfecting account given 
on the threshold she has shed tears ; and all around 
her were thus taught not to despise the poor. Our 
dear Father would not unfrequently venture on coun- 
sel and remonstrance against such imdistinguishing 
distribution of alms, as being open to abuse, and as 
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giving encouragement to vagrancy, — ^letting alone the 
annoyance occasioned by the ahnost continuous rap- 
ping at the- door. But she had always a charitable 
answer ready. Perhaps some youth had been the 
beggar; and then she would remark, " It may be, he 
is some poor broken-hearted mother's son.^' Or the 
petitioner had pitifully pleaded that he had been 
entirely destitute of food through the day ; and she 
would say, " Though he is a be^ar, he may be a 
child of Gk)d : Lazarus was.^^ And often she would 
answer, " I would rather be deceived sometimes than 
not give to him that needeth.^' 

Now and then, the more prudent distributor of 
alms had his charity abused; and then she would not 
fail, in her own good-humoured way, to improve it. 
I remember one case which served her well for a 
pleasant reminder. It was that of a coloured man, 
who, by a long story of his hardships while a slave, 
of his perilous escape from bondage, of his Christian 
experience, and of his temporal necessity, had so 
wrought on Father's compassion that he brought the 
Negro home with him, fed him, and gave him half- 

G 2 



84 VISITS TO THE POOR AND THE SICK. 

a-crown. The news of a black man being in the 
kitchen soon brought down all the children; and 
then followed Mother, to whom Father said, " Here 
is one of another colour, but he is of the same spirit- 
ual family ; and being in need, I have brought him 
home with me, to feed and to relieve him/^ This 
was so far satisfactory to Mother. But, with that 
instinct which she possessed of almost immediately 
fastening on the true character of any person 
before her, she felt uneasy in the man's presence, 
and sooner than expected returned to the sitting- 
room upstairs. In the evening of the same day, the 
professed Christian Negro was seen reeling about in 
the streets intoxicated. This fact when reported 
was, of course, mortifying in its revelation of the 
man's hypocritical wickedness, as well as in his 
abuse of charity. Mother did not fail to turn it to 
account, when afterwards she might be advised to be 
more prudent in the distribution of alms. "Re- 
member,'' she would say to her adviser, with a smile 
that prevented any iU effect, "the good black man, 
the dinner, and the half-crown." Yet she did not 
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despise caution; but reflected that it could not 
always insure the ahns-giver against imposition. 
She therefore fell back on the conviction of duty; 
made that her rule of action; and valued money 
chiefly as a means of doing good. And that same 
conviction of duty made her also careful to provide 
for her own household. 

Belief of temporal want was often with her a me- 
dium of access to the soul; for the spiritual welfare 
of her fellow-creatures was her great and paramount 
concern. Many a word in season did she speak 
to the beggar at the door; many an exhortation 
and prayer accompanied her giffcs in the lonely 
cottage^ the sick-room^ the naked garret^ and the 
cold^ comfortless cellar. Indeed^ it might be said 
that numerous as were her visits of charity^ she 
never left the habitation of the distressed without 
offering religious counsel^ and seldom without prayer. 
Dangerous diseases did not deter our dear Mother 
jBrom entering the houses of the dying. Neither 
fever^ nor the firightful cholera^ could daimt her firm 
^irit^ or make her halt in the errand of mercy. 
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She was to many of the poor and the sick of Lincoln 
a true "Sister of Charity j^^ and bright were the 
trophies she won from among them to the cross of 
her Redeemer. 

But her visits were not confined to the poor. 
Her consistent character made an extensive impres- 
sion, so that in not a few instances persons of wealth, 
who had lived without religion, when seized by sick- 
ness, or cast down into great trouble, sent for her, 
and found through her instructions the way of life. 
This was the case with a lai^e coach-manufax^urer, 
then our landlord, who had suddenly lost his son, — 
a young military officer of great promise in India. 
News of the young man^s death rendered the parents 
very disconsolate; and struck such deep affliction 
into the heart of the father, that he soon afterwards 
sank on the bed of death. Mother was sent for; 
she improved the opportunity for Christ ; and at 

1 

future visits to the dying parent, found good reason 
to hope concerning him. 

But she did not always wait to be sent for, even 
when the sick or troubled were of the wealthier 
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classes. She was not obtrusive, but confident in 
her work. She went, like her Divine Exemplar, to 
seek and save them that were lost. At some dis- 
tance from her house, on the same side, down 
the High-Street, lived an Alderman, who even in 
those days of pride among the wearers of civic 
honours, was somewhat more lofty in his bearing 
than the rest of his " worshipful ^^ brethren. He 
was a retired, wealthy gentleman; and having no 
child of his own, had adopted as his heir a young 
relative. The youth was taken seriously ill. He 
was known to Mother by his having gone with 
our eldest brother to a Clergyman's for education. 
Hearing of his sickness. Mother went to the house, 
and asked if she could be permitted to see him. 
She was introduced to the family; but her 
application was thought to be somewhat strange. 
The young man, they remarked, was ill in bed. She 
persevered, however ; and they were soon interested 
with her manners. At length the Alderman's lady 
consented to lead her into the sick-room. She 
spoke to the youth of the evil and guilt of sin, 
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and displayed the willingness of Christ to save, till 
he and all around wept. Then she prayed; and 
when she had risen and left them, they talked of 
her with wonder, and said she had spoken like an 
angel from Gk)d. 

I might record other instances of the good that 
was wrought by her judicious courage in venturing 
into families whither she had not been invited. But 
it is to be remarked, that judiciousnesa should be 
combined with such courage. Visits of this kind 
should not depend only on the boldness of the 
visitor ; for it is most likely, they will then offend 
by what will be termed their intrusiveness. Yet 
we ought to reflect that it is not really Christian 
to wait till we are sent for, when we know that 
immortal beings are ready to perish. Our rules of 
etiquette are undoubtedly false in this respect. It 
will be a poor excuse for our neglect of a perishing 
neighbour, to say in the Great Day of Account, 
" We were not sent for.^^ 




fttUi nil. 



IS familj comm&nd. 
With mch a tender care, so wiae a hand. 
She seem'd no otherwiae a mistreaa there, 
Than godlike soula in human bodies are- 
Bat when to all she had eiample ahuw'd, 
Raw to be great and humblE, chaste and §;ood, 
Her soul, for Earth loo eicellent, too high, 
Flew to its peers, the Princes of the aky." 



IT might be supposed, from our dear Mother's 
activity and diligence in the discharge of philan- 
thropic duties J that all her zeal and care was 
expended abroad, to the neglect of her own iamily 
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and household. But it was not so. She had^ 
most emphatically^ her house in order. Her 
business was one that required watchful govern- 
ment. Those who assisted in it were considerable 
in number. Yet there was no waiting for her, no 
insubordination, no confusion. It was surprising how 
all things seemed to submit to her, and to serve her 
purposes. It is said, that "the winds and waves 
are always on the side of the ablest navigators ; '' 
and she seemed to possess the power of making all 
things her servants. I have often heard it said to 
her, when the shop was full, the rooms behind full, 
and when at the same time her children and the 
persons employed were looking up to her for direc- 
tion, — and yet she would be calm, collected, and 
full of energy, — " I wonder how you can get on at 
all in the midst of so many cares, and with so 
much depending on you.^^ To which she would 
almost invariably reply, " The Lord is very good to 
me : He assists me very graciously. He has pro- 
mised, ^ As thy days, so shall thy strength be ; ' and 
He mercifully ftdfils His word.^' 
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And this reliance on the Ahnighty was, in reality, 
the secret of her strength. She consciously lived and 
moved and had her being in God. And though there 
was great force and tact in her natural character, — 
for she seemed made to govern, — yet she habitually 
cast all her care on the Lord, and never failed to 
trust in Him. Above all, she constantly cherished 
the spirit of prayer, and lived in the element of 
devotion. It was her habit to spend some consi- 
derable time in prayer before she left her room in 
the morning. At the noon-tide hour, and on re- 
tiring at night, she also poured forth her soul in 
direct and private intercession with her Maker. 
But there were other times when she would escape 
away from friends and business to enjoy communion 
with God. She was a woman of might, as well as 
constancy, in prayer. She knew what it was to wres- 
tle and plead with the Lord till assuredly blessed, 
and then to trust Him with all. Her faith was child- 
like in its simplicity; but like one of the simple 
elements of nature, it was of mighty power. And 
this deep trust and fervid devotion she brought to 
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^ AU ibm^ Mit ymoMk v» imp ijbi ^eSCTedL'^ 

li^ «fimtta4 0meam iar ker owii fiHsahr mad 
U^^MmMA wm t^ho Terr pxaiL. Tbpr ^i«r Ae 
^>9<^deU <j{ hat dgaij sobdtjode and ivEOvrtion; 
;)M«d 4i« iralkai before tfaem vidi m ped« Imort. 
f bai^tf; alivttdy utatal that Cmiihr wardnp liad been 
0mUl^f^iM^$isd m noon as Fadior and Modier became 
mma^ in rdifpmL And tbia was penereEm^ con- 
tinui^d. K¥ery day an it opened saw Ibe entire hoose- 
liuld, comttating usually of many persons^ assembled 
Uir t\iG reading of the word of God and for prayer. 
At the dintu^r-bour; most frequently a chapter of the 
IH\)\g was read. In the evening all the members of the 
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family were again assembled^ when a hymn was sung^ 
the Scriptures were again read^ and prayer offered. 
Family worship was not hurried and formal^ as if it 
were an unwelcome work, to be performed as quickly 
as possible, and cleared out of the way. It was fervent 
and impressive, and was as &t removed from negligent 
haste on the one hand, as from protracted and weari- 
some dulness on the other. Mother usually prayed in 
the evening; and there was in her petitions so much 
spiritual breathing and earnest pleading with God, as 
made all feel that she was no outer-court worshipper, 
but within the veil and immediately before the mercy- 
seat. Her prayers were fiill and comprehensive. None 
of the members of the household could feel themselves 
excluded. Husband, children, sister, servant, work- 
women, and visitors, — all were cared for, and therefore 
presented in her petitions. She also comprised in her 
prayers parish, city, nation, the Sovereign, the Church, 
and the world ; and these, not in stereotyped phrases, 
but in words expressive of thoughts that welled up 
from a full and. overflowing soul of devotion. This 
practice enlarged the views and sympathies of those 
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with whom she prayed, taught them to feel an inter- 
est in persons beyond the household circle, and to 
seek the good of others as well as their own. There 
was much of adoration and praise mingled with all 
her prayers, arising from her ardent and thankfiil 
disposition. Seraphic ardour marked all her acts of 
worship; but there was no lightness: religious re- 
joicing was with her, as it is with all matured Chris- 
tians, a serious employ. A man, when he rejoices, 
does not rejoice with noisy laughter like a child. 

Neither were her family instructions and prayers 
confined to formal morning and evening services. 
There were gentle promptings to thought and wor- 
ship, such as parental love alone can dictate. It was 
her custom frequently to speak to her children apart, 
and to pray with them in her own room. At such 
seasons the lambs were fed after their own manner, 
as Isaiah tenderly expresses it. The duties and 
pleasures of religion were set forth to them; and if 
there had been any impropriety of behaviour, or act 
of disobedience, it was pointed out. So that the 
young offender had not only to meet Father's reproof 



FAMILY RELIGION. 95 

and correction, but, what was felt still more, Mother's 
private remonstrance; and this usuaUy foUowed by 
prayer for the erring one's repentance and for Divine 
foi^veness, as well as by heart-breaking looks of grief, 
and by tears. It was also, as you will remember, my 
dear Sister, our Mother's frequent practice to accom- 
pany her younger children to their beds, and commit 
them by prayer to the protection and care of their 
Heavenly Father. The lovely scene of a Mother's 
evening worship with her infant children, so vividly 
portrayed by Henry Alford, in his beautiful poem en- 
titled "A Doubt,'' was fully realized in her abode : — 

" I know not how the right may be. 
Bat I have shed strange tears to see, 
Passing an unknown town at night. 
In some warm chamber full of light, 
A mother and two children fair. 
Kneeling, with lifted hands, in prayer." 

Indeed, she seemed to be always praying with or 
for her offspring, and seeking their salvation. Her 
large maternal heart was a fountain of prayer, con- 
stantly sending forth its streams of earnest desire 
and supplication. I have often heard her, as I 
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passed by the door of her room, pleading most 
earnestly with Grod on behalf of her children. There 
could be no question as to what it was that she 
desired most for them. 

On the Lord^s Day in winter time. Mother would 
not unfrequently remain at home with the younger 
members of her £Emiily in the evening, when she would 
read and speak to them of Grod, of His Angels, and of 
Heaven; and would pray and sing with them. I re- 
member some of these seasons which were overpower- 
ing in their tenderness and unearthliness. The Sab- 
bath with her was truly a "holy day'^ and a "delight ;" 

# 

and was most distinctly separated firom other days of 
the week, in its employment. After twelve o^clock on 
Saturday night, no secular business was allowed to be 
done. What was not accomplished by that time must 
be left undone till Monday morning. In a few things, 
perhaps, some would r^ard her as too rigid; as, 
for instance, in her not allowing any one to sweep 
up the ashes on the hearth upon the day of rest. 
Her fixed principle was, that nothing unnecessary 
should be done on that day. And she extended this 
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priiiciple to all in the house ; servants and children 
as well. We were not permitted when young to 
seek amusement on the Lord^s Day in picture-books 
or toys: these must be put away on the Saturday 
evening. There was no visiting allowed or encou- 
raged in it, further than the reception into the family 
circle for the afternoon of a young Christian appren- 
tice, distant from his own home. There was no 
conversation on worldly subjects indulged. But yet 
the Sabbath was not made a gloomy day; it was 
cheerful and joyous in its exercises, and the delight 
of all. It was, as it is designed to be, a Christian 
festival. The day was usually opened with the 
famUy singing an appropriate hymn; such a«,- 

" The Lord of Sabbath let us praise. 
In concert with the blest ; 
Who, joyful, in harmonious lays 
Employ an endless rest." 

" Sweet is the day of sacred rest : 
No mortal cares disturb my breast. 
may my heart in tune be found, 
Like David's harp of solemn sound ! 



Or,- 



» 



We were all taken to the house of God on Sab- 

H 
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bath mornings^ except when extreme infancy, sick- 
ness, or very inclement weather, prevented. 

And O! how truly "sweet^^ is the day of the 
Lord, as thus spent, in its remembrances » There 
was the House of Otod filled with serious, devout 
worshippers, and earnest inquirers; or, at least, the 
prevalence of these was so great in number, that the 
comparatively careless felt it almost impossible to be 
careless altogether, while in such serious, devout, 
and earnest company. The presence of the venerable 
Minister in the pulpit ; — ^the communion-table, with 
its surrounding footstool and rail, where so many 
had repeatedly felt and realized the presence of Grod, 
while there kneeling to consecrate themselves to 
Him, and to commemorate their Saviour's death; — 
the cheerM faces of the choir in the singing-seat 
below; — ^the labouring poor crowding the benches, 
and listening to the Preacher with fixed attention ; 
— ^the Sunday-School children under the gallery on 
the right and left, the tender soil of their young 
hearts thus brought within reach of the seed cast 
from the hand of the spiritual sower : all this forms 
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an indelible picture in the memory, free from 
mournful regrets, and never reviewed without plea- 
surable and purifying effect. 

There was no disorder; and nothing, that I can 
remember, unbecoming the public services of reli- 
gion. There was not, as in some of our principal 
Methodist chapels, the use of the Liturgy, which by 
its inspirmg and solemn forms of address before the 
Divine Being secures, on all occasions, to those 
who employ it with ^^ sincerity and truth,^^ most 
profitable devotional exercise. But there were hymns 
of praise, prayers, and heartfelt confessions, reverent 
reading of the Holy Scriptures; and there were ser- 
mons, plain in their style, forcible in appeal, compre- 
hensive in invitation, and accompanied by the Spirit^s 
imction and power. The singing in those days was 
not left to the choir; but all sang earnestly, and 
with that real devotion which is the safest guardian 
of both time and harmony in public worship. The 
Sacraments were administered with solemn order, - 
not as mere rites and ceremonies, — ^but as sacra- 
ments which Christ hath appointed to be received 

H 2 
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by His people. In those times, how eager was the 
curiosity of the young in the congregation, when 
the sacrament of Baptism was administered to some 
tender infent presented by its beUeving parents for 
public recognition by the Church of Christ! and 
how often tears flowed from the eyes of the matured, 
during the affecting address of the Minister on the 
obligation of Christian parents to "bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ! '^ 
And to myself, as doubtless to others, how solemn 
were the impressions relative to the separation of the 
Church from the general congregation, prior to the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper ! when, after the de- 
parture of the multitude, the Society- Stewards went 
from pew to pew, to see that each person remaining 
had the accrediting ticket or note, and was duly 
authorized to approach the table of the Lord. There 
was little or no uncertainty then, in the line 
of distinction between the Church and the world; 
nor was there any question whether the Sab- 
bath, in its services, should be hallowed and made 
honourable. 
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I do not write thus because I tliiiik that the 
people of God have in such observances seriously 
degenerated. Wesleyans are far more numerous now 
at Lincoln^ in their attendance at the more solemn 
means of grace, than they were thirty years ago ; as, 

I 

indeed, they are in almost every other city or town 
in the kingdom. They have now in Lincoln more 
than twice as many ^^ hearers'^ and members of 
Society; and I have no reason to believe that the 
Methodists there, or elsewhere, are less orderly, 
attentive, or devout, in their worship. But some 
persons have supposed,— in ignorance of facts that 
they would have become acquainted with, had they 
inquired, — that in earlier times Methodists were a 
disorderly and irreverent people. Nay, I fear 
there are some prejudiced persons who deem them 
deserving of no better description now. It is not so 
at the present day, as you know; and, though not 
forgetfiil of the sunlight which ever gilds our me- 
mory of the scenes of our youth, I can testify that 
in former days also, the services of Methodism would 
bear comparison with those of any section of the 



1% 



mKsal Clnndi of Ckm^ for itimuJL and defoot 



M J wiad, huveiiTy irtcrts a^sn to die Sabbath 
^reoiBgi ^enft at hame with oar dear Modier. I 
veil femember die frmihr Kbfe open on die table, 
dv; PaahnSy and H jnma, and frxreiSy and her 
crmrenation widi ns on heaven. It aeemed some- 
timen aa if the pead-gates of die Xev Jemsakm 
were opened before ns, and as if we ooold see the 
fiatkna of the aared igoicing in its golden streets. 
The room in which we were, not nnfireqnently 
neemed to be foil of angels, who had descended 
an <m JacoVs bright ladder, and widi viewless forms 
and noiseless wings were hovering aroond, and asso- 
ciating with OS. If religions parents would often 
hold such conferences widi their children, what 
beneficial impressions might be made on young and 
tender minds I How much more conmiendable 
Nuch a practice, than reciting foolish tales, and 
showing ludicrous pictures to children! Surely, 
believers should more constantly remember the duty 
and advantage of pre-occupying the young mind 
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for Christ. They should beware of waiting till the 
enemy has sown tares in the hearty which will have 
to be rooted up; and should rather hasten to plant 
the seed of the kingdom in the vii^in soil. Nor 
is it necessary to wait so long as some persons sup- 
pose^ before the mind shall be able to receive reli- 
gious teaching. In several respects, a little child is 
better prepared to receive it than an adult. Great 
mysteries are not understood by either: they are 
simply matters of reverential faith; and the Chris- 
tian father, as well as his child, has to worship before 
the greatest truths with the religion of wonder and 
adoration. A little child has not been rendered sus- 
picious and unbelieving by experience of a deceitful 
world ; but is guileless and confiding. So much so, 
that the Saviour sets it forth as the very type of 
undoubting trust, and of implicit obedience : "Verily 
I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, shall in nowise 
enter therein.^^ We learn, too, that Hannah of 
old dedicated Samuel in his childhood to the Lord ; 
and Timothy was from his infancy instructed by his 
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believing mother and grandmother^ '' so that firom a 
child/' (a little child,) he had " knoirn the Holy Scrip- 
tores, which are able to make wise unto salvation/' 

Proofe of the eflBcacy of early religions care and 
instruction were to be fonnd in onr Mother's young 
family. Some, as in the Patriarch Jacob's honse, 
were wayward and rebellious, and caused her much 
sorrow ; but others were goodly firuits of her pious 
endeavours. The greater number of her many chil- 
dren died in infancy and childhood. And while 
young, the deaths in our fiEunily were so numerous, 
and the circumstances in connexion with some so 
remarkable, that the living among us could not but 
be deeply impressed by them. They seemed to 
bring the spiritual world near, to open and re-open 
it before us. Some of these circumstances were 
strange and inexplicable. In another Letter I wiU 
give them simply as they were often related by our 
Parents. 




f (ttK iiii. 

" Now a thing was secretly bionght to me. 
And mine ear received b little thereof. 
In thoughts from the visions of the night, 
VHien deep deep fallelh upon men, 
fear came npoD me, and trembling. 
Which made all m; banes to shake. 
Then > spirit passed before m; (vx ; 
The hiur of mj flesli stood ap : 
It stood still, but I coold not diacem the loi 
An image was before mine eyes." 



" Millions of spiritoal crestaies walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake, and when we aleep," 
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I WOULD not, my dear Sister, assist to render 
you superstitious; I only recommend to you that 
d^ree of hesitancy on some mysterious subjects, 
which I hold to be more truly philosophical than 
disbelief. We ought not, I conclude, to desire to 
account for all things which come under the cog- 
nizance of our senses, or which are in any way 
apprehended by the mind. Even with those who 
attempt all this, many things remain, and must 
remain, mysterious. Existence itself is a mystery, 
even to ourselves who exist; and of the modes of 
spiritual existence we know nothing. And un- 
doubtedly it is a wise and good arrangement on the 
part of our Maker, that He has left us in ignorance 
of them. I cannot explain what I am about to re- 
late. I do not undertake to say whether it belongs 
to the sensuous or the ideal. I merely narrate it. 

I have already said that the greater number of our 
Brothers and Sisters died when very young. With 
the exception of one little Brother, Abraham, who 
sleeps behind the Conduit in St. Mary^s Church-yard, 
they were all buried beside Grandfather Cabom, at 
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St. Mark's. The first who sought the Lord in 
childhood was your Sister Anne, who died when six 
years old. She was a most intelligent and engaging 
child, such as would be readily pronounced by the 
more "knowing ones" as "not long for earth;" and 
such as the poet Stanyan Bigg must have had in 
view when he penned those sweet verses of his 
poem " On Childhood,"— 

" All the little children loved her — 

None so joyous in their play ; 
And yet ever was there something 

Which seem'd — ah ! so far away 
From the joyance and the laughter. 

And the streamlet's crisping foam — 
'T was as if some little song-bird 

Had dropp'd down from yon blue dome. 
Warbling still among the others, 

Wandering with them where they roam, 
And yet hallowing remembrance 

With low gushes about home ! " 

Our young Sister early imbibed the spirit of 
benevolence, and would frequently ask her Mother 
to be allowed to accompany her in visits to the 
poor and the sick. On one of these occasions, 
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when asoending the ^' Steep Hill/' by the ancient 
Jew's hoose^ on the way to the upper part of 
the city, after having been spoken to on the neces- 
sity of personal salvation, and on the approach- 
ing solemnities of death and eternity, she suddenly 
began to weep. Mother said to her, " Anne, what are 
you crying for?'' The child replied, ^^ Because I 
have been so very wicked." ''Very wicked!" ex- 
claimed her Mother, as she had hold of her hand, 
and not perceiving the child's full meaning at first : 
''I have thought you a good and obedient girl to 
me; and God will foi^ve your sins against Him, 
if you pray to Him," " Before you I have seemed 
good," replied Anne; "but God has seen my 
heart, and known that I have been eery wicied." 
Mother now b(^;an to converse with her msae at 
length on the mcixy of God to sinners, and on the 
way of salvation by Jesus Christ Afiter she re- 
turned hoTWi, she was heaid praying in her c h jii nher 
for the foTprcaiess of her sins; and in a few days 
her young heart was lightened of ils load of con- 
demnation and sorrow, and she iqjoiced in the 
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assurance of being a child of God. Soon after this 
she died. 

On the Sabbath before her deaths she was by the 
fire-side in her Grandfather^s kitchen, when she sud- 
denly exclaimed, looking and pointing towards the 
window, " See ! there is my Brother William, like 
an angel with bright wings. He is smiling upon 
me, and beckoning me to go to him V' She was 
told that it was a mere childish fancy ; and that she 
could not know her Brother William if she saw him, 
for he was dead before she was bom. But the 
child persisted in saying that it was her Brother 
William she saw; and that he waved his hand for 
her to go to him. Though apparently well, and 
promising for life that Sabbath, on the next she 
died; and her death was not only peaceftd, but 
triumphant. Her Father and Mother were stand- 
ing over her weeping while she was dying, when she 
looked up to them, and said, " Father ! Mother ! do 
not weep for me. I am going to heaven, and shall 
be happy there with Jesus Christ. And when you 
die, I and my Brothers in heaven will come to 
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meet you; and then we shall live together for 
ever." 

When reminded that it was the Lord^s Day, a day 
on which she had been accustomed to go for worship 
to the house of God, she repeated, from Dr. Watts's 
incomparable hymns for children, and with a sweet- 
ness of look and manner that belong only to " little 
ones" meetened for heaven, — 



" Lord, how deligHtM 't is to see 
A whole assembly worship Thee I 
At once they sing, at once they pray ; 
They hear of heaven, and learn the way. 

" I have been there, and still would go j " — 

Here her voice failed, and her worshipping spirit 
instantly passed to the joyful multitude before the 
Throne. 

Soon after this her Brother David, her constant 
companion, who was a year younger than herself, 
and a fine, light-haired, cheerftd boy, also died. 
His death was startling and impressive. He was 
suddenly killed by the rolling upon him of the 
trunk of a large tree; which had been carelessly left 
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without any fastening-chain or cord, near a coach-r 
maker^s yard, and which merely rested on another 
round piece of timber. It was in the summer time, 
when Mother was accustomed to keep fruit in the 
cupboard for her children, to give it to them at 
intervals during the day. In the afternoon of the 
day. Mother said to him, " David, come to me, and 
I will give you some firdt.'^ He came, looked 
hastily into the cupboard, but not being high 
enough to see the farther side of the shelf on 
which the fruit-dish was placed, he ran away, say- 
ing, " There is none.^' He went out of the open 
door of the house ; and, as was quite unusual with 
him, ran down the street towards the coach-maker^s 
yard ; when, just as he reached the spot where the 
tree-trimks were lying, the upper one rolled down 
upon him, and crushed him instantly to death. 

All who were then at home will remember well 
that day; the solemn stillness of the house j the 
heart-rending sorrow of our parents; the drops of 
blood upon the sheet that covered poor David^s 
mangled body, which had been placed on a table in 
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the chamber. Nor have I forgotten my own fear to 
go upstairs, or to sleep in the house ; my going out 
to a neighbour's to sleep ; the terrific dream I had 
of the Judgment-Day, and the glare of a world on 
fire, which burned as an oven around me; the 
funeral ; and then the mill-stone sorrow, unrelieved 
by tears, which bore our Father down imtil he could 
not stay up any longer from his bed, but went 
silently to it, apparently to die heart-broken by this 
his awful bereavement, following so soon after your 
Sister Anne's death. Upon that bed he lay for 
nearly two days, without food or speech, until, as 
he says, a scene most spiritual and heavenly opened 
before him, in which appeared his two departed chil- 
dren, Anne and David, hand in hand, shining as 
angels, and smiling upon him. By that scene, whe- 
ther real or imaginary, he was unspeakably relieved ; 
and rising fipom his bed, then ministered to the 
consolation of others. The grave opened that year 
again, more than once or twice. 

Other scenes of the spiritual world are related in 
the family concerning departed relatives ; but, as I 
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can attempt no explanation that would be certain^ 
I forbear to narrate them. Whether they were 
mental illusions caused by exciting circumstances^ 
such as Abercrombie^ in his instructive book on 
the ^^Intellectual Powers" makes mention of, and 
explains, or whether they were realities, I cannot 
say. I would only observe, and have you remem- 
ber, dear Sister, that we learn from Divine Revela- 
tion that there is a spiritual world. And for aught 
we know, it may be near to us ; yea, in the very 
midst of us. Matter may be no more in the way 
of spirits than spirits are in the way of matter. 
The light of education and science has of late much 
increased, and with its increase many of the darker 
superstitions and ghostly fears of mankind have fled 
away ; but after the removal of these " vulgar errors," 
there still remains a world of spirits as certain as it 
was before. We ought not to discredit either the 
Scripture evidence for spiritual appearances, or what 
has been said by the saints of God in later times, 
, concerning what they have seen in life and health> 
or in the dying hour, of ministering angels and 

1 
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departed Mends. Is all that so many Christians 
have spoken in their most solemn moments^ on the 
appearance of waiting angels and spirits^ — when the 
earthly honse of their Tabernacle was rending^ and 
admitting glimpses of what was around^ — to be dis- 
believed? Is heaven now farther off than before 
the modem systems of education were devised, or 
before Sir Isaac Newton made his great discoveries 
of the solar system? The celestial gates are not 
now more closed than they were of old. It may be 
that when we die, we shall find the open door of 
our Father^s house of many mansions not so distant 
from us as we had supposed. 

Let me )iere add to what I have before related 
of our dear Mother^s efforts for the salvation of her 
children, that when she perceived any religious 
concern had been awakened within them, she was 
more than ever tenderly and constantly attentive 
to them, both in words and prayers. She would 
caution them against relaxing into indifference, 
und encourage them by the most gentle yet 
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effective promptings, to seek the mercy of God by 
faitli in Jesus Christ. But in doing this, she 
would not obtrude their case of godly sorrow openly 
before the family, by being too minute and personal 
in references to it. Yet the mourners for sin knew 
well that they were included in her subjects of prayer 
and conversation; and when in any instance deliver- 
ance from condemnation was obtained, she rqoiced 
greatly. If called away firom home, folio sheets of 
counsel followed them in her large free hand- 
writing; so that she literally ceased not to labour 
and to pray for their salvation. 
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" Who now sows preoiom seed, thongli it may be 
Too oft with weepii^!, 
Shall, if he patiently await, aee 
-V ja^os reaping. 

" Fruit ghall be ga(]iered, whose abundant stoFc 
Shall never periah ; 

Bat bliasfol loye, where weeping ehall be a'er, 
For erec cheriah. 



"Then Bcatter fredj, nor withhold thj hand 
Till cloK of even : 

Earth ia the pUc« of toil — the better land 
Ofre*t isheaTen." 
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I MUST not omit to say, that our dear Mother's 
endeavours for the conversion of her relatives were 
not confined to her own children. All her kindred 
were remembered; those living at a distance were 
daily prayed for ; and they were afiectionately writ- 
ten to, and personally visited, for their religious 
benefit. Perhaps this duty, of personal and direct 
endeavour for the salvation of relatives, is one which 
really pious persons are not imfrequently found 
more diffident to discharge than almost any other. 
Some Christians can speak of the things of God to 
strangers with comparative confidence; but feel it 
exceedingly difficult, and even irksome, to be faith- 
ful with those who are immediately related to them. 
And yet, if this diffidence were once broken through 
and overcome, from whom is pious advice or warn- 
ing more likely to have a saving eflTect than from 
one's own kindred? Sincerity of affection can 
scarcely be doubted when the faithfrd words come 
from such a quarter. And if the exhortation or 
warning were coldly received at first, reflection 
would, most probably, give force to it, sooner or later. 
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Several instances might be named of our dear 
Mother's success^ in this direction. I will record 
one instance : that of your uncle, Mr. James 
Caborn, of Beverley, now my father-in-law. He 
was, up to an advanced period of life, a man of the 
world, and indulged freely in its pleasures. He 
was greatly attached to our dear Mother; but 
for years perseveringly withstood her earnest en- 
treaties, as also the tearful solicitations of his aged 
father, to abandon the unsatisfactory and dangerous 
way of sin and turn to God. His state for some 
time had pressed very heavily upon her mind, led 
her to' think of him often, and to pray much for 
him ; as well as frequently to write him long and 
affectionate letters. 

Towards the end of the year 1820, she had 
become more than ever concerned for him, and had 
frequently spoken of him to her family. The close of 
the year, as well as the beginning, you know, is, by its 
special religious services, a season of very solemn in- 
terest to Wesleyan Methodists. There was then the 
early Christmas morning service at five o'clock, when 
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the stars^ as silent preachers of ligh^ and beauty^ 
would be seen shining brightly overhead to remind the 
worshipper, on his way to the Christian sanctuary, of 
the angel " watchers and holy ones," who sang in the 
hearing of the shepherds of Bethlehem the Saviour's 
incarnation-hymn. There is the Watch-night ser- 
vice, when, at the departure of the old year, — after 
the example of primitive Christians, — the saints '* a 
holy vigil keep" in the house of God, until, amidst 
the reflective and prayerful silence of a crowded con- 
gregation bowed before the Lord, the clock pro- 
claims the entrance of another year; and suddenly 
^^the solemn midnight song" is raised, — 

" Come, let us anew Our journey pursue ; 
Roll round with the year ; 
And never stand still till the Master appear !" 



There is the Renewal of the Covenant, on the 
afternoon of the first Sabbath in the new year, 
when the members of the Methodist Society assem- 
ble in their principal chapels, and formally enter 
into covenant with God that they will in that year, 
and all their lives through, devote themselves to 
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Him; and wten they publicly seal their covenant 
at fbe table of the Lord. Such services at this 
season of fanuly association naturally lead to serious 
thoughts of duties to be performed to absent 
friends and relatives; and on returning from the 
Watch-night service Mother, after reading a pas- 
sage from the Acts of the Apostles relating to 
evangelistic journeying, said, it was deeply im- 
pressed upon her mind that she must go to Bever- 
ley this year, to personally urge her Brother 
to seek the salvation of his soul; and that if the 
Lord spared her till the summer, she would go. 
She accordingly went — journeying by coach on the 
old Boman road, which leads through *' Newport- 
Gate,*^ represented at the head of this Letter, and 
which has stood there not less than eighteen hun- 
dred years — as far as Barton-on-Humber, and then 
crossing the water to Hull, proceeded to her native 
town. Her Brother rejoiced to see her, though her 
presence was felt at first to be a partial restraint upon 
him. He spent much time with her, heard what she 
had to say, and went with her to the house of God on 
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the Sabbath ; but still he seemed unmoved. The time 
drew near for her return home; and she spoke of 
leaving on the following day; but said that before 
she left, there was one request which she had specially 
to prefer. Her Brother said he would accede to 
it, if he could. She said it was, that he would 
not only attend public worship in the Chapel, 
but also the early Sabbath morning prayer-meeting. 
He pleaded that he could not do that ; for the per- 
sons attending would be so much surprised to see him 
there, that he should feel uneasy and ashamed among 
them. But she repeated the request, and urged it 
on the ground of her own personal affection. He at 
length consented; and from that time entered upon 
a decidedly religious course of life. His inward 
and spiritual change was soon manifest; imd from 
that period he has been a devoted and exemplary 
servant of the Lord, spending much of his time 
in visiting the sick and the poor, after the example 
of his Father and Sister. 

But, as I have already observed, our dear Mother's 
devout concern was not only for her own family 
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and relatives, for the needy and the afflicted, but 
also for all others who came in any way under her 
influence. She was earnestly anxious for the salva- 
tion of servants, and of persons whom she employed 
in her business. They were not only present at our 
daily worship, but she spoke to them on their spi- 
ritual need, privately, and at convenient times. She 
showed her interest in their temporal welfare, — ^not 
professing good-will to their souls while '^oppress- 
ing the hireling in his wages," — and thus was the 
more trustftilly listened to when she approached 
religious topics. With happy ease — ^for her devout 
habit rendered it easy to her — she inquired into 
their thoughts and purposes concerning religion, 
and presented to them the most impressive and 
encouraging motives for decision : such as the short- 
ness and uncertainty of life, and the Divine assur- 
ances of guidance and blessing for those who devote 
themselves to the service of the Lord. There were 
invitations given to attend the pubUc ministration of 
God's word ; the ofler of a seat in the chapel ; arrange- 
ments made for their attendance at religious festivals 
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and on week-night services; and afterwards there 
was conversation with them on what they had seen 
and heard. Exhortations and appeals that drew tears 
would follow; and they were not in vain; for she 
was instrumental in bringing into the way of life 
several who were employed by her, and also in 
extending the influence of religion to their femilies 
and Mends. O that Christian professors, universally, 
would follow her blessed example in this respect; 
and where they have servants, and persons under 
their daily direction, remember that such are not 
to be viewed as mere instruments for temporal 
gain; but, in a large degree, as so many trusts 
committed to them by Divine Providence ; and that 
for their salvation the persons employing them are, 
in a great measure, responsible ! 

But beyond her own household, our Mother 
exercised an influence which extended farther into 
the world than its giddy devotees suspected. Her 
blended cheerfulness and good sense rendered her 
the chosen guide and counsellor of many, of all 
ages and of all classes. Her house was as open as 
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her heart. The young freely came to her for sym- 
pathy and counsel; and not less so those in mature 
life. The rich, with whom she had much to do in 
her business^ she attracted and won to her by con- 
sistency of Christian deportment. She was instant 
in season and out of season for doing good; so that 
whatever might be the nature or pressure of her 
engagement^ she had still some words and time for 
Christ. Not a few contrived reasons for visiting 
her, so that they might have the opportunity of 
hearing her speak on the peaceful and pleasant 
way of godliness. Sometimes, after serious conver- 
sation, she would lead such visitors into her chamber 
to pray with them. Now and then, her inquiries into 
personal conduct would be too searching, especially 
if former counsel had been neglected; and any 
repetition of the pious lesson would be evaded, 
if possible. But she usually succeeded in her 
object. 

There was one case, I remember hearing her 
name, of a lady who drove up to the door, put on 
an appearance of great haste, and said she must 
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have what she wanted immediately, for she had not 
a moment to spare. The lady was quickly attended 
to; but when she was about to depart, Mother 
gently, yet impressively, asked, "May I hope that 
since you were here you have been making good 
speed for the kingdom of heaven ? '^ "Ah ! ^^ re- 
plied the lady, "that was what I really was afraid 
of, and which made me be in haste. I expected 
you would say something to me again concerning 
religion; and since I was with you, I have been 
so foolish and trifling in my conduct, that I am 
truly ashamed. I thought I should not know how 
to answer you, if you spoke to me as you did before.'^ 
Mother pressed upon her the necessity of serious- 
ness; the lady stayed for a considerable time, con- 
versed on the vanity of the world, and the value of 
religion ; and, as it afterwards appeared, not without 
spiritual profit. 

Another instance recurs to my memory. A lady 
from Hall drove up to our door in her car- 
riage. It was her first visit; and while naming 
her business, she manifested a degree of urbane 
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firankness whidb won greatly upon our Mother's 
heart. "I must speak to her respecting another 
world/' said Mother, when the lady was gone, " and 
I must jaray for her/' The lady soon came again ; 
entered herself on more general conversation, and 
said, '^I am surprised Mrs. Jobson at your being 
able to bear so many cares, apparently with so much 
ease, and with so large a family/' As usual, this was 
ascribed to the gracious help of God, and occasion was 
taken to enhurge on His unfailing goodness in aiding 
all who trust in Him. The lady soon opened her 
own case, and acknowledged how much she was 
troubled with the charge of her station and family. 
Mother showed her the great responsibility of her 
situation ; the necessity of personal religion for dis- 
charging its duties aright; and how that religion was 
to be obtained. The lady was much impressed by 
what she heard, and returned to her carriage bathed in 
tears. Afterwards the lady called again to say what 
she had done. She had sought the Lord; had put 
away Sabbath-breaking from her family and house- 
hold ; established family prayer ; and herself began to 
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read sermons and prayers with her children and 
servants. The lady lived for some years to be a 
blessing to the poor of the village and neighbour- 
hood^ and then died in the peace of God. 

Other instances might be given, proving how our 
Mother was fiilly awake to the duty of abiding with 
Grod in her calling. And it should be observed, that 
it is in daily life where religion is seen by persons 
of the world, and where it is most likely to win 
their attention. They cannot witness the believer's 
pleadings in the closet, and in the family; while 
the house of Grod has little or no attraction for 
them. The power of Christianity would indeed be 
mighty for the conversion of mankind, if all its 
professors were earnest to let it be seen in their 
common business, and were faithftd to speak words 
in season for their Divine Master while transacting 
its daily concerns. Then " Holiness to the Lord " 
being ^^ written upon the bells of the horses,'^ would 
sanctify trade and commerce, and render them 
subservient to the glory of Christ. 

Even while travelling, and among strangers, our 
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dear Mother did not forget the cause of her Re- 
deemer. Her easy and affable manner enabled her 
to speak of religion pleasantly, and to win the 
attention and sympathy of those with whom she 
was thus casually brought into companionship. 
Even thoughtless and profane persons were won 
over to serious thoughts by her mode of intro- 
ducing the subject to them. Coming one time in 
the coach to London^ she had with her, as fellow- 
passengers^ two gay, dissipated youths, who spoke 
of their exploits and adventures with such libertine 
emphasis, that their language grew unbecoming for 
modest ears. She began to remonstrate with them, 
but mildly, so as to prevent their rejection of her 
interference. They apologized; and then she 
advanced to greater seriousness, which awed and 
impressed them. And now she spoke of the great 
superiority of a holy life to their course of gaiety 
and dissipation, and showed them what true enjoy- 
ment there is in the peace and friendship of God, 
till they were moved with inward feeling, and their 
eyes filled with tears. At the end of their journey. 
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they testified their esteem for her ; and she separated 
from them, hoping that in a future day it might 
appear, that conversation with her in the stage- 
coach had been for their everlasting benefit. 




Sttttr r. 



" So gball ne still nsort 

To Sion'g ludlow'd court. 
And lifi tbe heart to Him nho reigns above ; 

Tbeo, borne retuming, muse 

On Bweet and ealemn views, 
Or fill lb« void with sets of boly love ; 
Then lay ns doiva in peace to think we've given 
Another precious daj to At our souls for heaven I" 



FROM what I have already related, you will be 
prepared to learn that our dear Mother had great 
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delight in the PubUc Services of the sanctuary. 
Her place there was seldom empty, whether on the 
Sabbath or the week-day, when the gates were 
open. She was a true lover of Zion, and could say 
with David, ^^Lord, I have loved the habitation 
of Thy house, and the place where Thy honour 
dwelleth.'^ Like that distinguished saint, she felt 
the deprivation of the house of God more than 
earthly calamity, if sickness, or any other circum- 
stance, prevented her attendance. When detained 
at home, she stiU showed that in spirit she was 
there; and at such times it was her practice to have, 
as far as possible, a similar service in her own house : 
to sing, pray, read the Scriptures, sing again, read a 
sermon, and again sing and pray at the time they 
were likely to do so who were at the house of the 
Lord. 

When present at public worship, it was very seldom 
an unprofitable season for herself. Of course, some 
Ministers were more suited to her than others, in 
their modes of exhibiting and enforcing the truth. 
But if the Gospel were veritably preached, she was 
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satisfied^ and made no complaint on account of the 
Preacher's manner or style. She was not driven to 
religion by terrors at the beginning. Then, and ever 
afterwards, she was drawn by the love of Christ. This 
was the golden cord with which the Lord drew 
her to Himself at the first; and throughout her 
course, she was attached to the Redeemer by it. A 
sermon without Christ, however logical or eloquent, 
would have been to her, as it must be to every 
Christian hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness, a splendid mockery, a gilded deception. Christ 
was to her all and in all; and if not found in a 
sermon, her soul would indeed have been disap- 
pointed and sorrowful. Happily, in Methodism, 
there is little reason for disappointment in this 
respect; and of each Minister, as he came in his 
itinerant course, she felt and spoke as though he 
were to be preferred before all others. 

Of one thing she seemed especially careful : not 
at any time to speak of a Minister before her family 
in such a strain as to lessen their esteem towards 
him. As the messenger of God to them, as well 
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as to herself, he was always spoken of with reve- 
rence and affection. It is not to be supposed that 
Ministers, as fallible men, are free from imperfections. 
Yet these, where seen, she never dwelt upon or mag- 
nified; but would uniformly deprecate the evil 
of unreserved remarks and criticisms, by parents 
before their children, on the character, style, or 
manner of Christian Ministers. She was accus- 
tomed to say that the evils of such a practice were 
incalculable: that it prevented reception of the 
truth, suppressed devout thoughts, turned many 
aside from the Church of their fathers, and prepared 
them to tread the broad path of an ungodly, cen- 
sorious world that leads to destruction. And I am 
constrained to testify, that I have personally known 
some sorrowful proofs of the truth of these re- 
marks, — of parents discovering, when too late, the 
evil they have inflicted on their offspring; and 
though not without hope in the mercy of God 
for themselves, yet being pierced with sharp 
thorns in their dying moments, on their children's 
account. 
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A/iC a Lxsiinikce to tbeae Kium* of Go^ S 
VM tbeir ^Tfjwtd £pxnd; aad lis hosie wsi 
0amj of aocaeM to tfaem. s> tint tbe Hats bock 
f4 x\0: aged aoid of the Toatfafbl UmistcR woe fic^ 
fineni, Hht vm a compazikm to the ODe, and m sort 
f4 fcnt/rr-mocher to the other. Alvajs wadr to 
nymfMhiie with them in their caies, and to aid 
them in their endearomrs, fiew were gtatinned in 
lAncnAn }jj wham she was not deejdr regarded and 
higtilj valued. 

As jou may suppose^ many hiqppy hoars weie 
jmsscfl within the family circle^ in firiendly and leve- 
rcntial ass<Knation with the Ministers who came and 
wimt successively in their itinerant course. The elder 
Ministers related their experience of early Methodism, 
and described the work of GoA as it was carried on 
under Wesley and his helpers in the Gospel. And 
many an instructive or amusing anecdote would be 
told by them, as you may suppose, of Mather or 
Pawson, of Bardsley or Bradbum, of Coke or Ben- 



VISITS OF MINISTERS. 135 

son. The younger Ministers spoke of discussions 
at the Conference, by the men of their day, and of their 
own strong yearnings for the growth and prosperity 
of the cause of Christ in the Circuit to which they 
had come. And with all, whether young or old, 
there would be the worship of God around the 
domestic hearth. It is true, that mingled with 
these enjoyments there were sorrowful thoughts of 
losing such friends, when their two or three years 
of itinerant labour in the Lincoln Circuit should 
expire. But though it was felt then, as it is often 
felt now, that this law of periodical change in the 
stations of Methodist Ministers is a stem and pain- 
ful law, as aflfecting individual friendships, yet the 
general advantage resulting from it to the church at 
large cannot be doubted. It not only supplies to 
each Circuit the greatest variety of gifts for edifica- 
tion ; but prevents any of the Societies from sinking 
down into dead formality. The sending forth of 
fresh Ministers into the Circuits, by the yearly Con- 
ference, is like infusing new and vigorous blood into 
all the veins of the system. They who speak dubi- 
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ously of this part of the working of Methodism, and 
ask if it be not time to alter it, do not consider how 
this very arrangement binds the Connexion together 
in the bonds of sympathy and affection. Nor are 
they, perhaps, aware what strong wishes are often 
expressed, by both Ministers and people of other 
Christian communities, to secure a variety of gifts for 
edification, by some such regulation as that of the 
Methodist itinerancy. 

I may also add here, that the supposed improve- 
ments of Church government, or the inconsistent 
conduct of Christian professors, were not unguard- 
edly spoken of before the younger members of the 
family. She was careful not to say any thing against 
the Church to which she desired her children to 
belong, or against its members with whom she 
hoped to see them associated. Her discretion and 
good sense were as evident here as in other parts of 
her exemplary conduct. She was not so unreason- 
able as to expect that her children would readily unite 
themselves to a Church censured by their parents, 
or seek fellowship with its members often blamed 
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for inconsistency. Perhaps the want of similar dis- 
cretion on the part of some Methodist parents may, 
to no inconsiderable extent, account for the lack 
of greater increase to the respective Societies, from 
the families of Methodism. 

Our Mother^s exemplary diligence in the use 
of the services and ordinances of religion, was 
the true secret of her excellence and usefulness. 
Many profess a desire to be good and useful, 
but do not employ the appointed means for 
becoming so. They complain of their spiritual 
"leanness,^^ their want of Divine consolation, and 
that they do nothing for Christ j but they do little 
more than complain. How unreasonable is this! 
Spiritual ends are no more to be attained without 
appropriate means than those which are temporal. 
The laws regulating them are as certain and fixed in 
the one case as in the other. If we would be ^^ strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His might,'^ we must 
wait upon Him for that strength, and for its daily 
renewal. The Bible promises neither strength nor 
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coBifort to slothfbl servants. All eminent saints hare 
been diligent in religion ; and not only diligent^ bat 
methodieaL No name erer given hy the world to a 
company of the pious was more fitting and tmthfiil 
than that given to the first " Methodists.^' And our 
Mother was one who in her conduct illustrated the 
name. 

I do not mean that she was a slave to method. 
It is possible to become so ; to attach ourselves to 
stated and particular observances^ imtil all real 
worth of character is lost in minuteness and formal- 
ism. Our Mother saw the importance of method 
without overvaluing it. She had her rules for the 
service of Qod. She enlisted on its behalf the great 
power of habit^ knowing that it would surely tend 
to strengthen her love for the ways of wisdom, and 
make them easy and delightful. 

Thus it was that, with all her multiplied engage- 
ments of family and business, the regularity of her 
attendance at the house of God was imbroken. 
Love is an ingenious principle, and in most cases 
will find the way for obtaining its object. So her 
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love for God, and her desire to appear before Him, 
overcame diflSculties. To attend the public services 
of religion was a part of her plan of life. She 
made preparation for it in the arrangements of the 
week and of the day ; and that not only for herself, 
but also for others. Entertainment of friends, and 
attention to business, might be pleasant or profit- 
able j but with her serving God was ^^ the one thing 
needful ;^^ and she would not allow that to be set 
aside by any friendly or temporal occupation. 

Our dear Mother also highly valued the meetings 
of the Church for social and united prayer. During 
many years she was strict in her attendance on 
the early Sabbath-morning prayer-meetings, though 
seldom or ever able to retire to rest until after 
midnight of Saturday. This she did both winter 
and summer. On the week-day prayer-meetings 
she was likewise a diligent attendant; for she had 
faith in the Divine promises relating to the united 
and consentient supplications of the Church. 

The Holy Scriptures give evident importance to 
the associated prayers of God^s people. They speak 



1#> 

of '^ fiEHonlup " and of ''stzirin^ togedia'' in 
prajer. It is dedared, tbat the gathering together 
of two or three in the name of Oirist aecmes His 
praienoe ; and He has expressly said^ '' If two of 
jroa shall agree on earth as toodiing any thing diat 
they shall ask^ it shall be done finr them of my 
Father which is in heaven/' Snch united and 
agreed prayers, in which your Mother joined, are 
stimulative of earnest desire and entreaty. By 
them, heart speaks to heart, and voice to voice, 
until, instead of isolated and feeble cries, there is 
the besieging supplication of a great multitude, 
which is as the sound of many waters, and of 
mighty thunderings before the Throne. And He 
who has ordained that ^^the poor'' are to "use 
t^Uwatios," and has written in His holy word, 
**Tho kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and 
tho violent take it by force," will undoubtedly 
hltvw imd |)ros|)cr them who thus associate them- 
Holvt^ iH^foro llim (or prayer and supplication. 

Iud^» in all the social means of grace, so 
jviNMuiuoui Ju Mothoitism, our Motha had great 
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delight^ as I have already stated. I have before 
alluded to her love for the weekly class-meeting; 
and that was a proof of the spirituality of her reli- 
gion. She experienced none of that occasional 
lukewarmness which renders some professors unwill- 
ing to bear inquiry into their spiritual state. Her 
religious life was of such a tenor that she had 

r 

always something to say which redounded to God's 
glory, increased her own gratefiil sense of His good- 
ness, and which was edifying to others. Of the more 
restricted social meeting, termed among Wesleyans 
the '^ Band,'' she discerned the special value, as one 
whose aim it was to walk closely vdth God. Some 
finer parts of the believer's experience will not bear 
to be exposed in a class of fifteen or twenty per- 
sons j but require a more select, as well as a more 
intimate and confidential fellowship. Even of the 
twelve companions chosen by Christ, there were 
three only — Peter, James, and John — whom He 
took with Him to the more retired scenes of Tabor 
and Gethsemane, and to whom He revealed the 
interior joys and sorrows of His soul 3 while, of 
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these three^ there was one who bore emphatically 
the title of ''that disciple whom Jesus loTed/' 
So oar Mother, whose social and firiendly ten- 
dencies were most decided, had her one chosen 
and intimate Christian friend, with whom she met 
weekly, to converse on the deep things of Grod. 
Some of these select meetings seem to have been 
seasons of extraordinary spiritaal power and enjoy- 
ment. There were times when she and her com- 
panion in Band were overpowered by the Divine 
Presence, so that they ceased to speak to one ano- 
ther, gazed with awe and wonder, and bowed in 
silent adoration before the Lord. They realized — 

" The speechless awe which dares not move. 
And all the silent heaven of love." 

At the monthly fellowship-meetings, and at the 
quarterly lovefeasts, she not unfrequently gave her 
testimony concerning the saving grace of God. But 
at these more general gatherings of the members of 
Society she was far from being forward or obtrusive. 
There was marked calmness and modesty in her 
demeanour, though she was never ashamed of Christ. 



FELLOWSHIP IN PUBLIC. 143 

She evidently spoke to glorify her Father in heaven, 
and to magnify His saving mercy. There was great 
simplicity and transparency in these testimonies 
which she gave before the assembled Church. Yet 
her thoughts were often clothed in fervid words 
which kindled the glow of holy feeling in others. 
And from the piercing views of the spiritual world 
which she expressed, and from what she had to 
relate of Divine visitations, all felt that she lived 
near to heaven, and, in spirit at least, would not 
have far to go at death. 




Sjtlu ti. 

"Whkn qniet in nij boase I fit, 
Th; book be m; rompanion still ; 
M; jaj Thy aajings to repi«t, 

Talk o'ei the records of Thj will, 
And search the oradei Divine, 
Till eterj heaii-Mt word be mine." 



TO Beek daily counsel and spiritual food from the 
word of God, and, at times, &om the writings of 
holy men and women, is most closely interwoven 
with all our conceptions of the portraiture of a true 
Christian. I have already said that our dear Mother 
very early acquired a love for reading; and this con- 
tinued with her through life. Seldom a day passed 
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without some addition being made to her mental 
store from a religious bookj and never without a 
devout perusal of some portion of Holy Scripture. 
Sometimes, perhaps, she read too long in the even- 
ing, considering her active and multifarious exercises 
during the day. 

She had gr6at delight in religious Biographies; 
and next to the Bible, perhaps there is no descrip- 
tion of reading more directly profitable to the soul 
than this. Indeed, the Bible itself, by its large 
amount of biographical representations of truth, 
would support this statement. While we trace the 
work of God in the lives of His servants, we are 
learning by example, which is, proverbially, more 
powerfiil than precept. We are also stimulated to 
effort by observing how the heights of excellence 
have been attained ; for the natural argument in the 
mind is, that if we use the like diligent means, and 
display the like earnestness, we may be as good and 
holy as those of whom we read. On this account, 
our Mother highly prized the Wesleyan Magazine. 
And it deserves to be esteemed as one of the richest 
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libraries of Christian Biogn^r, containing as it 
does^ thioagli the series of its numthlr Xnmbeis for 
three-quarters of a centorr, acooimts crfthe Ures and 
deaths of Christians distinguished hy their exed- 
loioe. Among separate Memoirs^ those of Wesler, 
Doddridge^ De Benty^ Fletcher, Longden, Stoner, 
Lady MaxweD, Mrs. Fletcher, Mrs. Bowe, and Mrs. 
Bogers, were her &Yoarites. There was much in 
such Memoirs to suit her ardent spirit. Some of 
them were her closet books; and others which were 
conveniently portable, such as Mrs. Bowels " Devont 
Exercises of the Heart/^ and the " Life of Hester 
Ann Bogers/^ she used to carry in her pocket, to 
read in snatches of time. I haye them now, among 
my most precious relics; and they bear marks of 
haying been well used : they do not look like books 
lefl to repose on shelves, or to be shown on drawing- 
room tables. 

I need scarcely state, that Wesley's writings were 
eagerly and thoughtfully read by our dear Mother. 
Their compact, energetic style; their substantial and 
cogent reasonings; their unaffected pathos; their 
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expositions of Christian doctrine, so fiill and clear, 
and yet so utterly free and unencumbered of a waste 
of words, had charms for her, which drew her to 
them most frequently. His ^^ Sermons ^^ and his 
^^ Journals ^^ were not read once and then dismissed ; 
but perused again and again, until their substance 
was transfused into her mind, and she comprehended 
the genius of Wesley, and of Wesleyan Methodism. 

In noting some of the closet-books of your de- 
parted Mother, the Wesleyan Hymn-book must not 
be forgotten. It was an especial favourite with her, 
as it must be with all who have been accustomed to 
employ it in their devotions. Expressing, as it 
does, every variety of religious experience, — ^from 
that of the ^^half-awakened child of man,^^ who 
suddenly, under spiritual conviction, feels that he 
is standing all unprepared on the brink of an awfrd 
eternity, to that of the matured Christian exulting 
with the thought of taking his 

• " Last tritunphant flight 






From Calvary to Zion's height ;' 

and this with the truest poetic power and fervour,- 
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thexe can be no wander that it should be a £ELvoiirite 
with Wesleyans^ or the fiertile source firom which 
nmnesrons ''spiritoal songs'' are taken by other sects 
of Chnstians in the composition of their several 
Hymn-books. Dr. Johnson asserts that sacred 
poetry mnst of necessity be inferior. That the colos- 
sal critic was mistaken^ this incomparable Hymn- 
book proves ; as do also the writings of Milton and 
Young, of Cowper and Watts. K poetry be the 
appropriate language of feeling and passion, then 
it mnst be remembered that religion exercises the 
strongest feelings and passions of human nature. 
And if love be the great inspiring theme of the 
poet, as it has been in all ages, under one form or 
other, then religion presents the theme purified and 
exalted above all that is merely earthly, and admits 
of the very highest intensity of treatment, inasmuch 
as the object of the Christian's love is Himself 
emphatically " the Holy and the High." 

But the beauty and value of the book are not to 
be doubted. How many hearts has it subdued by 
its penitential strains ! for others besides the gentle 
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Herbert have been first brought to repentance under 
devotional songs. How many it has led to the cross 
to " behold the Saviour of mankind P' as it did the 
subject of this memoir. How many has it inspired^ 
in new filial confidence^ to exclaim^ — 



' My God is reconciled, 

His pardoning voice I hear ; 
He owns me for His child, 

I can no longer fear : 
With confidence I now draw nigh. 
And, * Father, Abba, Father,' cry ! 



» 



In almost every Methodist loyefeast that verse 
may be heard repeated more than once; and next 
to the words of Holy Scripture, none are so often 
found upon the lips of dying Wesleyans as words 
from their Hymn-book. In this joyful exercise, it 
may be observed, they maintain the primitive spirit 
of Christianity which descended from heaven in 
song; and they pattern after the first Christians, 
who were noted by PUny and others for singiiug 
hymns to Chiist; yea, they imitate their great 
Exemplar, the Saviour Himself, who, before He went 
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taught her that religion, in its highest fonn of com- 
munion with God, is devotional, — not consisting of 
hard intellectual exercises, but in reverential wonder, 
gratitude, and love ; and that her numerous engage- 
ments in her family, and in business, if not counter- 
acted in their influence by devout thought and medita- 
tion, would remove from her all tender susceptibility of 
spiritual impression, and leave her carnal and worldly. 
She, therefore, gladly availed herself of any manual, 
or book of devotion, that would aid in the ^^ lifting 
up of her heart unto the Lord.^^ And no doubt it 
was this daily experience of holy contemplation which 
gave to her countenance that calm and spiritual sere- 
nity which ever seemed to beam upon it from above. 
For "the human face divine'^ is a far more 
certain index of the mind within, than the contra- 
dictory " developements " which phrenologists so 
minutely map out upon the head. A child — yea, 
an irrational animal which is much in the company 
of man — can understand the expressions of the hu- 
man countenance; and hers could not be mistaken 
even by the most casual observer. She was not a 
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recluse^ as you must have learned; and yet her 
mind^ in its memory and imagination^ was hallowed 
and sanctified by holy employ^ as shown by her 
spiritual references and allusions^ when relating the 
past^ or when speaking of creation or providence. 
Indeed^ her mind seemed to have ever reflected upon 
it '^ the patterns of things in the heavens/^ just as 
may be seen in some clear, beautiful lake, — say 
that of Lucerne, (faintly represented at the head 
of this Letter,) — ^when reposing amidst the giant 
mOimtains which surround it, and ^^ glassing^^ in its 
calm, unruffled surface the bright clouds that are 
above it at mid-day. 

I may here remark, in passing, that our Mother 
was careful in the selection of books not only for 
herself, but also for her family. She had a quick 
and lively perception of the value of useftd informa- 
tion, and was ever ready to encourage the reading of 
books that would strengthen the intellect and refine 
the taste ; but no book of a dubious or questionable 
character, however amusing or attractive, would be 
allowed to her children. She was not only of cheer- 
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fill, but also of buoyant and sportive nature. She 
had a keen sense of the ludicrous ; and when words, 
persons, or things, became oddly or incongruously 
associated, she had both relish and laughter for 
them. But this playfulness of disposition was not 
indulged by revelry in books of fiction, and in light 
and trifling literature, which would have interfered 
with reUgious seriousness, and destroyed spiritual 
earnestness. Nor would she allow her family, under 
the plea of knowing what was passing in the world, 
to have for their use books that were doubtfiil as . 
to their moral and religious principles and tenden- 
cies, however brilliant and enchanting they might 
be in their dress and style. 

In this respect, as in others, she exercised the 
authority committed to her in the government of 
her family; and "commanded her household after 
her." She knew well how to separate the chaff 
from the wheat ; and securing what was strong and 
nourishing, she cast away the weak and worthless 

# 

from her. 

This is a subject which ought in these times, 
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Mr/th^. Slift k.Ted it for tbe sake of Him to 
frhom ^hh \i2A giTen her heart, and whose will it 
nnfoldii and declares. She read it regularbr in 
dail J portions ; and though not always from begin- 
ning to end^ yet so as to learn for herself^ and 
make known to her household, aU the words which 
God has commanded. She nsnally selected the 
reading from it according to her experience and 
spiritual wants. The practice was wise; though 
perhaps it is too little observed among believers in 
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general. Whether for family reading, or for the 
closet, every portion of Scripture is not alike edify- 
ing ; while there are seasons of experience to which 
some portions are very specially adapted. The dili- 
gent and habitual Christian ought to have such a 
complete acquaintance with the word of God, as to 
be able to turn to these portions at once. It surely 
is not the "more excellent way,^^ in trouble and 
bereavement, to be reading through long genealo- 
gical lists, or bare historical records, when we can 
turn to the profound wisdom of the Book of Job, 
the sweet consolations of the Psalms, the thrilling 
farewell address of Christ to His disciples, and the 
tender narrative of the sorrowing family at Bethany. 
From the pages of Mother^s Bible which are 
most worn, it is clear that she was very strongly 
attracted by the Epistles of St. Paul. Hif fervid 
expressions of love to Christ, his large-souled, glow- 
ing language, when seeking to embody in forms 
of speech his wonder as well as his gratitude for 
the scheme of redemption, were sure to touch a 
responsive chord in her adoring mind. In the Old 
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Testament^ the Psalms were evidently her most fre- 
quent resort; and there her devout heart would 
readily find the expressions most fitly denoting her 
grateful feelings for the Divine goodness and mercy. 
She loved the law of the Lord ; and in its own 
beautiful words^ might be said to feed upon it^ as 
upon " the finest of the wheat, and honey out of the 
rock.^^ This scriptural food, daily received, proved 
richly nutritious to her ; for she grew up a strong 
and healthy Christian. By observing its holy pre- 
cepts, and realizing its cheering promises, she 
walked in unshaken confidence with the great 
Keeper of Israel. Her loving value for the 
blessed Book might be seen even in the outward 
care she took of it. The Family Bible was not lefl; 
on any table or desk indifferently, as if it were an 
ordinai|[^ book. It was carefully put into its place, 
after being read; and she would not allow any 
thing, except the Hymn-book, to be placed upon it. 
She opened and closed it reverently; and though 
worn by frequent use, it was always kept in good 
repair. She was also an advocate for a superior copy 
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of the Bible, such as by its size and clearness of 
type, as well as by its appearance in other respects, 
gave it outward pre-eminence over uninspired books, 
and rendered it surpassingly attractive to the reader. 
The sneerer may term all this " Bibliolatry ; '^ but 
she would not have heeded the sneerer. She taught 
her family, even by these outward circumstances, 
to honour the Book of the Lord; knowing that 
they who honoured it would be most likely to 
honour its Divine Author. 

There can be no doubt that by her close study 
of the Holy Scriptures she was perpetually led to 
strive for deeper religion ; while her perusal of such 
biographies and devotional books as I have men- 
tioned, helped to bring home to her mind the con- 
viction that the entire holiness which the Bible incul- 
cates is not, as some think, a blessing out of date, and 
scarcely to be realized in modem times. She saw that 
the Book of Divine Revelation sets forth clearly three 
progressive states of Christian experience, — ^pardon, 
cleansing firom sin, aud being filled with the Spirit. 
She discerned that those who have been most 
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time, did I once see her in a state of mind which 
could lead me to doubt her inmiediate preparedness 
for eternity. Strangers who shall read these Letters, 
may attribute what I have just said to the over- 
partiality of a son's affection ; but friends who knew 
her well, will be ready to sustain me in what I have 
here stated. 

Nor was hers a merely negative state of salvation. 
She experienced, not only cleansing from sin and 
its pollution, but also the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. She had a constant fellowship with God; 
and in her conversation and experience there was 
that realizing intercourse and communion with the 
Triune Godhead, which we read and hear of from 
the most eminent Christians, She spoke of, and 
prayed distinctly to, " Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.'' Examples of this may be found in 
the lives of the saints I have already named, 
and with which she was familiar. Together 
with such holy experience she had a fulness 
of spiritual possession. She was not only pre- 
served ^^ unspotted from the world" and "blame- 
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diligent and happy Christian departed this life^^^ &c. 
It would be well indeed if newspapers were con- 
strained by the force of truth to record the same 
of every professing disciple of Christ who departs 
this life. 
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" Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate ; 
Still achieving, still pursuing. 
Learn to labour and to wait." 

LONGFELLOW. 

SOME years after her union with Methodism^ 
and when her spiritual character and zeal for Chris- 
tian labour were seen and marked by the Churchy 
our Mother was urged to become a Class-Leader. 
She hesitated to be thus employed for some time. 
The great responsibility of having the care of souls 
formally committed to her for religious instruction 
and counsel^ and the multitude and weight of her 
engagements at home^ caused this hesitation. She 
was also deeply attached to the class in which she 
had met from the commencement of her Wesleyan 
life; for after the death of her first Leader^ Mr. 
Sproule, and when the class was intrusted to Mr. 
Bainbridge^ she still continued to meet in it^ and 
that with great profit both to herself and her 
religious associates. 

At length, by the earnest persuasions of Minis- 
ters, in their successive appointments to the Circuit, 
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she was indnoed to surrender her own will to wlut 
she believed to be the will of God, expresaed hy 
His servants, and became a Class-Leader. And 
as might be supposed, she filled the oflioe intel- 
ligentlj and faithfully. She could not fail to be 
fitted for it, from her own dear Christian expe- 
rience, her varied knowledge of the world, her stores 
of Scripture lessons, her extensive acquaintance with 
the memoirs of the most devoted saints of Grod, and 
from her aptness to teach. Yet our Mother did not 
rely on what she was already; but on taking the 
office endeavoured to qualify herself more fully for it. 
While reading books, and observing character and 
human life, she now more particularly considered 
what edifying lessons could be deduced from them, 
and be turned to the spiritual benefit of the members 
of her class. We have found notes and memoranda 
on slips of paper^ showing that this was her practice. 
Indeed, the strong sense she had of the import- 
ance and advantage of suitable preparation for their 
great work, by Wesleyan Class-Leaders, was one of 
the reasons which deterred her from entering into 
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that office sooner. And her views on this subject 
were undoubtedly correct. The discharge of such 
duty ought not to be left to merely impulsive 
thought, or to a happy presence of mind. That is a 
gift possessed by some favoured persons; but the 
readiest thinker is not always the soundest. Diligent 
and careful preparation should be made for giving 
suitable advice. Sometimes this should be guided by 
what the Leader knows of the physical constitution 
of those under his or her care, or of their mental 
idiosyncrasy. Whether caution or encouragement be 
needed, the peculiar character and circumstances of 
the person addressed should be weighed before it is 
given. The very manner, as well as the words in which 
advice is given, should be adapted to the timid or to 
the strong. The wisdom of such an institution as 
that of the weekly class is shown by the fact, that it 
enables a Leader to become well acquainted with the 
state of those who compose it. This immense 
advantage should not be lost to Christ's Church by 
the doling out of a few worn generalities alike to 
the lambs and sheep of the flock : the Leader should 
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perform his ct her task with diUgence, with vigour, 
and with tenderness; and for this senrice the 
intelligence natorally possessed should be ripened 
by meditation. 

Onr dear Mother was held to be a very efficient 
Class-Leader; and soon was sorroimded by folly 
as many as conld meet tc^ether with profit. She 
made all fed that they were really cared for. Ab- 
sentees were speedily visited; and if they were in 
trouble or sick, they readily foimd sympathy and 
relief. She was careful also to train her members 
to usefulness, taking such of them with her to visit 
the sick and the poor as she judged most fit; and 
then giving them cases to visit by themselves. 
Among her members were several intelligent young 
persons who are now the wives of Missionaries or 
Ministers in the Connexion, while others became 
distinguished for usefulness in Lincoln. 

Addressing these Letters to a Sister, and writing 
of a Mother, it wiU not be out of place for me to 
express a thought or two, as I pass along, on the 
importance of right views concerning Female Agency 
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in the Christian Church. I hold it to be a great 
error to maintain that your sex, my dear Sister, has 
no veritable mission in that Church, and ought to be 
viewed merely as man^s associate, her own family^s 
nurse, and the administratrix, simply, of domestic 
concerns. 

It is true that offices of rule and government arc 
not open to her in the Church of Christ, any more 
than they are in the State. Except in particular 
cases, it does not seem that woman is intended to 
be a public teacher therein: her constitution and 
sympathies usually unfit her for that: but she has 
nevertheless a sphere of her own. She cannot speak 
in loud clarion tones : her voice is rather that of the 
soft lute, soothing and alluring; but it is not the 
less powerful for its gentleness. No class of persons 
has contributed more largely to the Christian Minis- 
try, and to the Christian Church, than Christian 
females. Not only Timothy, the Wesleys, Cecil, 
and John Newton, but thousands more, who have 
been eminent by their usefulness, have acknowledged 
this. As the Rev. Angell James, of Birmingham, 
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Methodism is^ as before stated^ professedly a 
nnrival of apostolic Christianity; and it is shown to 
be so by its large adoption of female agency^ as well 
as by other proofs. Holy women were helpers to 
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Wesley : he associated with them, and even took 
counsel of them. In modem Methodism they are 
true Deaconesses, and real "Sisters of Mercy .^' 
As Class-Leaders for their own sex, visitors of the 
sick and poor, or Sunday-School Teachers; as Tract- 
Distributors, or Collectors for Missionary and other 
philanthropic undertakings, devoted and earnest 
females are sure to find opportunities of useful exer- 
tion ; for Methodism gives all its members something 
to perform for Christ. This, no doubt, is one great 
secret of its large and rapid growth, not only in our 
own land, but in America and throughout the world. 
While pure in its doctrines, strict in its moral 
requirements, and searching in the weekly examina- 
tions of its members, it is, more than any other, a 
popular and expansive system. And this is the 
reason why Wesleyan Methodists so often speak of 
their system, and of its Founder and great pro- 
moters : — a habit which is not understood by other 
religious communities. It seems to them to savour 
of man-worship, or of giving honour to the human 
instruments instead of to the Almighty Worker. 
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But it is not so. They gratefully praise and glorify 
God, rejoicing in the opportunities and means of 
usefulness which their Church affords them. 

Our dear Mother did so. Its free and unrestricted 
doctrines of universal redemption, and its loud and 
earnest calls to sinners to come to Christ without 
delay and live, suited her affectionate and compas- 
sionate nature ; and its system of agency furnished 
her with a sphere of usefulness such as she could 
not possibly find elsewhere, and in which she worked 
heartily and successfully to the end of her life. 

She especially exulted in the great Missionary 
undertakings of Methodism ; and supported and pro- 
moted them to the extent which her means would 
admit. She read eagerly the monthly " Missionary 
Notices;'^ remembered the Missionaries in her daily 
prayers j attended the Monthly Missionary Prayer- 
Meetings; and seemed often as near to heaven as 
she could be on earth, when hearing at Public Meet- 
ings of the triumphant progress of her Redeemer's 
kingdom in heathen lands. She always estimated, 
as well she might, the Missionary who ^^ hazards his 
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life for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ," as the 
most exalted and honourable of all Christian labourers. 
Indeed, the Missionary Anniversary at Lincoln, 
as in other places, was the great Methodist festival 
of the year. On the morning of that day, vehicles 
of various descriptions would be seen arriving from 
all the surroimding villages, and even from some 
of the neighbouring market-towns. The gigs and 
carts would be placed in long rows, within the inn 
yards ; while their owners would repair for refresh- 
ment to the houses of their friends in the city. At 
two o^clock, and before, the pavement on both sides 
of the street would be thronged with persons of all 
ages and conditions of life, citizens and rustics, 
pressing their way towards the Chapel. The House 
of God would soon be fiUed, — ^the aisles, the gallery, 
the very stairs. The Meeting would be opened by 
devotional exercises ; and the chair occupied by 
some honourable citizen, or by some gentleman 
of the county well known by the agriculturists. 
The Chairman would briefly explain the object to be 
promoted, and express his satisfaction and good- will 
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the brown coat^ of no modem cot, — down to the 
welUwom^ old-fashioned top-boots, — all marked him 
out as one of En^and^s real yeomen, the genuine 
'^ sons of the plon^^^ With a felidtons ingenuity 
that raised wonder in the minds of the hearers, he 
wonld liken the progress of Gospel Missions to the 
career of a victorioas warrior ; or to the mighty tri- 
umphs of the steam-engine, as beheld in the rapid 
flight of the railway-carriage, or in the steam- 
ship pursuing its course amidst raging winds and 
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moTintain billows. His mastery of allegory made 
you think that if John Bimyan could have risen from 
the dead and become a Missionary speaker, your 
enjoyment could scarcely have been greater. And, 
ever and anon, amidst flashes of mother-wit, and 
imaginative illustrations bordering on the grotesque, 
there would be some weighty and profoimd saying, 
or some climax to an appeal that reached the true 
sublime. You felt it was native genius that stood 
before you, genius consecrated to the grandest and 
holiest of causes. Your fancy might be amused; 
but above all your judgment was enlightened and 
your heart improved by what you heard. The effect 
was not only seen by the cheerful zeal with which 
the audience poured their contributions into the 
Missionary treasury ; but you heard of those say- 
ings, and of their practical and beneficial effects 
on men's Uves, for months and years afterwards, 
both in the city and in the Circuit. 

Or it might be, that late in the Meeting came 
the unequalled Missionary pleader, Robert Newton. 
If he were long in coming, yet you knew that since 
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he had engaged to come^ he would be sore^ if alive 
and weU^ to be present. So no real diaconragement 
was felt^ although the prior half of the Meeting 
might not be so interesting as had been expected. 
Every one knew that when he shonld come^ the 
feeling of the Meeting would certainly be raised; 
for what Missionaiy Meeting ever failed with Robert 
Newton^s presence? At lengthy he would be seen 
striding manfully up the aisle^ and on to the plat- 
form, while aU eyes were fixed upon him. He had 
been long " on the wheels,^^ as he would be sure to 
inform you before the Meeting came to a close; 
but his appearance was fresh and healthy. Smiles 
all around, and many a fraternal grasp of the hand 
by his brethren on the platform, would greet him : 
and when he rose to speak, his grand form, that 
seemed a model for a Grecian sculptor ; his manly, 
energetic visage; the fire and feeling of his fine 
dark eye; above all, the rich fulness, the majestic 
music, and thrilling power of his voice, (which 
reminded you of Keats^s line, — 

" That large utterance of the early gods," — 
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SO much did it dwarf the power of the voices of 
other men,) — all combined to assure you that he 
had ah-eady triumphed and succeeded with his audi- 
ence, although his appeal was only just begun. 

But how diflferent was the feast of oratory now, 
to that which you enjoyed when on some former 
Anniversary Mr. Dawson had been the principal 
speaker. There was not the versatility, the won- 
drous power of passing "from grave to gay,^^ and 
still conveying the impressive lesson, — the play of 
imagery and allegory, which distinguished "the 
Yorkshire farmer : ^^ all was now stately and digni- 
fied; or there was an occasional strain of feeling 
and tenderness, that shook the heart, thrilled the 
nerves, and made the tears flow from every eye; 
or there was an exultant burst of pious triumph, 
that sounded as if you had caught one note struck 
from GabriePs harp in heaven, and that raised the 
instant, loud, and irrepressible response of "Glory 
to God ! ^' from the crowd of the speaker^s earnest 
listeners. Rapidly, and yet ftdly, the pleader 
descanted on the sinfiil and perishing condition 
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of the Heathen^ — on the inestimable benefits con- 
ferred through the labours of the Missionaries sent 
forth to spread the Gospel of Christ, — on the future 
triumphs of the Redeemer's kingdom, — or on the 
blessedness of those who co-operate ; and then exhi- 
biting human nature, by relating in his own felicitous 
manner what he had known or heard of the covet- 
ous or the liberal man, he appealed so potently and 
irresistibly to his hearers, that though they wished 
the magnificent music of that voice still to be pro- 
longed, they became impatient to prove their eager- 
ness to contribute, and to have the collection made. 
A verse of a hymn ; usually — 

" Praise God from Whom all blessings flow," — 

simg to the incomparable air of the Old Hundredth ; 
for that verse and tune seemed the t)nly fitting 
medium by which the full hearts of the audience 
could be disburdened; — then prayer and the bene- 
diction followed ; and the people dispersed to Meth- 
odist homes in the city, to express to each other their 
delight with what they had heard, and after refresh- 
ing themselves with tea, to sing and pray together. 
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until it was time to proceed to the evening service, 
again to hear Robert Newton. 

If you had two hours before conceived that he 
was created to plead on the Missionary platform, 
you saw, now that he took his place in the pulpit, 
that he himself gratefully gloried far more in being 
privileged to preach the Gospel of the Saviour. 
His rapt look, as he uttered in the richest tones 
and skilfuUest cadences those unsurpassed hymns, 
so as to give the full meaning to their thoughts, 
and to make you feel the beauty of their rhythm ; 
his solemn awe and power in prayer, and the 
himible reliance on Grod which he expressed for aid 
in his great work; — all prepared your heart and 
mind to receive, as out of his own heart and mind 
he was evidently prepared to deliver, the paramount 
truths of Christianity. His text might be, " God so 
loved the world,^^ &c. ; or, " The glorious Gospel of 
the blessed God ; " or, " The weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty,'' &c. ; or, " God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:'' but whatever it might be, "the 
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whole counsel of Gkxl/' as revealed in the plan of 
human redemption; the willingness of God to save; 
a free, full, and present salvation for all men ; — in 
short. Gospel Methodism was sure to be preached ; 
while the voice, look, action, manner, and earnest- 
ness of the Preacher, carried home conviction to 
the soul, and made the hearing of the sermon 
rememberable to your lifers end. Well might this 
prince of Preachers say in death, "The preaching 
that flows from the heart does good every day. 
Methodism is the work of God. I am a Methodist, 
— a Methodist Preacher, — glory be to God ! an old 
Methodist Preacher;" for such had been his daily 
exercises for half a century. 

He has gone to his eternal reward; and his place 
has now to be filled by others ; for it cannot be filled 
by any one man. As Charles Wesley used to say, 
"While God buries His workmen. He carries on 
His work." The great evangelical cause of Chris- 
tian Missions still proceeds. And if there are not 
now such great central gatherings at Missionary 
Anniversaries in some places as there were formerly. 
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yet the great cause itself has more supporters than 
ever; and annual meetings on its behalf are held 
now in almost every village. 

Our Mother^s warm heart and expansive soul 
could not fail to embrace this cause^ and delight in 
it, as well as prompt her to be active in its promo- 
tion. But while rejoicing in Methodism, and in all 
the blessed and extending effects wrought by it, our 
dear Parent was not sectarian and narrow in spirit. 
She did not suppose that all spiritual religion was 
enclosed within her own reUgious community, and 
that beyond its circle there was but an almost 
Christianity. She was too large-hearted and well- 
instructed for this. She loved all, of whatever 
name, who loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
Seeing in them the image of her heavenly Father 
whom she loved, that satisfied her; and she was 
ready to commune and hold fellowship with them. 

I have already remarked that she never forgot 
her obligations to the Church of England. On 
particular occasions she continued to attend its 
services ; and for benevolent objects visited at times 
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wme Cbafd. of die D iaMaiie i s on a week-d^ 
eremng. Her means were not large; bat as £v as 
Aej enaMed her, Ae sobKnbed to die Taiied insti- 
totioDs of the imite iu d Chmdi. In her ho6k of 
pnrate aeeo ui U* are entnes of yeail;^ subBcnptiona 
to the British and Foreign Bible Societr^ die CSuunch 
MissioDarjr Society, the Tiondon and the Baptist 
Kissicniary Societies^ and to die Sodetjr far Pro- 
moting duristianitj among die Jews, as well as to 
die institatknis of Methodism and to local charities. 
Hers was a liberal heart, which devised liberal 
things. She was a true disciple of Wesley, — ''the 
friend of all and the enemy of ncHie.'' In her day 
of actirity, the Evangelical Alliance had not spread 
itself beyond the great centres of die kingdom, or 
her mind would have highly exulted in its truly 
catholic objects and services; for nothing seemed 
to rejoice her more dian to behold an assembly 
of evangeUcal Christians, from different denomina- 
tions, uniting for one common object in the cause of 
her Redeemer. 

Her charity did not, however, run into looseness. 
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or latitudinarianism. She did not so merge all 
creeds and religious opinions that essential prin- 
ciple was lost and swallowed up through an 
unbounded generalization. She knew how^ for 
instance, to make a due distinction between Protest- 
antism and Popery, My youth was chiefly spent 
among Roman CathoUcs, I having been articled for 
the study of architecture to a gentleman in Lincoln, 
who for pure benevolence of spirit, largeness of 
mind, extent of accurate information, and scholarly 
accomplishments, has rarely been surpassed; but 
who was a most devoted and zealous Roman Catho- 
lic. At his table not unfrequently were to be met 
the Bishops and Priests of his Church, who were not 
only captivating by their Uterary attainments, and 
extensive knowledge of the world, but also ready to 
converse on the differences between Protestantism and 
Romamsm. In these circumstances, it wfll easUy be 
understood, that a Protestant youth's newly-found 
religion was a delicate plant in somewhat perilous 
ground. 

This was seen and constantly remembered by our 
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deceased Parent, who used most carefully to point 
out the vital difference between Mth in Christ alone, 
through which a contrite sinner is saved, and the 
merit of good works and of departed saints, as 
taught for salvation among the Eoman Catholics. 
She was also earnest in setting forth the seriously 
presumptuous intrusion of the Papacy and its Priest- 
hood into the place and office of the Redeemer, as 
well as in describing the evil fruits it had produced 
in persecution, and in claiming to rule over nations 
with unrestrained power. 

But while thus firmly set agaiost the system of 
Rome, our dear Mother was ready to acknowledge 
and to improve the good found in individuals, who 
like Thomas ^ Kempis, De Renty, Penelon, Pascal, 
and others, were real saints under a false and cor* 
rupt system, with which from early life they had 
been associated. And in some instances which could 
be named, she might seem to carry her catholicity 
too &r, by her intercourse and prayers with such 
as were not orthodox by profession. But she had 
learned that some persons were better than their 
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creeds; that they were gcx)d in spite of their sys- 
tems^ rather than because of them. She admired 
sincerity wherever she found it, and knew well how 
to pick out the wheat from the chaff of human 
character. It was not that she undervalued forms 
and professions; she knew their importance, and 
was ready to uphold them; but she sought the 
substance of goodness rather than the mere name. 
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The Saviour gives a gracioos boon, 

Vlhea reconciled CEuistianB meet. 
And face to bee, imd hcBii to heart, 
High thoughts of holj love impart 

lu silence meek, or eonrerae sweet.' 



IN my last Letter I set before you our 
Mother's catholicity of spirit ; and I would not, my 
dear Sister, hare you bigoted or exclusive in your 
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views of Christian Churches; but being anxiously 
diesirous that you should have what is most helpful 
to piety, in your association with the people of God, 
I would, in passing, point out to you some of the 

r 

advantages pre-eminently supplied in the Church 
with which &om your baptism you have been more 
immediately connected. We see how some young 
persons, whose parents rose from obscurity, and 
repeatedly acknowledged before the Lord and His 
people that they owed their position, and all that 
they possessed, to Methodism, have been foolishly 
seduced from it by the idol of ^^ respectability.^^ 
Professing themselves unable longer to submit to 
companionship with the poor, and to be compelled 
to hear homely language on spiritual things, they 
have ungratefully forsaken the Church in which 
their fathers found peace and salvation, and have 
associated themselves with persons of higher station 
and culture, and with public services more imposing, 
than are to be found in the simple practices of 
Wesleyans. Such conduct is unwise as well as 
ungrateful. It seldom leads to an attainment of the 
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object sought; — for such transitions do not elevate 
the changelings in the respect and esteem of the 
thoughtful and the good; — while in most instances 
it is detrimental^ religiously. Indeed, it proves not 
only the departure of the mind from Christian 
simplicity, but also its false and worldly views of the 
kingdom of the Saviour. The presence of the poor 
was emphiiticaUy the sign given of His kingdom by 
Christ, to the inquiring messengers of the Baptist : 
'^ The poor have the Gospel preached unto them.^' 
His design was to mingle the rich and poor together 
in His service; and Methodism does this as fully 
as any Church that can be named. 

Its distinctive characteristics — or rather those 
which expressly mark its separation as a Church 
from the world — ^lie in the association of its mem- 
bers for mutual oversight, counsel, and encourage- 
ment. The term of admission to membership con- 
sists in no theological test, but simply in '^ a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come ;" so that any person 
sincerely desirous of salvation may enter the pale 
of Methodism. But when that step has been 
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taken^ strict vigilance is then exercised in the 
oversight of the new convert, lest while professing to 
be not of the world his life should prove the con- 
trary. This is reasonable and consistent; for it 
never could be intended that professors of religion 
should be so mingled with the world as to have no 
distinction; and if the distinction were only nominal 
and not vital, it would only be a mere profession and 
a fraud. If admission to the sacrament of the Lord^s 
Supper be regarded as the test of Church member- 
ship, then the Church ought to have such a know- 
ledge of the life and conduct of its communicants as 
to be able to judge of their fitness. That Church 
which has not this, and which is without the means 
for excluding from the Lord^s Table those who walk 
disorderly, is seriously defective. Now Methodism 
provides these through its Class-Meetings^ which, if 
not formally and by name of scriptural authority, 
yet in their object and use are easeatiaUy so. 

A Methodist Class-Meeting is a weekly meeting 
of from twelve to twenty members of the Society 
or Church, who are associated with one called " the 
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Leader/* — a member of enlightened and advanced 
piety, — for mutual oversight, exhortation, and coun- 
sel. In these meetings the members pray with and 
for each other, speak to one another of their reli- 
gious experience, and the Leader gives them such 
spiritual advice as he thinks most suitable to their 
cases respectively. By thus "striving together in 
prayers,'' and "speaking often one to another,'* 
acquaintance with each other is formed, the " fellow- 
ship of saints'* is promoted, and the wants of the 
poor and sick are discovered. Once in each quar- 
ter of a year the Class is visited by the Minister, 
who ascertains by personal inquiry the spiritual 
condition of the Leader and of his members ; and 
who, by the delivery of a ticket, in connexion with 
mimsterial instruction, renews to the approved the 
token of membership with the Church of God ; and 
then, as well as at each weekly meeting, the Leader 
and the members contribute to the work of God out 
of their substance, " as God hath prospered them." 
Thus you will perceive Wesleyan Class-Meetings are 
not the Popish confessionak which some have 
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falsely represented them as being* They are not 
resorts for disclosing family secrets, or for unedify- 
ing and disorderly conversation and gossip, as others 
have ignorantly supposed. But they are scriptural, 
edifying, and orderly means of grace, such as all 
who have attended them value, when their souls are 
alive to God. If Christian professors are not living 
to the honour of Christ, they would rather shun 
the question, "What is now the state of your soul?^' 
If a member of the Church be conscious of remiss- 
ness in the habit of private prayer, of worldliness 
and unwatchfulness, or of half-heartedness, he will 
shrink from the place where his spiritual condition 
is brought to the test. But if living in close and 
daily communion with the Divine Being, if enjoying 
the continued sense of Gkxl^s favour and blessing, 
he will fervidly desire to communicate and to con- 
summate his spiritual joy, by declaring it to others. 
The steadiest and best, that is to say, the most truly 
spiritual-minded Wesleyans highly prize this weekly 
means of grace; and though some differences may 
be looked for in the character of human minds, and 
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some allowances be made for the naturally timoroas 
and retiring^ yet Christian fellowship will be sought 
and valued by every true follower of the Saviour. 
Hence we find that almost every Church alive with 
spiritual impulses, imitates, (without taking the 
express name of " Class-Meeting/') this example set 
by Methodism, in its social means of grace : — Imi- 
tates,! would rather say, in this respect, apostolic 
Christianity. It is, in fiict, in these more private 
conferences that the richest firuits of religious experi- 
ence are not unfirequently found. When they who 
take sweet counsel together go up to the House of 
God in company ; — ^when one converted and saved 
says to his Christian brethren, '^ Come ye that fear 
the Lord, and I will tell you what He hath done for 
my soul \" — ^when, like the disciples going to Em- 
maus, they commune together, — ^then Jesus Himself 
draws near, and makes their hearts bum within 
them as He talks with them by the way, and as He 
opens to them the Scriptures. 

The wisdom of the Founder of Methodism was 
never more fiilly shown than in the. establishment 
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of this social means of grace. Its beneficial influ- 
ence in recalling members each week to a sense of 
their spiritual obligations and privileges, the circum- 
spection it induces, the healthy emulation it excites, 
and its continuous promotion of brotherly sympathy 
and love, are among its most obvious advantages. 
Some who feel the bonds of Christian discipline too 
strait for them, or who would have the kingdom of 
God '^come with observation,^^ knowing how the 
numbers in Methodism might instantly be multi- 
plied if this condition were withdrawn, are already 
asking, If Class-Meetings be really necessary? K 
they be quite suited to the age in which we live? 
If, in deference to the spirit of the times, they may 
not now be dispensed with ? But aU vigilant Pas- 
tors and faithful Methodists will keep their eye upon 
this humble yet essential means of grace. It were 
better that the Church should be smaller, if pure, 
than larger and worldly, as it would undoubtedly be 
if Class-Meetings were dispensed with. 

Should these fences of our vineyard ever be 
loosened, then shaU it be laid waste. The Apostles 



192 SOCIAL MEANS OF METHODISM. 

carefully separated believers in Clirist from the 
world, placed them within the Christian fold, shep- 
herded them with care, and instructed them in the 
doctrines and duties of religion. Thus Mr. Wesley 
remarks on the institution of Class-Meetings, — ^which, 
like other parts of the system of Methodism, arose 
from providential circumstances, and not of set plan, 
like the system of Ignatius Loyola, — 

'' Upon reflection, I could not but observe. This is 
the very thing which was from the beginning of 
Christianity. In the earliest times, those whom 
Grod had sent forth 'preached the Grospel to every 
creature.^ And the ol aKpoaral, 'the body of 
hearers,^ were mostly either Jews or Heathens. 
But as soon as any of these were so convinced of 
the truth, as to forsake sin and seek the Grospel 
salvation, they immediately joined them together, 
took an account of their names, advised them to 
watch over each other, and met these /caTifXpvfievoi, 
'catechumens,^ (as they were then called,) apart 
from the great congregation, that they might 
instruct, rebuke, exhort, and pray with them^ 
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and for them, according to their several neces- 
sities/^ 

Other edifying means of grace, though now pecu- 
liar to Methodism, are not additions or improve- 
ments &om the eighteenth century, as some would 
have it believed; they are simply restorations of 
Christian services, as old as Christianity itself, and 
which through abuse, or neglect, had fallen into 
desuetude. The Love-Feasts of Methodism, in 
which the classes meeting separately in each week 
are assembled together in the house of God at the 
end of each quarter, volimtarily to testify before the 
Minister and each other of Divine grace to them, 
have scriptural precedent and example in the Agap^ 
of the early Christians, who ate and . drank together 
before the Lord, expressing freely their love to the 
Saviour and to one another. These are more simple 
now in their provision of bread and water only, 
because wine was abused in such meetings, even in 
the days of the Apostles, as St. Paul has recorded in 
his First Epistle to the Corinthians, And what sight 
can be more impressive and edifying, than that of 
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witk Tfirr^ |^ * i;^ vsitiiig^ to bour ttouk die 
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Dninegrioe i» doiiigfiar dieiraoab? It would be 
too mndi to Miyp oi e tbat in die ardesB mmatiie s 
of tome bnmUe but snoere membfarg, no gnun- 
maticad fimhsor odier inaocondes of langtmge aze 
eirer fimnd. Bnt tbeae are not aocb as to intorfere 
witb and prevent the edification of earnest soak; 
as all can testify wbo bare been jsesent at such 
semoes. On tbe odier band, it may be said, many 
remember tbem as seasons of overwhelming power 
and grace. There was the rdation of Christian 
experience, perhaps, by a poor nnkttered man who, 
nevertheless, spoke in langoage richly inlaid with 
the words of the Book which he daily reads, and 
which are to him " spirit and life/^ Others of more 
cultured minds, but of inferior piety, were stimu- 
lated by what they heard. Some hung down their 
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heads, ashamed, and in tears before God. Others 
rejoiced aloud; heart was drawn to heart, and 
spirit to spirit ; their sympathies were chorded and 
entwined ; and all partook of the feeling that they 
were ^^one in Christ Jesns.^^ Like the disciples 
on the Mount with Christ, they said, " It is good to 
be here ; " and loth to part, they wished to remain 
where they were, and prolong the rapturous delight, 
of extolling their common Saviour. In such meet- 
ings they anticipated the enjoyment of heaven ; and 
asked, " If the joy of God^s redeemed people be so 
great on earth, what will it be when they meet 
before the throne of the Lamb ? '' 

In these meetings, too, qualities for usefulness are 
not unfrequently discovered. That modest youth, 
whose voice is tremulous with diffidence, but whose 
speech belies the power that is in him, relates his 
experience of the saving grace and energy of God. 
Then inquiry arises among his brethren who hear 
him, if such gifts should not have a larger sphere 
afforded to them : if he may not be employed as " an 
instructor of the ignorant, a teacher of babes : '^ if 
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he may not be "profitable for the Ministry/' and be 
ordained an ambassador for Christ? Such is the 
humble beginning of many who become eminent for 
useMness in the Church. Their heart-felt devotion 
to the cause of Christ is first in such meetings timo- 
rously expressed ; the speakers become known^ and 
are approved by both Ministers and members ; they 
are sent forth, ^ and the promise of Holy Scripture is 
fulfilled, " And I raised up your sons for prophets." 

Such are some of the important advantages pre- 
eminently supplied in Methodism to its members; 
for in its means for promoting Christian fellow- 
ship and mutual edification, it confessedly holds no 
secondary rank among the Churches of our Lord. 
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" N(rT clothed in pnqile or fine linen — etood 
llie 'Wildaneu Apoatlel He vat toimd 
O'er-canopied by wild roeka fringed witli wood, 
Where nature's iteniest scene^ daridv frown'd. 
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There gtood the Seer, his loins begirt arooiid. 
With outstretched hand, bare brow, and vocal eye : 

His voice, with sad solemnity of sound. 

More thrilling than the eagle's startling cry, 
' Repent ! repent T exdaim'd, * Christ's kingdom draweth nigh !'" 

BABT09. 

IN noticing for you the spiritoal life and reli- 
gious services of Methodism^ I must not omit to 
name one truly memorable season of grace and sal- 
vation to many in the city of Lincoln ; especially as 
our dear Mother was energetically engaged in it, 
and always afterwards rgoiced in the rememhrance 
of it. This was the time of the Rev. John Smith's 
ministerial labours in the Lincoln Circuit, during 
the years 1829, 1830, and 1831. He was known 
in Methodism by the title of "the Revivalist;^' a 
name which when employed to designate a Minister 
of a certain class is not to be fully approved ; for all 
true Ministers of Christ are revivalists, whatever 
may be the diversity of their gifts. And we shall 
all do well to imitate the magnanimous example of 
the Apostle Peter, who neither envied nor despised 
the style and manner^f his brethren^ however much 
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they might differ from himself; and who, in refer- 
ring to St. Paul, speaks of him as his " beloved 
brother/^ who had written to those addressed, " ac- 
cording to the wisdom given unto him/^ But the 
term " Revivalist,^' when employed to represent John 
Smith, was most just and appropriate ; for he was 
such in the best sense of the word. Go where he 
would to labour, — ^whether to a fashionable watering- 
place, like Brighton, — ^to the seat of dissipated 
royalty, as was Windsor in the time of George IV., 
— ^to a quiet, undisturbable kind of place, such as 
Prome, — or to a large, populous, manufacturing 
town, like Nottingham, — he was the means, under 
God, of breaking up the dull monotony into which 
the Church might have subsided, of awakening its 
energies, and of extending its borders. 

When Mr. Smith came to Lincoln, there was a 
great diversity of opinion concerning him, among 
the members of Society. Some, who had heard 
of the extraordinary things which had marked his 
ministry in a neighbouring Circuit, and who at that 
time were almost ready to prefer the stillness of 
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deidi to die stardmg oocorrenon id m idigioBB 
lenval, eren wait so £ur as to b^^ oo die eve of \m 
oomingy ^He will not serve for linooln.'' He 
came; and tlie Societies in thedty and thioo^ioiit 
the Circuit were soon moved. Spiritiial and saving 
effiscts were jnodnced on iSbe ver^ first Safabsdi of his 
ministiy in Lincoln. Kindred spirits in the Chardi 
were immediate^ stirred and drawn forth to aid 
in the wcnrk of God ; and many in the ccx^pregation 
were awakened to see their need of personal religicm, 
and to fed the danger of resting content with a 
bare attendance on the ordinances of worship. The 
remarkable man whose preaching had produced this 
quickening change was spoken of in various com- 
panies: and many who came to hear him through 
curiosity were impressed and convinced. Notorious 
sinners were converted; and this led their former 
companions to inquire for them^ and to go to the 
Methodist Chapel to see what had become of them, 
and who this John Smith was that had broken their 
ranks. Many of these new inquirers were in their 
turn seized with religious conviction, and were 
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saved; and this continued until very soon a great 
part of the city appeared to be under religious 
influence. 

Meanwhile^ as may be supposed, many words of 
ridicule and condemnation were uttered by parties 
without the Church, and some of caution and coun- 
sel within. But the new Minister was a man of one 
business, who understood and confided in the cor- 
rectness of his own tried principles of action : he 
unswervingly pursued his own course; and the 
efiects continued to be felt and seen, both by the 
Church and the world. 

Although my purpose, in these Letters, is chiefly 
to present you, my dear Sister, with a Portrait of 
our Mother, I cannot forbear to attempt a sketch 
of this honoured servant of God, with whose devoted 
eflforts for his Divine Master^s cause she sympathized 
so deeply, and whom she endeavoured so zealously 
to help. He was a man of the utmost firmness and 
vigour in his own character ; and of singular quick- 
ness in penetrating the character of others. To a 
fine, manly, firmly knit bodily frame, he united 



-d liK 



.*- •'!! 



m 7 



Ib^ imm0» 0si X 




Mm <r>nrr<^TMtnH tridk faaoB of t»Ge^ and 
b^/ir modi tltfte wsh dot vas irfined in Ins ied- 
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m/1 OM^ol Meopatioo of flie nmid. 

An ft Fm^dier^ tlib nringifJ tenderness and 
•if im^ r/fU;n made Um almost irresistible. But the 
%fimi emms </f his snooess^ onder God, seemed to be 
ihi^ iuiAmtt ccmrietion he prodnoed in the minds of all 
who liMtiTfii^d to him of his own profoond eamest- 
mim. You Haw that the awful views of man's sin- 
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fulness and danger, the glowing faith in the Atone- 
ment, and confidence in the power and willingness 
of Christ to save from sin, on which he dwelt with so 
much fervour, were really the outpouring of his 
inmost soul. And while listening, it seemed next 
to impossible that you should not yield to him. 
His appeals against sin, its offensiveness in the sight 
of the Lord, its ingratitude and folly, and the peril 
to which it exposes the sinner, were often terrific. 
And then the awe-struck sinner was followed by 
the most pathetic entreaties, uttered often with 
floods of tears j until the rebel became a mourner, 
and did not cease to cry for salvation until he 
found it. 

But there was a secret in his success which those 
who pronounced upon it with mere human judgment 
did not penetrate. This was his intimate com- 
munion with God. He did not confide in his know- 
ledge of human nature, which was deep; in his 
correct and forceftd Saxon style of language, for 
which he was distinguished; or in his rare power of 
awakening and touching the heart by sympathy or 
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ahnn. He knew Oax ill these ^ifb most be 
DninelT directed and aided, or the spintnal quidLeii- 
in^ vould iKit come. Tliis oonTiction. mude him 
simple as a child in his dependence on die Dirine 
Father^ led him to dars and nights of jrmy^ar, to 
groanings in secret and strong cries in pabli<^ and 
to the piyiili«r m^nnPT and style of Ids preaching, 
lliis made him a Ministv of the Spirit; and 
bercMid many^ a man "full of fidth and of the Holy 
Ghost.'' He was not a mere enthusiast^ as some 
would suppose; for he erer connected the end he 
had in view with the use of appointed means. He 
sought spiritual effects firom the Spiiif s power; and 
having received the word and promise of (jod, he 
fully relied thereon. This was as scriptural as it 
was rationaL 

A Minister of the Grospel is to give himself not 
only to the word of God^ but also to prayer. And 
whatever may be his gifts and attainments^ whatever 
may be his attractions by eloquence and manner^ 
unless by prayer he bathe his sword in the light- 
nings of heaven, he will be spiritually ineffective, and 
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the great ends of Christian preaching will fail of 
their gracious accomplishment. Hardened sinners 
will not be pricked in the heart, and cry out, " What 
must we do to be saved ?^' nor will believers be 
edified, and the real spiritual Church of Christ 
increased. Assuredly, of all the pitiable scenes in 
this world, there is none more pitiable than that of 
a feeble mortal seeking to carry on what is con- 
fessedly God^s own work, without God. John Smith 
did not attempt this. He sought, by fervent and 
unceasing prayer, the presence and aid of the Holy 
Ghost ; and if proof were needed that he was right, 
it was to be found in the signal manner in which 
his ministry was honoured. Hundreds were con- 
verted; and the Societies were quickened and 
enlarged. Many saw what might be done by entire 
devotedness to the service of the Lord. The eflfects of 
his preaching spread, not only through his own Cir- 
cuit, but to the Circuits adjoining; nay, there was 
scarcely a Circuit in Lincolnshire, or on its borders, 
but felt, more or less, the happy eflfects of his 
labours. And if some who were then awakened and 
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Im a{;]rrovcd. But this devoted man was not guilty of 
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that. And prudent men, who do every thing in 
measured forms, accordant with their colder natures, 
do not, and cannot, comprehend, how one with the 
realizing views and powerful feelings of John Smith 
was incapable of restraining himself amidst the 
scenes aud sounds which surrounded him. With 
awakened sinners, wailing penitents, and rejoicing 
believers around him, such a man could not spare 
himself, even for the lengthening of his life. His 
was a whole bumVoffering; and was, no doubt, an 
acceptable sacrifice. 

In his '^ plans of labour,^^ as he was accustomed to 
call them, he used to associate himself closely with 
the prayerful. He sought them in the several Socie- 
ties, conversed with them, and enlisted their sym- 
pathies and help. An eminent and devoted servant 
of the Lord, of either sex, was sure to be found by 
him, when he came into a Circuit. Soon after his 
coming to Lincoln he found our dear Mother. She 
had rejoiced in his appointment to the Circuit, felt 
the power of his preaching, and became a ready 
co-operator in his exertions. 
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He was mudi at our Father's hooae ; and would 
make it a point to come when wearied and worn hj 
his laboois. He was, while free firom all firivditj, 
ddigfatfiiUf social and companionaUe. I have 
already hinted at his passion fiir mnsic ; and daring 
these visits he wonld not nnfireqnently join in a dnet 
with Father on the Ante. Bnt his chief employ- 
ment was speaking on the work of Giod. His heart 
was set on this; and he oonld not have spent an 
afternoon or an erening without jiescanting upon it. 
In onr Mother he found a kindred spirit. She 
was at all times ready to converse with him on this 
welcome theme. 

She took care, too, that he should have every 
means for turning his visits to that highest and 
holiest account which he preferred. Friends were asso- 
ciated for tea, and for the evening; and thus seasons 
of spiritual interest and benefit were realized. There 
were his own relations of instances of conversion ; 
there was singing of hymns, in which he greatly 
delighted ; and there were fervent intercessory pray- 
ers for the enlargement of the Bedeemer's kingdom. 
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Meetings these of priceless value to the truly pious ; 
and much more seemly than social parties of pro- 
fessing Christians, in which the conversation is all 
vain and profitless, and the evening prayerless. 

In these homely fire-side meetings, Mr. Smithes 
presence impressed all around him as irresistibly as 
it did in his public ministrations. In the pulpit 
he seemed like a prophet fresh from the visions 
of God : in the house of a friend he seemed still 
to be ftdly awake to the realities of the spiritual 
and eternal world. He was always about his 
heavenly Father's business; and many were the 
seals of Divine approval affixed to his efibrts for 
the salvation of his fellow-creatures, in the social 
circle as well as in the public assembly. 

I deem it an unspeakable advantage to have seen 
and known such an exemplar of devotedness to the 
cause of Christ as John Smith. The revivals 
attendant on his labours were real revivals. They 
were not, like some imitations, spasmodic eflforts 
which continue for a brief time, and then cease, 
and their effects with them. Their effects were 
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abiding. They remained week after week^ month 
after months and year aft^r year. 

In the city of Lincohi^ and throughout the Scxdeties 
of the Circuity generally^ the number of members was 
about doubled during the period of Mr. Smithes three 
years' labours. Many new labourers also sprang up^ 
marked for their devotion and zeal. Some of these 
remain to cultivate the Circuit-field^ while others 
have gone forth as Itinerant Ministers and Mis- 
sionaries. Among the latter was John Hunt, who 
may be also named as an example of the instru- 
ments for usefulness which Wesleyan Methodism 
not unfrequently provides from among the poor and 
the illiterate, as well as of the surpassing power 
of heart-felt religion to quicken and expand the 
dormant powers of the human mind. He was 
found in the benighted and profligate village of 
Swinderby, — a farmer's servant of the very lowest 
class, almost destitute of the first elements of 
learning; and was notable among youths, chiefly, 
for rehearsing village tales and singing country 
songs. Awakened under the powerful ministry 
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of the Rev. John Smith, and converted, he grew 
eager for the cultivation of his mind, and used 
to spend his evenings under the open chimney 
of his master's kitchen, exercising himself in read- 
ing. He soon placed himself in the village night- 
school, speedily acquired such instruction as was 
there attainable, and it was not long before he 
began to exhort and call sinners to repentance. 
Religion developed powers unlooked for by his 
most familiar acquaintances. He went forth to the 
adjoining villages in his country dress ; — ^in his long 
brown coat with brass buttons, his coarse stockings 
and thick shoes : but his homely garb was forgotten 
imder the winning charm of his simple, affectionate, 
and earnest style of address ; and so profitable were 
his evangelistic teachings to all who heard him, as to 
create a general impression that God designed him 
for service in a wider sphere. After a brief course 
of educational preparation under Mr. Bainbridge of 
Lincoln, he was recommended by the Circuit for 
the ministerial life, and was accepted by the Con- 
ference. At that time the Theological Institution 

p 2 



212 REV. JOHN HUNT^ A MISSIONARY. 

had been recently opened for the reception of candi- 
dates for the Wesleyan Ministry. John Hunt was 
admitted^ and was trained under Dr. Hannah^ who 
soon discovered the jewel there lay concealed under 
so plain a covering, devoted himself to the young 
candidate's improvement, and became his attached 
friend and counsellor. The ardent pupil became a 
proficient, not only in the study of theology and 
biblical knowledge, but also in the acquirement of 
the elements of the Latin and Greek languages. As 
a Preacher, he was most acceptable in his simpli- 
city to London congregations; and at length went 
forth as a Missionary to the Feejee Islands. There, 
among ferocious cannibals, he ^^ endured hardness 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ ;" was exposed 
to suflfering, and threatened with death ; but, 
trusting in Grod, he persevered in his labours; 
translated parts of the Scriptures into the Feejee 
tongue; wrote other books of permanent useful- 
ness; and died, comparatively young, exclaiming 
in death, with hands stretched out towards heaven, 
^^ Lord, bless Feejee ! Lord, save Feejee \" 
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Other devoted and usefiil converts of this period 
might be named. Sufl&ce it to say, that there was 
spiritual fruit and prosperity every where, through- 
out the Circuit. In Lincoln, a small additional 
Chapel was obtained above the Hill, near to the 
ancient Roman arch, or Newport Gate. This was 
well attended, and much good was done in that 
extreme quarter of the city. An additional place for 
week-night preaching was also found in Mr. Scott's 
house, below the Gowts' Bridge, at the other or 
southern end of the city ; and seasons of rich spirit- 
ual influence were experienced there. Such genuine 
visitations from the Lord as this, with its attendant 
results, are undoubtedly to be looked for and sought 
by the Church of Christ. God is willing to dispense 
His Holy Spirit at all times, to them that ask for it, 
as He has declared. It cannot be His will that the 
Church should at any time relapse into deadness and 
inactivity ; and had believers been faithful from the 
beginning, the scenes of Pentecostal days would have 
continued. The Spirit's blessings were not then 
exhausted. They were but pledges and earnests of 
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in her zeaL He would request her personal ^isita- 
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one of her own sex whose &mily, perhaps, were 
aver»c to their relative becoming religious. There 
arc fcvcral now in the Church who gratefully remem- 
1)(tr Auch viftits. Indeed^ hers was a truly congenial 



NEW CHAPEL OPENED BY REV. DR. BUNTING. 215 

spirit with that of this devoted man, and with others 
who were all earnestness for the coming of 
Messiah^s kingdom. 

This Divine visitation having given a new impulse 
to the work of God in the city, a larger Place of 
Worship had to be provided for the crowds disposed 
to attend. A convenient site was found on an open 
space in the upper part of the populous parish of 
St. Swithin, near to the New-Road; and a large, 
imposing-looking Chapel was there erected, with 
school and class-rooms, and houses for the Minis- 
ters adjoining. Seasons of memorable influence 
marked the opening, in which Mother with others 
rejoiced exceedingly. The Rev. Dr. Bunting preached 
on the morning and evening of the Sabbath; and 
the strength and cogency of his appeals to con- 
science were felt by many to be almost irresistible. 
This was acknowledged even by some on whom a 
sermon from a Methodist pulpit had never before 
made any impression : I mean, men of a sceptical 
tendency. One of these, a person of great popular 
influence as a political speaker, and of great business 
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eDorgy, said to a company of bis ''ntkniaf firiends^ 
*^1 never felt my own ingratitiide to tlie Dmne 
Being so deeply as while I was hearing that Preacher. 
He actoally pinned me to the seat^ as a ooniicted 
sinner. K I had listened to another such sermon^ 
I most have become a Methodist.'' And not only 
was the convincing power of those discourses felt 
and acknowledged by men of the world; bat 
believers were strengthened in their fidth and loTe 
by the dear and potent manner in which the vene- 
rable Minister set forth Christian privileges. Mother 
experienced this^ and was devoutly gratefdl to God 
for it. 

Efforts for Chapel extension and enlargement 
rapidly succeeded the erection of this spacious build- 
ing in the city. Louth, Grimsby, Boston, Sleaford, 
Homcastle, Market-Raisen, Brigg, and nearly every 
other town of importance in the county, soon had 
new and much-enlarged Chapels. The Poet- 
Laureate, Southey, in his ^^ Life of Wesley,'' (a book 
which does justice to the Founder of Methodism as a 
scholar and a gentleman, but which, while attractive 
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in its style, misrepresents the spiritual life and power 
of Wesley and of Methodism,) speaks of the agri- 
cultural population of England as being least sus- 
ceptible of religious feeling, inasmuch as they lack 
the excitability of the people thickly crowded toge- 
ther in our manufacturing towns. But the pros- 
perity of Methodism in Lincolnshire, as well as in 
the agricultural parts of Yorkshire and other coun- 
ties, proves that Southey was in error, and spoke 
without a real knowledge of the facts. Nowhere is 
Methodism more healthy than in Lincolnshire. It 
may be emphatically pronounced the prevailing reli- 
gion of the yeomanry, farmers, and their labourers ; 
as well as of the trading classes and working people 
in the towns. Thousands who do not decide on 
membership prefer attendance at Wesleyan Chapels ; 
and throng them eagerly in the villages, as well as 
in the city and towns. Methodism, it is true, has 
had its fluctuations here as elsewhere; but it is 
deeply rooted and widely spread throughout the 
county. In the Lincoln Circuit, at the present 
time, — though only comprising, as we have seen, 
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one third of the Circuit originally formed, — there 
are not fewer than thirty-seven Chapels and preach- 
ing places ; and a printed list which I have before 
me shows that its Itinerant Ministers are assisted 
by fifty Local Preachers. Its various auxiliary agen- 
cies of Sabbath-schools^ Missions^ Benevolent^ and 
Tract Societies, are also actively carried on by the 
members and friends. 




" Ah ardent epirit dnelli with Cluialisn Lore, 
The eagle's vigonr in Uie pitying dore. 
'T is not enough that we nith Soitoit m^ 
That we llie wuits of pleading man iiqipl; ; 
That we in sfmpathj' with snOeiere fed, 
Nor hear a grief without a wish to heal ; 
Not these suffice — to wcknegs, pwn, and woe, 
The Christian spirit 1o«BB with aid to go ; 
Will not be sought, waits not for Want to plead. 
Bat seeks the duly, — nay, preyente the need i 
Her utmost aid lo every ill appUes, 
And plants relief for coming miseries." 
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I STATED in the outset that I chose the form 
of Letters for writing this memoir of affection, 
because it was freer and easier than the set style 
of genera] biography. In adopting an easier vehicle, 
* however, I may, with strict judges, subject myself 
to the charge of repeating thoughts, or of return- 
ing to a topic already treated. I will avoid this 
as carefully as possible; but it seems to me 
impossible to avoid it altogether, with any bio- 
graphical record, — unless the writer commences it 
with a purpose wholly formal and systematic, such 
as that pursued, for instance, by Job Orton, in his 
Life of the pious Doddridge. 

The example I have just named suggests to me 
the propriety of endeavouring to present to you, 
my dear Sister, a brief summary of our excellent 
Mother's character as a Christian; though I can- 
not bind myself to treat it with the measured 
preciseness of logical form; but must be free to 
weave into it such facts and elucidations as may 
present themselves to memory. 

The first principle influencing all who have been 
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extensively useful as the benefactors of their race, 
is undoubtedly compassion. From what I have 
already related, you will have learned that Mother 
possessed a truly compassionate nature. This was 
manifest from her conduct to all creatures, even 
to the lowest. She could not bear to see any 
living thing suffer; and expressed personal anguish 
when she saw any one treat dumb animals unkindly. 
Her own feeling towards them was so gentle and 
tender, that it was affecting to witness it. She did 
not feel her piety lessened by cultivating attach- 
ment to the creatures which God had made, such 
as a bird or a dog; and would express instant 
admiration of a fine horse. This is an amiable 
trait, and where seen is not to be frowned upon, 
or ridiculed. The devotional Cowper found his 
nature bettered by fond attention to his domesti- 
cated hares ; and many a solitary and suffering spirit, 
like that of the gentle and meditative Montgomery, 
has expressed gratitude for the cheerful companion- 
ship of a bird. The intelligent and noble-minded 
Dr. Arnold always encouraged a humane attachment 
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nature : so that, at St. PSaol says^ " the whole 
creation groanetk and traTaikth in pain." 

Bnt tme CQmpassi0n is most manifest in its sym- 
pathy with sofiTering humanitr. This our dear 
Mother showed in her earnest and persevering 
endeavours to lessen the sorrows of heat fellow- 
creatures, and to rescue them from spiritual danger 
and error. While ready to relieve their bodily 
wants^ and to give pitying coimsel to those who 
were in temporal sorrow and straitness^ the awfiil 
Hpiritual state of mankind still more deeply affected 
her, and almost unceasingly engaged her efforts. 
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For she was not of the number of those who profess 
pity, but remain at a distance from the pitiable. 
She had none of the false refinement which shelters 
itself from the necessitous and the fallen behind 
forms and ceremonies; but felt that she must 
hasten among them, and stretch out to them the 
hand of help. Hers was not the desire to appear 
benevolent so much as to be really so. Her educa- 
tion had not been like that of too many, in mere 
external behaviour, but in true-heartedness ; and 
therefore she was not restrained from pursuit of 
her object by customs and difficulties. And that, 
surely, is the only true compassion which impels 
us to efibrt, in spite of all conventional barriers; 
and which still impels us onward, even if at times 
unsuccessful in rescuing the fallen from ruin. 

Our Mother was not discouraged by occasional 
failiu'e, though she sometimes encountered it. An 
awfully distressing instance recurs now to my 
memory. It is that of a professed sceptic and 
infidel, whom she faithfully warned for a succes- 
sion of months and years, but who refused to 
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take the warning. He was a man of consider- 
able Batural intelligence and of masical taste. 
Being a near neighbour, and coming to practise 
with Father in music, Mother was accustomed to see 
him, more or less, every week, and seldom ivithont 
saying something to him on religion. He eteadily 
resisted ^vhatever was spoken, and sometimes 
returned answers that were scarcely civil; but still 
she persevered. It was discovered, however, that 
with all his resistance, he was not faily at ease 
in his infidelity. He had a little blind grand- 
dai^hter that he brought up : an engaging child, 
whose nature was highly musical; for 1 remember 
with what interest I used to mark the rapture in 
her face, and in her rolling sightless eye-balls, as 
she sang sweetly to the music. One Sabbath morn- 
ing, with neighbourly freedom. Father suddenly 
opened the door of the man's house, went in, and 
saw him teaching the blind girl to pray, as she 
knelt upon his knees. Father expressed surprise, 
having heard from him repeated professions of athe- 
ism. Confounded, the man replied, " Well, it is of 
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no use denying it : a person may profess to believe 
that there is no God, but he cannot help believing 
that there is ; for proofs of His existence are every 
where around us/^ Mother now made greater and 
more pointed efforts for the man^s salvation. But he 
resisted to the end, and died, miserably illustrating 
the awfiil scriptural warning, ^' He that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy.'^ 

In other cases she was happily successful. It 
was her custom to buy tracts for distribution, and 
to improve the opportunity of calling on her poorer 
neighbours with them. This means she employed 
when no other seemed available ; or when tem- 
poral necessity could not be made the reason for a 
call. And several thoughtless persons by it were 
led to serious consideration of their state, and to a 
godly change. I can remember now her relations of 
the scenes she sometimes beheld, and of the replies 
made to her by poor Sabbath-breakers, ashamed to 
be found as they were when visited by her in their 
dwellings. Some at first tried to offend her, and 
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SO to prevent her coming again. But she was really 
too compassionate towards them to be offended; 
and too earnest in her purpose to benefit them, to 
content herself with one visit, or with a few. 

There was one such case of a poor drunken shoe- 
maker, near to our house at St. Mark^s. Usually 
at the beginning of each week he had fits of drunken- 
ness, and while in them was most desperate. He 
was a terror to his family and to all the neighbours ; 
for at such times he would not only destroy the 
windows and furniture of his own dwelling, but 
would go and vent his rage against any neighbour 
who had oflended him, so that scarcely any one dared 
to say any thing to him. Mother saw him reel past 
the house, heard his oaths in the street, and was 
told from time to time of the injuries he inflicted on 
his wife and family. She said she must go and 
speak to him. We endeavoured to dissuade her from 
doing so, representing the danger that might arise 
to herself; and saying that he might, in his next 
drunken fit, break our house-windows in revenge. 
She replied that she must go; for that not only 
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would the man^s family be ruined, but his own body 
and soul would soon be lost. 

The next Sabbath morning she went. The man 
looked greatly surprised; but he was sober. She 
said, "I understand that you are an intelligent 
person, and I hope you will read one of the tracts 
which I am accustomed to give or lend to my neigh- 
bours.^^ He was flattered, and replied courteously 
that he was obliged by her call, and would read 
whatever she chose to leave for him. Mother imme- 
diately gave him the tract entitled, ^'A Word to a 
Drunkard.^^ He had, however, no sooner glanced 
at it than he exclaimed, *^This is too personal. 
You have selected this purposely for me." He then 
showed great exasperation, and raged so fiiriously 
that Mother's frame trembled. But her spirit was 
firm ; and mildly expostulating with him, she said, *^ I 
have felt much for you and your family ; have been 
led to pray for you; and am not come to vex or 
torment you, but to try to rescue you from your 
degraded condition." Such is the power of meekness 
and affection that he was immediately softened and 
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to be perseveringly faithful on their Master's 
errand ! 

It was not only in her own neighbourhood, but 
wherever she went, this deep Christian compassion 
was felt, and constrained her to speak and act for 
her Lord. If on a visit to a friend at a distance, 
she was sure to find some persons there to warn 
or exhort, and seldom were such visits made with- 
out beneficial results. After I became an Itinerant 
Preacher of Christ's Gospel, she visited me in 
diflFerent parts of the country; and it vras her 
practice to go with me to the several parts of 
a Circuit, in each part trying to do good. And 
there is scarcely a place where she was with me 
but in it her memory is stiU fragrant. To aid in 
bringing sinners to Gk)d was her great object, and a 
blessing almost invariably attended her endeavours. 

When she came to me in London she was almost 
overwhehned with sorrowful feeling, through the 
scenes of flagrant Sabbath-breaking and open dissi- 
pation which any one must here witness, unless 
perpetually immured in a room. '' I could not live 
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in such a place^^' she said^ again and again. The 
sights and sounds of wickedness so deeply affeeted 
her^ that she often wept as we went along the streets. 
While at our home she poured out her full-burdened 
soul in prayer for sinners^ and expressed adoring won- 
der that the Divine Being was so mercifdl as to spare 
the guilty city^ and not consume it in wrath^ as He 
did Sodom and Gromorrah. On one occasion^ when 
returning from the worship of God at Islington^ 
and while we were surveying London from an ele- 
vated situation^ with its numberless streets and 
buildings stretched out before xxs, she said, ^^ I have 
realized while in this city more of th6 compas- 
sionate mind of Christ than I ever did before. The 
very heart of Jesus has seemed to be beating within 
me; and the words written of Him on His view 
of Jerusalem are almost constantly in my remem- 
brance : ^ And when He was come near. He beheld 
the city, and wept over it, saying. If thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace ! but now they 
are hid from thine eyes.' ^' 
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Christian compassion was truly and largely her 
inheritance. And where possessed the inheritance is 
valuable, though, as before remarked, the possessor 
may have to bear heavily the burden of others, and 
frequently to weep on their account. Hard, stoical, 
and selfish natures cannot understand this; and 
think it desirable not to feel so much for our suffer- 
ing fellow-creatures. But I would earnestly exhort 
you, my dear Sister, to cherish feelings of deep 
commiseration for the poor and the perishing, and 
that at the risk of all the attendant consequences 
of sorrow and labour. It is to be remembered that 
only they who have learned to weep with them that 
weep, can really rejoice with them that rejoice. 
Unless one knows what it is to plunge into the 
depths of compassionate feeling for the perishing 
and the distressed, one cannot know what it is to 
rejoice over the saved and the happy with ^^exceed- 
ing joy.'' God has ordained this great sequence of 
our sympathies; and such experience is infinitely 
preferable to the unmoved state of the Stoic. 
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PURSUING the coiirse I commenced in the 
last Letter, I may say that, with her strong and 
earnestly compassionate views of human nature, our 
dear Mother had great and abiding faith. This 
enabled her to realize the presence of God at all 
times, and under all circumstances. Her faith was 
steadfast and immovable, and might be appropriately 
likened to some giant mountain, — such as Mont 
Blanc, in Switzerland, the monarch of European 
mountains, faintly represented at the head of this 
Letter, — when seen by the traveller reposing securely 
on his rocky throne, and raising his glistening and 
irradiated head £Eir above the pollution and turmoil 
of earth. For her believing soul reposed firmly 
upon the ^^ Rock of eternal ages,^^ rose to sublime 
heights of spiritual purity, and rejoiced in the all- 
illumining light of the Divine favour. Her life was 
a life of faith ; and whatever might be its attendant 
circumstances, she ^^ endured as seeing Him that is 
invisible.'^ This insured to her victory over the 
world, and gave to her mind a just estimation of the 
infinite superiority of things eternal over things tem^ 
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that they hardly knew where it would end. Mother 
expressed generally her confidence in God; said 
He had never forsaken them and never would ; but 
through the fearfiil and persevering sacrifices made 
by their opponent, the cloud of trouble seemed to 
gather and increasingly threaten them. The con- 
sideration of a large and rising family pressed much 
upon her affectionate mind, and her soul became at 
length very heavily burdened, so that one Sabbath 
morning she found herself unable to worship God in 
His house without distraction. 

Immediately after the service at the Chapel she 
bent her steps up the ^^ Steep Hill/* to visit, near St. 
MichaePs Church, a poor woman whose husband in 
the preceding week had been thrown from the stage- 
coach of which he was the driver, and had been killed 
on the spot. After talking with the distressed widow, 
and praying with her for support and consolation, 
the words of the thirty-seventh Psalm were suddenly 
brought to Mother's mind : " Delight thyself in the 
Lord, and He shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also 
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appr^ared io changed rinoe the momii^. Mothfr 

f m rnediatelj quoted the promifle^ and said, " I dare 

ri// l//nger doobt or fear/^ It need cmty be added, 

that t}ie proniMe in its fidness of meaning was aooo 

muiizfui, and the temporal trouble swept away. 

Ho aluo in spiritual things^ whether for herseif 
ffr oDiern, she relied confidently upon the Divine 
wwd for their bestowment. While presenting 
iinawakened sinners or penitents at the throne of 
Mercy, she believed in God^s power, love, and 
K^ftco; and her feith was duly honoured. It was 
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evident that she had ftdly received into her mind 
the words of Christ : " When ye pray, believe that 
ye receive '^ the things ye ask, " and ye shall have 
themj^^ and she found it to be as He had de- 
clared. Indeed, to believe in God for any thing 
promised in the Scriptures seemed to require from 
her no inward struggle whatever; and Wesley^s 
bold experimental lines found in her a living 
illustration : — 

" Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees. 
And looks to that alone ; 
Langhs at impossibilities, 
And cries, * It shall be done 1 ' " 

Our devoted Mother's spiritual life also developed 
the firuits of faith, — love and joy. Her love was 
pure and fervent. She was accustomed to dwell much 
upon the love of God; and this daily nourished 
and strengthened her love to Him, and made His 
service easy and joyous to her. Among the lines 
which she was wont to sing were, — 
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T is love that makes onr willing feet 
In swift obedience move." 
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And these words eipresKd her real inwaid fediBgL 
St. John's Epistles, which set Ibrtli leligioa n 
Urgelv as mn exercise of the aflfectkxiSy were 
read and meditated apon br her. The I>iy]ni 
tence, "God is Lots/' seemed to be set and 
encased in her heart as a prioeleas jewels tat she 
often eicpressed it. And to her the chief attractioiL 
of heaven was that it was the abode of perfect love. 
Her trulv social and affectionate natnie, spiiitoalised 
and made pore, was dbposed to this; fixr, no doabt, 
our views of heaven are formed and CQloared, to a 
great extent, by our different temperaments. The 
great but afflicted and restless Robert Hall said to 
Wilberforce, when they were conversing upon the 
nature of the happiness for saints in the woorld to 
come, "My chief conception of heaven is rest.'' 
"And mine/^ said the cheerful and affectionate 
Wilberforce, " is that it is love/' So it was with 
our Mother. All religion, in its objects, service, and 
rewards, was viewed by her through the mediiim 
of love. God was to her the Father of love; Christ 
the Incarnation of love ; the Holy Ghost the Spirit 
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of love ; angels the messengers of love. And heaven 
she viewed as the everlasting home of love for 
redeemed and saved sinners, and for re-united 
friends and famiKes. 

The cold, abstract views of heaven which some 
take, who, in support of purely intellectual exercises, 
refine and sublimate it till they leave no place in 
the universe for departing saints to enter, and no 
home in heaven for a social nature, were not hers. 
Love led her to contemplate it as it is represented 
in Scripture, — a gathering-place for the servants of 
the Lord assembled for social enjoyment and wor- 
ship : an eternally happy abode for the family of the 
redeemed, met after temporal separation in their 
" Father's house,'* in which ^^ there are many man- 
sions " prepared for them by Christ ; and where they 
will feel themselves no longer ^^ strangers and 
foreigners,'' but ^^fellow-citizens with the saints 
and of the household of God." With this view 
of heaven, she loved the saints more than she would 
otherwise have done : it caused her to feel spiritual 
kindred with Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, martyrs. 
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and all bdieven. With this view of the happy 
worid to whidi she was journeying^ she loved her 
firiends and fiBunily the more, feeling her ties witii 
them to be not of short duration, but lasting and 
eternal. And thus good Richard Baxter must have 
felt when he wrote, ^' It would damp my love to the 
saints, if I were to believe that the friendships I 
form in this life are to be broken at death, not to be 
re-united ; but it heightens my love to them when I 
think that the Unks then broken will be re-formed 
in heaven, and last throughout eternity/' 

There may be r^ons of space, and worlds filled 
with wondrous evidence of the Divine wisdom and 
goodness, for the blessed to explore ; problems for 
them to solve, and mental occupation as enrapturing 
as it will be elevating : yet the chief attraction of 
heaven to a loving spirit will be, that it is the home 
OF LOVE. This our Mother felt, and often expressed. 

So also was her love to the Saviour strong and 
unceasing. She had nothing of that sensuous re- 
gard to Christ which expresses itself in the familiar 
terms of gross earthly passion. Her exalted and 
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spiritual views of the Son of God, and of His 
atoning death for sinners, must ever have forbidden 
the use of such unwarrantable words. But she felt 
the truth of St. Peter^s statement, ''Unto you 
therefore which believe He is precious.^' To her, as 
to the Apostle Paul, " Christ was all, and in all.'' 
Like St. John, she beheld Him as the Source of all 
light and glory, ''the Angel standing in the midst 
of the sun.'* Her inmost soul adored Him as " the 
fairest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely ; " 
and it exulted greatly in His salvation. 

Indeed, her religious jot was unmistakable and 
abundant. Naturally, as I have said, she was of a 
cheerful and buoyant temper, and never disposed to 
seek and make troubles, as some are, who instead 
of extracting where they can the sweet and the 
pleasant, find in every thing the wormwood and the 
gaU. Neither was she depressed and beclouded by 
physical disease and infirmity, as was poor Cowper, 
and other hypochondriac children of God. She was 
of sound and healthful bodily constitution; so that, 
apart from the pains of maternity, (being the 
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mother of sixteen living children^) she scarcely bei 
whmt serious aflliction was until more than fifi; 
Tears of age. These advantages of health were 
natural, and they were helpful and promotive of )^ 
joy ; but they were not the causes of it. Hers wm 
joy in the Lord : the joy of knowing that she was 
a child of God ; of intimate communion and fellow- 
ship with Him ; of believing that heaven would be 
her eternal abode. I have seen her burdened with 
grief, and sufiused with sorrow ; but never did I 
see her sunk down into despondency^ or hear her 
complain of her condition. With anxieties and suf- 
ferings such as would have broken many a heart 
of less strength than hers, she was still rejoicing 
in the God of her salvation, recounting His bless- 
ings, and enumerating her reasons for gratitude. 
In her spiritual day-book and ledger she was wont 
to record her mercies as well as her sufferings ; and 
in the balance-sheet of her account before the Lord 
she always found more reasons for thankfulness and 
rejoicing than for dissatisfaction and sorrow. With 
memoranda of severe losses and bereavements there 
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I was ever found a grateful register of what was left ; 
and after the pattern of righteous Job, ready 
acknowledgment of the right of the Divine Being 
to reclaim what He had given. 

Few enjoyed the present life more than our dear 
Mother. She had a deep feeling for the beautiful 
in creation; and within the recesses of her heart 
there were thoughts and associations with the works 
of God, such as grosser natures know nothing of. 
^^ What a lovely world this is ! '' she would fre- 
quently exclaim, as she walked abroad with her 
family under the open sky : " How sad that it should 
be marred by sin ! '^ A flower from the garden or 
the field seemed to awaken within her instant devo- 
tional feeling; and she would derive moral and 
Divine lessons for her children from the daisy, the 
cowslip, the lily, or the rose. Her spirit at home 
was usually placid and serene ; and with the excep- 
tion of rare seasons, when she was undergoing deep 
trial, ^^ peace and happiness" seemed ever to be 
written upon her countenance, as with a sunbeam 
from heaven. 
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of her heavenly desires, until husband and children 
also were afraid she would leave them too soon for 
the place more suited to her happy condition ; and 
when something was purposely said or done to break 
the spell under which she seemed placed, and to 
bring her back in thought and feeling to the associa- 
tions of earth. 
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ni* to the month of June, 1839, onr dear Mother 
\tui\ enjoyed almott uninterrapted health; but now 
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she was visited by a serious and alanning illness. 
PowerM remedies were applied; but her medical 
attendants thought her case hopeless. Indeed^ her 
constitution was thoroughly shaken. Much sym- 
pathy and concern were expressed for her by the 
Societies in Lincoln and elsewhere; earnest prayer 
was oflFered by her family and friends; and she was 
at length restored. 

On her first seizure, and throughout this illness, 
she was seriously calm and trustftd. She had no 
painfiil doubts or fears, but was devoutly thoughtful. 
It seemed to be her especial care to improve her 
condition, both for herself and Mends. Her looks, 
as weU as her words, proclaimed that she felt it to 
be a solemn thing to be afflicted, to terminate a life 
of probation, and to approach the gates of death and 
eternity. On temporal matters she said little, though 
not careless concerning them in relation to her family. 
She frequently spoke of affliction as a consequence 
of sin, and as showing how the work of God's 
hands had been disturbed and disordered by dis- 
obedience. But she was careM to separate her 
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view of bodily suffering from mere ptiniahmeni 
She maintained that it was a proof of love in her 
Heavenly Father thns to chasten her ; and that her 
affliction was beneficial, both in its design and 
tendency. 

She expressed no anxiety for reoorery ; but would 
say, when others expressed it, '' Let Gk)d^8 will be 
done ! He alone can determine for me as shall be 
best/' When any mentioned their sympathy with 
her in bodily pain, she said the Divine Being saw 
reasons for it, though others might not; that He 
did not willingly afflict the children of men; and 
that the result would be good, though the process 
might be painful ; for it would yield the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness. She seemed to enter ftilly 
into the Apostle James's counsel, where he exhorts 
Christians to give to their graces fuU time and 
means for growth and maturity, by continued 
endurance of trial, saying, "Let patience have its 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lack- 
ing nothing.^^ She was cheerfully willing to lie in 
the fiimace as long as the Divine Refiner appointed 
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her to do so ; and while there, it was plain that her 
Christian graces were not only purified, but adjusted 
themselves in due and full proportions ; so that she 
reflected more clearly than ever the image of God. 
Meanwhile, she was earnest in religious exhorta- 
tions and counsels to all who came near to her, and 
especially to her children. 

After some time of continued supplication on her 
behalf, she began to think and speak of recovery. 
Her case, she said, was like King Hezekiah^s : her 
days were lengthened in answer to prayer ; but she 
solemnly added, it would not be for long. As yet, 
neither physicians nor friends saw reason for 
hope, and they still expressed fear; but her 
faith in God for a temporary recovery was firm 
and unwavering. One night, her husband could 
not refrain from tears, when, watching by her 
side, he observed her altered looks. "My dear, 
what are you weeping for?" she inquired. '^I 
fear you are about to be taken from me,^' he 
answered. "No," she said emphatically, "I shall 
not die, but Uve, and declare the works of God." 
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And it was done to her according to her faith: 
she was raised from her bed of sufferings and 
bore grateM testimony to the power and goodness 
of God to sustain^ comfort^ and benefit His children 
in affliction. 

But though thus graciously restored, she gave 
continued proof of being ftdly weaned from earthly 
things; and appeared like one increasingly with- 
drawing from the activities of life. Illness had also 
left traces upon her countenance and complexion, 
so that her friends rejoiced over her with trembling. 
She never recovered her former vigour, so as to be 
able to endure again what she did before. But she 
spent as much time and strength as could be given, 
in visiting the sick and the poor ; and was especially 
urgent with others to begin and labour diligently 
in this way for Christ. 

In the latter part of 1839, she accompanied me 
in a gig from Lincoln to the neighbouring viUage 
of Langworth, where I had to open a new Chapel. 
This she persisted in doing against earnest remon- 
strances, made on the ground that the journey of six 
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miles^ in an open vehicle, at that season of the year, 
would be too much for her enfeebled strength. But 
her mind had its purpose for usefulness on that 
day, and she was not to be dissuaded from going. 
The urgent theme of her conversation, on the 
road, was the work of God in the salvation of 
sinners. At the village she was known to many 
residing there ; and the solemn and edifying 
influence which attended her intercourse with 
them in the interval of public worship is not 
forgotten. 

In the spring of 1840, she came up to me, in the 
First London Circuit; and so far as her reduced 
strength would allow, she was active and usefrd 
among the members of the Church. We had been 
favoured with a gracious work in several of the 
Societies; and I have no doubt that the news of 
this strengthened her determination to make the 
visit. Of her deep interest in the cause of Christ, 
and of her strong desires for God and for heaven, 
she bore most delightful testimony in a Sabbath 
evening lovefeast, held in the Chapel at Stoke- 
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Ncwington. In her oonversations with me tt 
this time, she spoke much of etemily. On pre- 
vious visits she had gone, with evident interest, to 
new the treasures of Art, and the scenes of actiTe 
life in the great metropolis. But now she was 
more of the pilgrim and stranger; and sought fre- 
quent retired walks, that she might speak without 
interruption on religious subjects. She went more 
tlian once to the grave-yard of City-Road CJhapd, 
where many of the mighty dead in Methodism sleep 
in solemn sepulture around the Founder. Here she 
gazed on the tombs, read the inscriptions, spoke of 
the characters and worth of those great examples, 
of their rising again at the coming of Christ, and 
expressed a joyful hope of eternal association with 
them in heaven. Indeed, her thoughts dwelt so much 
on another world, that it was impossible to be with 
her and not be increasingly apprehensive of her short 
stay in this; and with such apprehension she was 
prevailed upon to sit to a friend for a larger likeness 
than had been previously taken of her. It is of full 
size ; and though it represents her loved face when 
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it was worn and shaded by sickness, yet it is a 
precious memorial. 

" Blest be the art that can immortalize — 
The art that baffles Time's tyramiic claim 
To quench the meek intelligence of those 
Dear eyes ! " — 

sang Cowper, when looking on his mother's por- 
trait ; and surely Art is precious, if it only served 
to continue for us, faithfully, the lineaments of those 
we reverence and love ! 

On the day of her departure, she prayed most 
earnestly in the family, spoke of spiritual things on 
the way to the coach, and when on the point of 
starting, said, " I am fiilly satisfied with life ; God 
has answered my prayers ; and my language is that 
of aged Simeon, ' Lord, now lettest Thou Thy ser- 
vant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for 
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation \'" 

It was soon found that the apprehensions felt 
concerning her were too likely to be realized. In 
May she had a second serious illness. Father had 
increased anxiety, from the fact that the medical 
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gentleman who had known her throngli life^ and 
ministered successfully to her before^ was awaj from 
Lincoln. She took pains^ however^ to allaj the 
uneasiness of all around her^ by insisting that there 
could be no " accidents '^ or " chances '' as to deaths 
any more than as to life. She had no anxipty or 
fear; expressed strong faith in the special providence 
of Gk)d^ which allows not a sparrow to fall to the 
ground without notice j and calmly said she believed 
that the time of her departure was at hand. It 
was still apparent^ however^ that she felt it was a 
solemn thing to die; yet^ if shrinking from death 
as a physical evil, she took care to let it be known 
that there was no dread of its spiritual consequences. 
I think, dear Sister, that a little reflection vnll 
clear up any difficulty you or any one else may at 
first have in comprehending this mingled state of 
feeling in the dying believer. Human nature must 
shiver when about to plunge naked into the cold and 
bitter waters, though the soul is sure of emerging from 
them with renewed life and vigour. No thoughtfril 
Christian can feel lightly or vauntingly of death. 
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It is an undoubted evil; a part of the curse and 
punishment of sin; a penalty that must be paid 
on account of transgression. AU animated nature 
shrinks from it; the very worm in our path; the 
smallest insect that flies seeks \o escape from 
death; and how should not the reflecting human 
creature shrink from it, with all the awfal dependent 
results? What pangs may accompany the separa- 
tion of the vital spark from the clay tenement, — ^the 
rending asunder of the soul and body heretofore 
so intimately associated, — ^we cannot teU; and we 
naturally dread to think. Then there is the part- 
ing from earthly friends, and the leaving of them, 
we know not to how much error or sufiering in the 
remainder of their mortal lives. Death is also 

■ 

the close of probation, and the commencement of 
retribution : it is for each of us the great con- 
nective link of existence, being the end of time 
and the beginning of eternity. With these views 
and convictions, the considerate Christian cannot be 
expected to make the last descent into the valley 
with vaunting. He will not rush hastily down into 
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it, but ''walk'' through it, as the P^ahnist JkA 
said he would do. Perhaps at first he treads wA 
trembling steps, though he knows he shall pw 
through it safely and need fear no eriL 

This was our ^ear Mother's state of mind when 
she felt herself approaching the confines of tk 
eternal worlds and knew that the sammons hi 
come for mortal conflict with her last enemy. As 
she came forth from the thorns and sand of Ae 
wilderness in which she had sojourned fi:>r fifty-two 
years^ and heard the last hiss of the old serpent as 
she drew near the swelling waters, she trod calmfy 
and safely; but not boastAilly. She spoke confi- 
dently of the joys awaiting her in the goodly land 
beyond, but said more than once, ''It is a solemn 
thing to die !" And this solemnity of feeling which 
she had was not irreconcilable with her Christian 
cheerfulness, — her joy in the Lord. This never for- 
sook her; for with all her thoughtful seriousness 
concerning death itself, she earnestly desired to 
"depart and to be with Christ," which she knew 
would be *'far better" than to remain longer on 
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earth. But, as one has said, "A man may desire to 
be with Ms family, aad yet fear crossing the sea; 
flo we may desire to be with Christ, but shrink 
when we remember we must (^ to be with Him." 





StttH iljiii. 

■' The dead are He the stars bjr day : 

Withdrawn from mortal eyt. 

But not eitiDct, the; hold their way 

la glory through Ihe Ay. 
Spirits trom hoadage thus set free 
Vaniel amidst iicmensitr ; 
Where human thought, like human sight, 
I^uIb to pursue their trackless flight." 
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IT is a true saying, that ''persons die as they 
live/^ Our Mother's life had been one of faith, 
and of joyful confidence in God. And it was 
increasingly such the nearer she drew to its close. 
During her last iUness not the shadow of a doubt 
seemed to cross her mind as to her acceptance with 
Qod, OT final admission into heaven. Yet her con- 
fidence was not based on any service which she had 
performed, but on the infinite merit of her Divine 
Bedeemer. She gave proof while there, that on her 
death-bed she carefully reviewed her Hfe, and exa- 
mined well the foundation of her faith and hope. 
The examination yielded her no reason for self- 
complacency. She never seemed so profoundly 
humble as now ; and spake much of the mercy of 
Grod to her as a sinner, through a crucified Saviour. 
" The precious blood of Christ,^' was a saying fre- 
qiiently on her Ups. And this, my dear Sister, is 
the case of all who in death have proper views of 
themselves, and of Christ^s salvation; so that as 
they approach the termination of their probationary 
course, they speak only of His atoning and cleansing 
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blood. Thus Wesley, after liis laborious and useftd 
life, said in death, — 

" I the chief of sinners am ; 
But Jesus died for me ! " 

In Jesus our dear Parent could steadfastly trust, 
and she knew that she was saved by Him. To two 
of her female Mends who caUed to see her some 
days before her end, she said, ^^ It may be that at 
the last I shall not have power to speak; and I 
wish you distinctly to understand what I am going 
to say. I now declare to you, that I have not the 
least doubt on my mind respecting my acceptance 
with God and title to heaven, through the infinite 
merit of our Lord Jesus Christ.^' 

Her faith in the providence of God was also 
unshaken. Her long silence on aU temporal things, 
and the circumstances of her family, induced sur- 
prise, and at length inquiry, on the part of Father. 
Her answer was, that she had given aU up into the 
hands of the Lord, and could confidently intrust all 
to His providential care and covenant engagement. 
All would be in better keeping than hers, she 
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aflSrmed^ quoting suitable promises^ and pointing 
upwards^ — all would be in Divine keeping. God 
had never failed her in any thing He had promised ; 
and she exhorted aU to serve Him and trust in Him. 

On her death-bed she seemed exceedingly jealous 
for the honour and glory of the Saviour; and be- 
sought all who visited her to beware of taking any 
praise to themselves for what they did professedly 
for Him. Of her own conduct she said, it was 
full of imperfections ; but that she had been sin- 
cere in what she had professed and attempted. 
She had been but like a child in God^s service, 
yet she had also been child-like in purpose and 
aim. 

For several days before her death she lay calm 
and serene, waiting the coming of the last messen- 
ger; but as the end drew near, her happy mind 
seemed to rise superior to all natural restraints from 
bodily weakness and pain. Her spirit, in anticipa- 
tion of being freed from the last incrustations of 
mortality, beamed out in her countenance, and 
burst forth into rapturous exultations and praises 
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that turned the house of mounung into a house 
of joy. She bade others bless the Lord with 
her; and would have her family assembled around 
her bed, and the Hymn-Book brought, so that they 
might together praise Grod as they had been wont 
to do in the days of her strength. She literally 
fulfilled the words of the Psalmist, — ^^ Rejoiced in 
glory, and sang upon her bed for joy." Feeling 
that faith's great battle was won, the last enemy 
conquered, and that heaven was opening around, 
she said to some firiends who visited her, " I have 
fought a good fight; I have finished my course; 
and I feel already upon me such a weight of glory 
that I know not how to bear it in my weak and 
enfeebled state ; but still I know that there is more 
to come ! '^ Repeatedly she spoke of her cup of 
blessing as oyerflowing, and of her bright and joyftd 
hope of speedy union with Christ and the redeemed 
in heaven. To one of the esteemed Ministers who 
had called to see her she said with emphasis, after 
making inquiries concerning the work of God in 
the Circuit, and having learned that he was going 
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to preach that day, at the opening of a new Chapel, 
in an adjoining Circuit, — "Preach Christ; preach 
Christ crucified; preach Christ crucified /or all men ! 
Preach a free, present , and jkill salvation for every 
one that believeth ! " adding that while lying on 
that bed her views of the efficacy of the Saviour^s 
atonement l^d been such, that she had been con- 
strained to sing, — 

" Lord, I believe, were sinners more 
Than sands upon the ocean shore. 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid ; 
For all a fuU atonement made ! " 

Our dear Mother's last day on earth, though she 
was in extreme weakness and suflFering, found her 
still happy and rejoicing. She said to her husband, 
when he entered her chamber in the morning, after 
family devotion below stairs, " My dear, draw up the 
window-blind, will you? and let the blessed sun- 
shine from heaven flow freely in and fill the room." 
When he had done so, she said, " That will do : the 
place is now bright, as it ought to be on this glad 
day. Many complain of this world as dark and bad. 
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I do not. It lias been a good and happy world 
to me; and all whom I have known seem to have 
been my firiends. Come, let us sing together once 
more our Sabbath hymn.'' 

When reminded that it was not the Sabbath day, 
she answered, "1 know: but it is a blessed day, 
and a Sabbath to me ; for it will be tjie day when 
I shall enter into eternal rest ! '' She continued 
thus rejoicing till evening, when her speech failed. 
But then her countenance shone more brightly than 
ever. It seemed as if her spirit was already 
beaming in light through the frail tabernacle; 
and the holy rapture in her eyes seemed to 
indicate that she was able to behold the heavenly 
visitants who had come to welcome her to the 
everlasting home. Thus she continued, until two 
o'clock on Friday morning, October 2nd, 1840, 
when her soul was ^^ unclothed" from the outward 
garment of the flesh, and escaped from earth's 
bondage for ever. 

The loss of such a Parent as I have faintly por- 
trayed could not but be deeply felt by her family. 
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It was a loss that could not possibly be repaired^ 
though you^ my dear . Sister^ with some others 
around you^ were then too young to perceive all 
that was involved in it. The words, " She is 
gone ! '' and the desolate reflection, springing up in 
the mind for the first time, '^ I have no Mother in 
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this Krorid now ! " could not but produce in the 
hearts of those who were old enough to feel their 
bereavement, that heavy-weighted sorrow which the 
Psalmist expresses when he says, '^ I bowed down 
heavily, as one that moumeth for his mother." 
Her appearance when dead was stiU lovely. There 
she lay, pure as stainless statuary marble, with the 
last smile lingering upon her face, that still seemed 
devout, spiritual, and radiant ; so that when bending 
over her form, and looking upon her countenance, 
the words of Christ seemed most appropriate to the 
thought within, — ^^ She is not dead, but sleepeth." 
It was, however, her last sleep, from which in the 
body she will not awake untU the morning of the 
Last Day. 

In the interval before her burial, we spoke of 
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her character and conduct with friends who came 
to sympathize with us, as did the bereaved family of 
Dorca« ; but there was a deep and mysterious feel- 
ing of joy and consolation mingled with all our 
mourning. We could not sorrow as they who are 
without hope. God, our Maker, gave us "songs 
in the night.^^ The funeral was intended to be as 
quiet and private as possible, for true sorrow at 
such a season shrinks from public gaze and observa- 
tion ; but a large number of persons who had known 
Mother in life were assembled at her burial, many 
of whom had voluntarily put on mourning habits. 
Several shops were closed on the way to the grave- 
yard, and many stood at their doors to pay the last 
homage to religious worth, — a homage not to be 
bought by wealth, or secured by authority. Thus 
was she borne to her long home amidst the tokens 
of sorrowful and grateM affection : for such is the 
effect of consistent goodness, and such its final 
triumph ! 

She was buried in the south-west part of St. 
Mark's retired church-yard, where her beloved 
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father and eight of her own children had been pre- 
viously interred. With them she sleeps quietly in 
the dust, where no rude, unmeasured steps of busy 
traffic, or echoes of rumbling vehicles, seem as 
though they would startle the dead in their last 
resting chambers; but where the guardian trees 
around, as they yearly renew their glossy foliage, 
gently whisper among their young leaves of a coming 
Resurrection. Her desire was strong to be buried 
there : she often thought of it, and often spoke of 
it. Some may consider this trivial, and be ready 
to say, " It is of no consequence to the saint where 
the body lies at death;" but her desire as to a 
burial-place was both natural and commendable. 
As possessing social natures, we desire association 
with those we love, not only in life, but also in 
death and the grave. How many have said, with 
Thomas, when contemplating the approaching loss 
of a friend, ^^ Let us also go, that we may die with 
him!" What Euth said to Naomi is the true 
language of nature and affection, — ^^ Where thou 
diest, will I die, and there will I be buried." 
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Jacob and Joseph were not content to be left in 
a cold sarcophagus of some rock-hewn tomb in 
Egypt^ but desired to be associated with their 
friends and relatives, giving commandment in death 
concerning their bones. Jacob is singularly earnest 
in this. He makes his son promise with the utmost 
solemnity that his body shall not be buried in 
Egypt; and his inmost nature speaks out when 
naming the reason for being entombed in that 
place : " There/^ he says, ^^ they buried Abraham 
and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 
Rebekah his wife ; and there I buried Leah" It 
is also recorded, almost invariably, of those who 
were buried with honour in Israel, that they ^^ were 
laid with their fathers." 

Some who profess utter carelessness as to the 
place of their burial, may be ready to say that all 
this is mere sentimentalism, and has no reason 
whatever in it; for there can be no mental inter- 
course in death, and no communion in the dust. 
But this desire for companionship in the grave 
springs from the true instinct of nature; and it 
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is no slight violation of its dictates when necessary 
sanitary measures prevent the burial of relatives 
together. Mother had her long cherished desire 
fulfilled; and she and her father and children rest 
in that quiet grave-yard together, '^in sure and 
certain hope of a joyful resurrection.^' 

Her death was improved in a Funeral Sermon, 
preached in the Wesleyan Chapel, at Lincoln, 
by the Rev. George Eoebuck, from the latter 
part of Proverbs xiv. 82: "The righteous hath 
hope in his death.'' A deep and solemn im- 
pression was made by the service; and there was 
a manifest sensation produced when the Minis- 
ter quoted^ at the close of his discourse, the 
foUowing verses from Mrs. Bulmer's poems, as 
applicable to the character of the departed, and to 
the feelings of the audience : — 
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Rest in thy bliss ! For not in vain 
The wretched sought repose firom thee { 

Thine ear received the plaintive strain. 
Wrong firom the breast of Misery. 

Thy heart, thy hand extended wide. 

The balm to Sorrow's wounds applied. 
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" Rest with the saints whose race is nm. 

Whose virtues track their flight to heaven 
The goal is gain'd, the hattle 's won ; 

To thee the palm, the crown he given. 
Which conqneron in that region wear, 
Wh^re all is lasting, bright, and fair." 



The sketch I have given of a dear Mother^s 
Portrait is but slight and unfinished. Some may 
suppose it is overdrawn; because they know that 
no character is perfect^ and yet I have not exposed 
blemishes and defects. These are often looked for ; 
and if not found, the portrait is supposed to be 
unfaithM. But whatever may be the custom with 
biographers in general, a record of defects must 
not be expected from me. I was not trained by 
her of whom I have written to look for faults in 
the character of God's servants, but for their excel- 
lencies. And surely this is the best and happiest 
employment for the mind. I do not deny that 
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tbere were defects; I do not deny that I have 
drawn with the hand of aSection; but I am atill 
conacioua that I have copied faithfully from the 
life. If any think that I have written too feelingly, 
let them remember that it is a Mother's Portrait 
by her Son, who gratefully remembers how much he 
ones to her who is departed ; that it is presented to 
a Sister for whose spiritual welfare he yearns with 
&atemal affection; and is more especially intended 
for the Youth of Methodism. 
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